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San Francisco 49ers Partner with Symetra Financial to Recognize 
Outstanding Teachers
SANTA CLARA, Calif. — (May 17, 2011) — The San Francisco 49ers and Symetra Financial today announced a multi-year partnership to bring the Symetra Heroes in the Classroom program to the Bay Area. Presented locally by Wells Fargo, the program will recognize teachers throughout the Bay Area for outstanding leadership and instructional skills. 
The first Symetra Hero in the Classroom honoree — Harmony Hayes, a 6th grade Language Arts and Social Studies teacher at the San Francisco 49ers Academy in East Palo Alto — was celebrated today during a special assembly at the school. For downloadable photos of the award ceremony, click here.
Fifteen additional K-12 Bay Area teachers will be named Symetra Heroes during the 2011 NFL season. Teachers will be recognized in their schools at surprise presentations where they will receive a $1,000 donation for classroom books and supplies. In addition, they will receive tickets to a 2011 49ers home game and will be honored on the video board at Candlestick Park during the game. 

The winners will be selected based on their ability to balance the core curriculum with students’ individual needs; build trust among students, parents and the community; and invest in their students’ long-term success.
“Symetra and Wells Fargo are partners in business, and we also share a strong commitment to making our communities great places to live and work,” said Tom Marra, president and CEO of Symetra Financial. “We’re excited to introduce the Symetra Heroes in the Classroom program in the Bay Area with the San Francisco 49ers — a team with deep ties to the community and a longtime supporter of educational initiatives.” 
“We are honored to join forces with Symetra and Wells Fargo in recognizing members of our surrounding community who truly make a difference each and every day,” said 49ers Owner and Co-Chairman John York. “Teachers serve as the backbone of our society, and the impact they have in our lives cannot be underestimated. We are excited to have an opportunity to show our appreciation to the many great teachers throughout the Bay Area in the months to come. It is very fitting to honor Harmony Hayes as the first recipient of the award, a teacher who I have witnessed first-hand demonstrate an undeniable passion for the power of education.” 
The San Francisco 49ers represent the fourth NFL team to participate in the Symetra program. For more information on the program and to nominate a teacher for a Symetra Heroes in the Classroom award, visit http://www.symetra.com/Heroes/FortyNiners/about.aspx.
About Symetra Financial

Symetra Financial Corporation (NYSE:SYA) is a diversified financial services company based in Bellevue, Wash. In business since 1957, Symetra provides employee benefits, annuities and life insurance through a national network of benefits consultants, financial institutions and independent agents and advisors. For more information, visit www.symetra.com.
About the San Francisco 49ers in the Community
The San Francisco 49ers Foundation is the nonprofit community funding arm of the San Francisco 49ers. Now in its 19th year, the San Francisco 49ers Foundation supports development programs for underserved youth that keep them “Safe, On Track and In School.” A significant portion of its funding goes towards family violence prevention programs and activities that teach youth leadership and respect. Under the direction of Team Owners Denise and John York, the 49ers Foundation has raised and distributed over $10 million to nonprofit organizations in the Bay Area over the past seven years. Last year alone, the Foundation distributed over $1.8 million to organizations, including Fresh Lifelines for Youth (FLY), 49ers Academy and the Bay View Hunter’s Point YMCA, among others. For more information, visit www.49ers.com. 

About Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo & Company (NYSE: WFC) is a nationwide, diversified, community-based financial services company with $1.2 trillion in assets. Founded in 1852 and headquartered in San Francisco, Wells Fargo provides banking, insurance, investments, mortgage, and consumer and commercial finance through more than 9,000 stores, 12,000 ATMs, the Internet (wellsfargo.com and wachovia.com), and other distribution channels across North America and internationally. With approximately 280,000 team members, Wells Fargo serves one in three households in America. Wells Fargo & Company was ranked No. 23 on Fortune’s 2011 rankings of America’s largest corporations. Wells Fargo’s vision is to satisfy all our customers’ financial needs and help them succeed financially.  
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