49ers Mid-Day Clips – September 12, 2012

Local Media
David Akers Discusses Historic FG 
By Jacob Most, 49ers.com
http://blog.49ers.com/2012/09/12/david-akers-discusses-historic-fg/
Morning Tailgate: Sept. 12

By Taylor Price, 49ers.com
http://blog.49ers.com/2012/09/12/morning-tailgate-sept-12/
Lions’ Schwartz credits Smith for turnover-less streak
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2012/09/12/lions-schwartz-credits-smith-for-turnover-less-streak/
Lions' coach Schwartz: No more handshake, let's talk 49ers
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
http://www.mercurynews.com/49ers/ci_21526327/lions-coach-schwartz-no-more-handshake-lets-talk
Smart Alex: Schwartz lauds 49ers QB's intelligence

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2012/09/smart-alex-schwartz-lauds-49ers-qbs-intelligence.html
Perrish the thought: Outlook for the 49ers' dime defense

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2012/09/perrish-the-thought-outlook-for-the-49ers-dime-defense.html
Calvin Johnson misses practice for Lions
By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2012/09/calvin-johnson-misses-practice-for-the-lions.html
Practice report: Jacobs, Ginn remain sidelined
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com
http://www.csnbayarea.com/football-san-francisco-niners/niners-talk/Practice-report-Jacobs-Ginn-remain-sidel?blockID=772235&feedID=5936
Feuds for thought as 49ers, Lions set for rematch
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com
http://www.csnbayarea.com/football-san-francisco-niners/niners-talk/Feuds-for-thought-as-49ers-Lions-set-for?blockID=772185&feedID=2800
Versatile defense does not short-change itself
By Mindi Bach, CSNBayArea.com
http://www.csnbayarea.com/football-san-francisco-niners/niners-talk/Versatile-defense-does-not-short-change-?blockID=771879&feedID=2800
Inside Slant: Alex Smith's MVP resume
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/74404/inside-slant-alex-smiths-mvp-resume
Mike Sando’s MVP Watch

By Mike Sando, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/74364/mike-sandos-mvp-watch-54
AP Pro32 comments about 49ers
By Associated Press, Sports Illustrated
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/football/nfl/wires/09/11/2020.ap.fbn.ap.pro32.49ers.comments.0409/index.html
49ers top McClain’s power rankings

By John McClain, Houston Chronicle

http://blog.chron.com/ultimatetexans/2012/09/week-2-power-rankings-49ers-claim-top-spot/
NFL Power Rankings, Week 2: San Francisco 49ers new No. 1
By Katherine Terrell, New Orleans Times-Picayune

http://www.nola.com/saints/index.ssf/2012/09/nfl_power_rankings_week_2_san.html
49ers QB Smith has his day in the sun

By Rob Reischel, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

http://www.jsonline.com/sports/packers/smith-has-his-day-in-the-sun-fb6q9f7-169394436.html
Leonard Davis providing a 'big' boost for San Francisco 49ers' offensive line

By Associated Press, The Oregonian 
http://www.oregonlive.com/nfl/index.ssf/2012/09/leonard_davis_providing_a_big.html
Lions want to avenge 2011 loss to 49ers on Sunday
By Carlos Monarrez, Detroit Free Press
http://www.freep.com/article/20120912/SPORTS01/309120057
49ers declare war on NFC

By Tom Danyluk, Pro Football Weekly
http://www.profootballweekly.com/2012/09/12/49ers-declare-war-on-nfc
Key matchup: Niners interior offensive line vs. Lions DTs
By Dan Arkush, Pro Football Weekly
http://www.profootballweekly.com/2012/09/11/key-matchup-niners-interior-offensive-line-vs-lion
Rodgers says officials for 49ers-Packers “deserved the scrutiny”
By Mike Florio, ProFootballTalk.com
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2012/09/12/rodgers-says-officials-for-49ers-packers-deserved-the-scrutiny/
Hopefully, Harbaugh-Schwartz II will be more Civil
By Darin Gantt, ProFootballTalk.com

http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2012/09/12/hopefully-harbaugh-schwartz-ii-will-be-more-civil/
Chris Houston says Randy Moss is a possession receiver
By Mike Florio, ProFootballTalk.com

http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2012/09/10/chris-houston-says-randy-moss-is-a-possession-receiver/
Despite 49ers impressive win, questions focus on Harbaugh handshake
By Media Services, Sacramento News 10

http://www.news10.net/news/article/209091/3/Despite-49ers-impressive-win-questions-focus-on-Harbaugh-handshake
Akers ties record on field goal on poor hit
By The Sports Xchange, CBSSports.com

http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/story/20155159/akers-ties-record-on-field-goal-on-poor-hit
Akers surprised self with 63-yard field goal
By Associated Press, CBSSports.com

http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/story/20165016/akers-surprised-self-with-63yard-field-goal
NFL power rankings: Niners' Jim Harbaugh fond of shooting down media's questions
By Michael Silver, Yahoo! Sports

http://sports.yahoo.com/news/nfl--nfl-power-rankings--niners--jim-harbaugh-fond-of-shooting-down-media-s-questions.html
Lambeau Yield
By Clifton Brown, Sporting News
http://aol.sportingnews.com/nfl/story/2012-09-12/green-bay-packers-chicago-bears-aaron-rodgers-49ers-alex-smith-chris-johnson-rg3
Jets-Steelers, Lions-49ers, Broncos-Falcons headline Week 2
By Ian Rapoport, NFL.com
http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap1000000061403/article/jetssteelers-lions49ers-broncosfalcons-headline-week-2?module=HP11_hot_topics
49ers' Brooks took the long way toward being a star linebacker
By Dennis Dillon, Sports Illustrated
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/writers/dennis_dillon/09/12/ahmad-brooks/index.html?sct=nfl_wr_a3
NFL Power Rankings

By Don Banks, Sports Illustrated

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/writers/don_banks/09/12/week-2-power-rankings/index.html?sct=nfl_t11_a0
Stafford on last year’s game against the 49ers: “There were some instances where we kind of beat ourselves.”
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

http://49ers.pressdemocrat.com/2012/09/inside-the-49ers/stafford-on-last-years-game-against-the-49ers-there-were-some-instances-where-we-kind-of-beat-ourselves/
Tarell Brown on covering Calvin Johnson: “If you jump off the ground quicker than he gets up, you’ll be OK.”
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat
http://49ers.pressdemocrat.com/2012/09/inside-the-49ers/tarell-brown-on-covering-calvin-johnson-if-you-jump-off-the-ground-quicker-than-he-gets-up-youll-be-ok/
Bowman describes Takeaway Thursdays, and more
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

http://49ers.pressdemocrat.com/2012/09/inside-the-49ers/bowman-describes-takeaway-thursdays-and-more/
The view from the press box
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

http://49ers.pressdemocrat.com/2012/09/inside-the-49ers/the-view-from-the-press-box/
National Media
NFL says 105.9 million watched Week One games
By Michael David Smith, ProFootballTalk.com
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2012/09/12/nfl-says-105-9-million-watched-week-one-games/
Good news and bad news for Lions secondary
By Josh Alper, ProFootballTalk.com
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2012/09/12/good-news-and-bad-news-for-lions-secondary/
Lions need another stellar defensive effort to beat 49ers
By Zac Snyder, Detroit Free Press
http://www.freep.com/article/20120912/SPORTS01/120912002/sidelion-report-detroit-lions-defense-rams-49ers
A second look: What happened on Detroit Lions QB Matthew Stafford's three interceptions?
By Justin Rogers, MLive.com
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2012/09/a_second_look_what_happened_on.html#incart_river
Detroit Lions Issue of the Week: Starting strong against the San Francisco 49ers
By Anwar S. Richardson, MLive.com

http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2012/09/detroit_lions_issue_of_the_wee_1.html
Foot injury keeps Lions WR Johnson out of practice

By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
http://blogs.mercurynews.com/49ers/2012/09/12/foot-injury-keeps-lions-wr-johnson-out-of-practice/
Local Clips – Full Version 
David Akers Discusses Historic FG 
By Jacob Most, 49ers.com
David Akers was still the talk of the 49ers locker room on Tuesday just two days after he tied an NFL record with a 63-yard field goal during the team’s Week 1 win at Green Bay.

Jim Harbaugh called Akers the greatest kicker of all-time after the game and a close look at Akers’ career makes it hard to argue with the 49ers coach. Still, the veteran kicker was quick to send much of the credit to his teammates.

“The one thing I need to reiterate is it would not have been possible without our O-line,” Akers said. “If you get any penetration on a kick like that you’re done. Those guys stood in there and they took the brunt of the force.

They never asked for accolades or anything like that. You can’t go out and even attempt stuff like that without them really sticking their nose in there and being the mud hogs that they are.”

Akers compared being accurate from such an improbable distance to a golfer making a hole-in-one, but the chances of splitting the uprights from the opposite half of the field is even more difficult historically.

Of the four kickers to make from 63-yards in NFL history, only Akers and Tom Dempsey have done it in a Stadium that was not at altitude.

Jason Elam and Sebastian Janikowski each made their 63-yarders in the mile high air of Denver, while Dempsey’s came at sea level in New Orleans’ Tulane Stadium.

Coming off a 3-for-3 performance in which all of Akers’ attempts were from over 40 yards, thoughts are beginning to arise that the 49ers kicker can eclipse his NFL record of 44 field goal makes set last year in his first season with the team.

Even in light of mentioning the record, Akers is remaining grounded, pointing out there are 15 more regular season games on the schedule.

“All I care to do honestly, and this is from the bottom of my heart, is to make the kicks when the team puts me on the field,” Akers said. “My goal is every year to go make every kick whether it’s 15 (attempts) or 52 like we tried last year.”

Andy Lee, the team’s Pro Bowl punter and holder, was among the first to celebrate with Akers on the field following the kick and he continued to praise his fellow specialist when he spoke to the media in front of his locker.

Lee pointed out the added prestige of connecting for such a historic field goal at a fabled venue like Lambeau Field.

The chances of making such a long kick in the unpredictable winds of Candlestick Park are much lower than odds are during a warm early September afternoon in Wisconsin.

“Candlestick can be really windy and that normally doesn’t translate to the ball going further there no matter which way you’re going,” Lee said. “What makes most 50-plus-yard field goals harder is it’s got to stay on line longer. In closer it can be a little off and go through, but from further back has longer to track.

“Being that said it’s a hard field goal to make period, and if you miss that you’re giving the other team the ball at midfield because they get it from the point of the kick.”

It’s worth noting the circumstances of Akers’ attempt in Green Bay were just about perfect. The field goal try came inside 49ers territory as time expired to eliminate the chance of giving up great field position.

Still, the Packers placed Randall Cobb deep to try a return in case the attempt fell short. There was also the possibility of a Green Bay block and subsequent return as Akers noted that he kept the ball’s trajectory low to make it go further.

“For the most part you definitely have to kind of club down a little bit to get the distance there,” said Akers about the way he controls kick distance. “It’s like you’re changing your loft the way you would on a golf club.”

Given all the historic perspective surrounding Akers, that the kick also had an important impact on the game is somewhat forgotten. The three points gave the 49ers a 16-7 lead and the all-important momentum heading into halftime on Sunday.

Akers’ consistency over a 14-year career makes the possibility of additional important, if not historic kicks, in the future more of an expectation than an aspiration. There’s little doubt such an experienced specialist is a weapon for the 49ers.
---------------------------------------------------------

Morning Tailgate: Sept. 12

By Taylor Price, 49ers.com
Fresh off arguably the biggest regular season win of his eight-year NFL career, Alex Smith has entered an MVP watch list.

ESPN.com’s Mike Sando weekly MVP watch has the 49ers quarterback cracking the top-10 at the No. 7 spot.

“The way he played against the Packers served notice that Smith can, at his best, outplay the dreaded “game manager” label,” Sando wrote. “His big-play ability was the difference for San Francisco against the Saints in the playoffs last season as well.”

Matt Maiocco of CSNBayArea.com reviewed the performance of every offensive and defensive member of the 49ers in a 30-22 win over Green Bay.

NFL.com’s Bucky Brooks believes the 49ers can reach the Super Bowl based on the offense’s diverse attack. Brooks: “After watching the Niners take down the Green Bay Packers 30-22 utilizing a balanced offensive approach, I believe Jim Harbaugh has put together a diverse unit with the key components to lead San Francisco on a championship run.”

SI.com’s Don Banks puts the 49ers at No. 2 on his recently released power rankings. Banks: “Huge opening statement by the 49ers, who went into Lambeau Field and became the first road team to win there in the regular season since Miami accomplished it in overtime in Week 6 of 2010, snapping a 13-game home winning streak for Green Bay. Road teams overall did pretty well for themselves in Week 1, going 7-9, with the 49ers and Redskins beating the Packers and Saints, respectively, teams that went a combined 17-1 at home in 2011 including playoffs.”

Vote Frank Gore for FedEx’s Week 1 Ground Player of the Week.

49ers.com looked at the high football IQ of the defensive backfield, the offense’s utilization of heavy-linemen formations, the team’s emphasis on long-snapping, Vernon Davis’ improved hand-eye coordination and the team’s preparation for Detroit.

Head over to Justin Herman Plaza in San Francisco from noon-1p.m. for today’s Red and Gold Rally. These rally towels are being handed out for, FREE.

---------------------------------------------------------

Lions’ Schwartz credits Smith for turnover-less streak
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
The 49ers haven’t committed a turnover in six straight regular-season games, which is a testament to their discipline, coaching and, above anything else, their quarterback.

At least that was the first area Lions coach Jim Schwartz highlighted when asked about San Francisco’s 26-quarter streak without a turnover. During that span, 49ers quarterback Alex Smith has thrown a franchise-record 185 passes without an interception.

“You’ve got to have a really smart quarterback to do it and Alex Smith is definitely a smart quarterback,” Lions coach Jim Schwartz said. “… He does a very good job of taking care of the football, which is extremely important, obviously. “

In contrast, Detroit quarterback Matthew Stafford got of to a rocky start in the Lions’ come-from-behind 27-23 home win over the Rams last week. Stafford threw three interceptions in a span of 13 passes in the first half.

The Lions still won despite losing the turnover battle, 3-0. Last year, teams that committed three turnovers in a game went 12-49. Schwartz acknowledged the same season-opening recipe is unlikely to result in victory against the 49ers.

“For us to play well we’re going to have to protect the ball on offense we can’t afford three turnovers again,” Schwartz said. “And we’re also going to find ways to get them.”

The 49ers can tie the 2010 Patriots for the most regular-season games without a turnover with an error-free game against the Lions.

** Perhaps Schwartz and Jim Harbaugh can bond Sunday night over their ability to shut down questions about The Handshake. Similar to his coaching peer, Schwartz dismissed the inevitable question about last year’s run-in with Harbaugh.

The question was saved for the end of the 15-minute conference call.

“We’ve all moved on from that,” Schwartz said. “We’ve addressed that enough. The focus is on the 49ers. Anything that happened last year in the game, anything else, doesn’t have any bearing at all on this game …

“I understand you guys are interested and everything else, but the only way to move on is to move on. And if both of us, if we keep brining it up, and addressing it, and doing all those things, then nobody moves on from it. We’ve moved on. It was last year. And I think I’ve commented enough.”

---------------------------------------------------------

Lions' coach Schwartz: No more handshake, let's talk 49ers
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
What impressed him the most about the 49ers:

"It was a complete win. They played well on offense and defense. There was a blip on special teams but there was a reason for that. They did a good job in all their phases. They took care of the football, stopped the run, limited the passing game. It wasn't any one unit or any one thing or a fluky win. They played very well in all phases."

On what last season's game taught him about how well they match up with the 49ers :

"It came down to just a couple plays at the end. The 49ers had a fourth-and-goal at the 6 that they made. If we had made that play, then we probably win the game. They made the play to win the game. But that wasn't the end of the game.

"They came out on defense and got four stops. They stopped us on first, second and third down. It was fourth-and-five with a minute and 45 to go. There was still plenty of time. We had a lot timeouts left. They went out and stopped us getting a first down. A lot of attention went to the touchdown catch that Delanie Walker made, which was a really good play. But the thing that gets overlooked is what their defense did in that two mintue. They went out got a stop, got the ball back and pretty much ended the game right there."

On the 49ers' streak of 26 consecutive quarters without committing a turnover:

"You've got to have a really smart quarterback to do it, and Alex Smith is a really smart quarterback: 17 touchdowns last year, five interceptions. He does a great job taking care of the football which is extremely important, obviously. Turnovers are a big, big part of the NFL. Last week we were minus-3 in turnovers and came out with a win. That's incredibly hard to do. You can't make a living being 'minus' in the turnover category and win games.

"I don't think it's any coincidence the 49ers went 13-3 last year and also led the NFL in turnover margin. Those two go hand in hand. To play well we're going to have to protect the ball on offense We can't afford three turnovers again, and we have to find ways to get them, whether that's forcing a fumble, getting an interception or a tipped ball. It's always a big part of any game, when you have teams that are fairly evenly matched, turnovers can be the difference in a game."

(Editor's note: Lions quarterback Matthew Stafford had three passes intercepted (some tipped) before throwing a last-minute touchdown pass in a 27-23 win Sunday over the St. Louis Rams.)

Was last season's meeting with the 49ers more intense than any others?

"All games in the NFL are intense. There's only 16 of them. You're talking two teams that come to play every week and that's the personality of both teams. ... You'd expect both teams up, scratching and fighting and clawing for every yard. It came to a couple plays at the end."
---------------------------------------------------------

Smart Alex: Schwartz lauds 49ers QB's intelligence

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
Just a "game manager"? For the second straight week, an upcoming 49ers opponent has praised Alex Smith for the very thing for which he was derided last year - his care of the football. Asked about the fact that the 49ers haven't committed a turnover in six straight regular season games, Detroit head coach Jim Schwartz cited Smith's smarts.

"Gotta have a really smart quarterback to do it, and Alex Smith is a smart quarterback," Schwartz said.

Added Schwartz: "Turnovers are a big, big part of the NFL. Last week, we were minus-three in turnovers and we came out with a win. That's incredibly hard to do. You can't make a living being minus in the turnover category. I don't think it's any coincidence that the 49ers went 13-3 last year and also led the NFL in turnover margin. I mean, those two go hand in hand." (Schwartz's quarterback, Matthew Stafford, threw three interceptions in Detroit's win over the Rams Sunday).

A week ago, Green Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers cited Smith's five interceptions from last year, and he said that the term "game manager" was "condescending" toward Smith.

********************************

 For the record, Schwartz was just as resistant to "handshake" questions as Jim Harbaugh has been. "We've moved on," he said. "It was last year, and I think I've commented enough."

---------------------------------------------------------

Perrish the thought: Outlook for the 49ers' dime defense

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
Surprised Perrish Cox played so many snaps against the Packers? So was Cox, who thought he would get into the game for a handful of plays but ended up playing more than half of San Francisco's 61 defensive snaps.

The reason? Cox comes in for the 49ers' dime defense, which uses six defensive backs and which usually counters an offense that uses four wide receivers. The Packers went with four wide receivers a few times when Randall Cobb entered the game. But the reason the 49ers were in their dime package so much Sunday was that they wanted Cox, and not an inside linebacker, matched against Green Bay tight end Jermichael Finley, whom they considered the de facto fourth wide receiver.

"Some of those plays, we were treating Finley like a split-out receiver," Cox said. "So we were treating him like another receiver."

Whether the 49ers will be in their dime package as much this coming Sunday will depend on how often the Lions use four wide receivers (probably not very much) and how the 49ers view Lions tight end Brandon Pettigrew, who had 83 catches last season. 

When the teams met a year ago, the 49ers played their nickel defense - in which both Patrick Willis and NaVorro Bowman are on the field - and Willis often was matched up with Pettigrew, who had eight catches for 42 yards and a touchdown. Then again, the 49ers didn't have Cox on the roster last year, and defensive coordinator Vic Fangio clearly likes to get Cox in the game.

As far as which upcoming opponents use four wide receivers ... the Bills, who visit Oct. 7, used that formation 333 times last season, according to Pro Football Focus, which was nearly one-third of their total plays. The Bears and Cardinals also were among the league leaders when it comes to four-receiver sets. Detroit didn't use it much at all, mainly because they like to have Pettigrew and/or a running back on the field.

One of the Packers' goals Sunday was to wear out defensive end Justin Smith. Mission unaccomplished. Smith played 59 snaps (penalties not included) due to a combination of the 49ers' defensive effort and long drives by the 49ers' offense. Last year, he averaged 58 snaps a game during the regular season.

---------------------------------------------------------

Calvin Johnson misses practice for Lions
By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
Lions wide receiver Calvin Johnson, the focal point of the 49ers' secondary this week, did not practice today with a foot injury. Johnson played throughout Detroit's Week 1 game against the Rams - he had six catches for 111 yards - and reports out of Detroit today said he did not appear to be seriously injured.

The 49er who will be responsible for emulating Johnson in practice this week will be first-round draft choice A.J. Jenkins. The team's defensive backs said that the 6-5 Johnson is particularly good at jump-ball situations, and Jenkins said that's one of the areas on which he's focusing. "When the ball's in the air, just going up and getting it," he said. 

Jenkins and the rest of the scout team got high marks from the 49ers defense after the Packers game. Jenkins played the role of Jordy Nelson while practice squadder Nathan Palmer emulated Greg Jennings. LaMichael James and even safety Michael Thomas stepped in to play Packers receivers, with Thomas playing Randall Cobb.

This week, Palmer is playing the role of Titus Young while Thomas will take some snaps as Stefan Logan. Meanwhile, at 6-0, 192 pounds, Jenkins certainly doesn't have Johnson's size of strength. But it's worth noting that last year Johnson was played by Joe Hastings in the run up to the Lions game and that the 49ers mostly kept the receiver under control. (7-113, no TDs)

In other Lions injury report news, safety Louis Delmas (knee), cornerback Bill Bentley (concussion), linebacker Travis Lewis (quad) and defensive end Lawrence Jackson (calf) did not practice. Defensive tackle Corey Williams (knee) and cornerback Chris Houston (ankle) - who had some interesting things to say about Randy Moss -- were limited in today's practice.

The 49ers will release their practice report later this afternoon. ***UPDATE*** Receiver Ted Ginn (ankle) and running back Brandon Jacobs (knee) continue to rehabilitate on a side field. Both are likely to be on the did-not-participate list later today.

---------------------------------------------------------

Practice report: Jacobs, Ginn remain sidelined
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com
All-Pro wide receiver Calvin Johnson was not on the Detroit Lions' practice field on Wednesday.

But Johnson was represented at 49ers practice, as first-round draft pick A.J. Jenkins donned No. 81 and was set to play him at practice on Wednesday. Jenkins suited up for the 49ers' season-opener on Sunday at Green Bay but did not play.

The 49ers play host to the Lions on Sunday at Candlestick Park.

Running back Brandon Jacobs (left knee) and receiver/return man Ted Ginn (right ankle) did not practice on Wednesday. Both sat out the Week 1 game at Lambeau Field. Jacobs sustained his knee injury Aug. 18, while Ginn was injured Aug. 26.

Meanwhile, the Lions had five players who did not practice, including Johnson, whom the club reported has a foot injury. Johnson, one of the NFL's premier players, had 96 receptions for 1,681 yards and 16 touchdowns last season.

Others who did not practice for the Lions were: safety Louis Delmas (knee), cornerback Bill Bentley (concussion), defensive end Lawrence Jackson (calf) and linebacker Travis Lewis (quad). Cornerback Chris Houston (ankle) and defensive tackle Corey Williams (knee) were limited.
---------------------------------------------------------

Feuds for thought as 49ers, Lions set for rematch
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com
After Jim Harbaugh's handshake and back slap, and Jim Schwartz fervid pursuit of the 49ers' coach into the tunnel at Ford Field, it took quite awhile for another heated situation to simmer down.

Right tackle Anthony Davis, who found himself in the middle of the post-game skirmish, got into a dust-up of his own with Detroit Lions defensive end Cliff Avril via Twitter.
To maintain a G-rated standard, we'll paraphrase what Davis wrote. Davis stated with colorful language that the Lions "talked" all week and the 49ers kicked the Lions aside -- and from the ranks of the unbeaten. The Lions were 5-0 entering the game. 

Avril responded to Davis, "lol that's real professional homie… Well meet again and see what's up"

Then, Davis wrote, "I pancaked you on a passing play……sooo uh just be quiet go home play with your kids and go to bed.."

On Wednesday, Davis did not back down from his comments directed at Avril following the 49ers' 25-19 victory at Detroit.

"I was just saying what happened," Davis said. "That's it. I didn't make anything up. I didn't fabricate the story to make it more interesting. I just said what happened. Now we play again. 

"But it's more about our offense executing. The defense is doing what they have to do. It's a tackle and a D-end. Who really cares?"

Davis played well against the Lions. He rode Avril out of the way to create a window through which quarterback Alex Smith hit Delanie Walker on the go-ahead six-yard touchdown pass in the final two minutes. Avril was credited with two tackles and one quarterback hit.

"It's not a big feud," Davis said. "We get to play them again. It's great. It's exciting. I know he wants to play. I want to play. I'm excited. But I'm not more excited than any other game because it's our second game. "

The more notable plot from a national perspective, of course, is Harbaugh vs. Schwartz. Davis was right there in the middle of the action as the teams were departing the field. He said he objects to the notion that the two coaches "got into it."

"The coaches didn't into it," Davis said, "Schwartz got into it. He bumped coach. Everybody was just excited. We just have to control it. I didn't didn't want him to knock coach over. We need our coach."
Both coaches have been asked this about what happened a year ago, and both decided to side-step the subject. The NFL decided not to fine either coach for their involvement in the near-melee, which according to multiple sources, continued into the tunnel with Schwartz yelling at Harbaugh.

Harbaugh addressed the topic on Monday.

"Our approach with the mini-controversies are really to give them the attention that they deserve, which isn’t much," Harbaugh said. "Now, people that will use that to promote this game or any other game I think are really missing the point. The game is just so much bigger. As a rule of thumb, I have too much respect for the men who play this game, on both sides. And too much respect for the game to give it anything less than what it deserves."
On a conference call Wednesday with the Bay Area media, Schwartz said last year's game will have no impact on what happens Sunday when the teams meet at Candlestick Park in a nationally televised rematch.

"We've all moved on from that," Schwartz said. "We've addressed that enough, and the focus is on the 49ers. Anything that happened in the game last year or anything else does not have any bearing on this game."

The 49ers dropped the Lions from the ranks of the unbeaten last season. Both made it to the playoffs. Both began this season with victories in Week 1. And, then, there's the history of last year's heated game to take into account.

"I think all games in the NFL are intense," Schwartz said. "You're talking about two teams that come to play every week. And that's the personality of both of those teams. . . You expect both teams to be up and fighting and scratching, clawing. I think every game in the NFL is that way. I think that's the way both of these play. It means a lot to both of these teams."
---------------------------------------------------------

Versatile defense does not short-change itself
By Mindi Bach, CSNBayArea.com
Vic Fangio mixed up a dizzying array of packages for the 49ers defense to use against Aaron Rodgers, the league's reigning MVP. They worked.

"It was really good," said cornerback Carlos Rogers about his defensive coordinator's game plan.  "I played with some good coordinators and I think he's one of the best, if not the best.
"Everything we see out there on Sunday, we see during the week. He did a good job of preparing us. Most importantly, that scout team did a good job of giving us some looks that Green Bay was going to do, and it made it much easier out there on Sunday."

Rogers and his teammates got their first look at Fangio's plan for Matthew Stafford and the Detroit Lions on Tuesday afternoon, and expect to see more of what they did at Lambeau Field.

"Yeah, especially when they like to spread it out and they have big-time receiving threats," safety Donte Whitner said. "We have multiple DB's that we can bring out on the football field. Whichever package coach wants to use this week, the matchups that he likes, he'll choose to do that."

But please excuse Whitner, Rogers and the rest of the 49ers secondary if they can't remember exactly all of the different alignments they are in. The 49ers were in their base defense for only a handful of the 72 snaps they had against the Packers, causing Rogers to laugh as he tried to recall who was in on what situation.

But here are the basic packages:

Nickel -- The 49ers use two safeties and three corners in their nickel (five defensive backs) with Rogers moving to the nickel back position to cover the slot receiver. Chris Culliver comes into the game at cornerback, with nose tackle Isaac Sopoaga departing. 
Ray McDonald and Justin Smith are the tackles on the four-man line, with outside linebackers Ahmad Brooks and Aldon Smith shifting to defensive end positions. Tramaine Brock began last season as the third cornerback, but Culliver never gave up that job after Brock missed several games after undergoing early season hand surgery. Now, Brock is the team's fifth cornerback.
Dime -- This is a defense that includes the same four defensive linemen, one linebacker and six defensive backs. The opposition typically has four wideouts on the field when the 49ers employ this defense. The only difference from the nickel is a fourth cornerback, Perrish Cox, enters the game with either inside linebacker, Patrick Willis or NaVorro Bowman, going out of the game. On Sunday, it was mostly Willis who exited when Cox entered the game in this package. In this defense, Cox plays a quasi-linebacker position. He is on the field because he has a better chance of matching up against a wide receiver. The one remaining linebacker spot is more similar to Bowman's normal position, Fangio said.

Dollar -- Designed mainly for third-and-long situations, this personnel package includes only three defensive linemen (Justin Smith, McDonald and Aldon Smith), inside linebackers Willis and Bowman, and the same six defensive backs from the "dime" defense. Fangio brought in a third safety in the "dime" and "dollar" packages last season and had Whitner move down. This season, the 49ers are going with two safeties and four corners to comprise the six defensive backs.

With so many moving parts the communication is almost nonstop to ensure every player knows what his responsibility is.

"The whole back end, the safeties all the rest of us corners, we're all talking," Cox said. "Basically all of us have to come together and just talk it up."

The secondary's performance at Green Bay is a good indication they're saying the right things.

"Just the poise that we showed out there on the football field," Whitner said. "When you play quarterbacks like Aaron Rodgers and Matthew Stafford, they want to get to the line of scrimmage early. They want to get early looks, play around to make you show the coverage and we didn't do that against the Green Bay Packers. So it's a step better than we were last year."

---------------------------------------------------------

Inside Slant: Alex Smith's MVP resume
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

Almost lost in the excitement over the San Francisco 49ers' memorable victory at Detroit last season: two turnovers from quarterback Alex Smith, including a lost fumble on the team's first offensive play.

The third-quarter interception Smith threw resulted from what the quarterback called a miscommunication. It led to a go-ahead touchdown for the Lions early in the fourth quarter.

The 49ers have largely eliminated such miscues. San Francisco has not suffered a turnover in its past 26 quarters. That's a pattern, not solely turnover randomness.

"You've got to have a really smart quarterback to do it, and Alex Smith is a really smart quarterback," Lions coach Jim Schwartz said Wednesday.

You might have noticed Smith's name appearing on the MVP Watch list this week. Kevin Seifert and I discussed what makes an MVP candidate, among other subjects, during our latest Inside Slant podcast.

We also took a harder look at officiating with specific mention of the Seattle-Arizona game, offering a theory as to why the referee reversed himself and incorrectly restored a timeout to the Seahawks.

---------------------------------------------------------

Mike Sando’s MVP Watch

By Mike Sando, ESPN.com
The NFL has become a game of frequent substitutions. 

Some of them don't make much sense on the surface. 

For example, the San Francisco 49ers removed from the field Patrick Willis, arguably the NFL's best linebacker, for roughly one-third of the defensive snaps against Green Bay in Week 1. That will not be the norm for the 49ers, but it made sense for one game.

The MVP Watch list is making a few short-term substitutions this week. The list, always part snapshot and projection, leans toward the snapshot side at this early point in the season.

Arian Foster, Cam Newton, Matthew Stafford, Eli Manning and Michael Vick are getting the week off. We'll see most of them again this season. Matt Ryan, Robert Griffin III, Tony Romo, Joe Flacco and Alex Smith could not be denied.

Drew Brees earned the benefit of the doubt following a rough opener. That is one reason the current list favors quarterbacks to an unusual extent. Here is another: Buffalo's C.J. Spiller was the only running back or receiver to exceed 135 yards in an opener. His team lost big.

Non-quarterbacks have a tough time measuring up even when they dominate. 

Peyton Manning won MVP honors for the 2009 season even though Chris Johnson topped 2,000 yards rushing. Speaking of Manning, he's moving up the list and should only improve as he shakes off the rust and gets more familiar with his new teammates. How will his aging bones fare when the weather turns? Manning plays his only dome game of the season in Week 2, when the Broncos visit Atlanta.

7. ALEX SMITH

Quarterback | San Francisco 49ers ... Next Game: 9/16 vs. DET ... Last Poll: NR 

The 49ers think Smith does as much as any quarterback to get his team in position before the snap, but with only 17 TD passes last season, Smith wasn't a serious contender for the Pro Bowl, let alone for MVP honors. The way he played against the Packers served notice that Smith can, at his best, outplay the dreaded "game manager" label. His big-play ability was the difference for San Francisco against the Saints in the playoffs last season as well.

---------------------------------------------------------

AP Pro32 comments about 49ers
By Associated Press, Sports Illustrated
NEW YORK (AP) - Comments on the San Francisco 49ers by the AP Pro32 panel (ranking in parentheses):

---

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (2)

Chris Berman (ESPN, 3) - What poise!!

Clifton Brown (Sporting News, 4) - 49ers defense might be the best in the NFL, while Alex Smith might be the most underrated QB.

Cris Collinsworth (NBC Sports, 2) - Dominate defensive performance.

Rich Gannon (CBS Sports/SiriusXM NFL Radio, 3) - Convincing win at Lambeau and solid performances from the D and Alex Smith. Sold!

Bob Glauber (Newsday, 3) - A game manager no more, as Alex Smith gets the better of 2005 draft classmate Aaron Rodgers in a statement game at Green Bay. Growing respect for the 49ers' resilient quarterback. Nicely done, sir.

Rick Gosselin (Dallas Morning News, 2) - No one made a louder statement in the opening weekend than the 49ers going into Green Bay and spanking the Packers.

Clark Judge (CBSSports.com, 2) - The defense hasn't changed, and Alex Smith should be better. Draw your own conclusions. I've drawn mine, and based on one week nobody in the NFC is better.

Ira Kaufman (Tampa Tribune, 2) - Randy Moss is already paying dividends for Jim Harbaugh's crew and his presence on the flank opens up new running lanes for underrated Frank Gore.

Pat Kirwan (SiriusXM NFL Radio/CBSSports.com, 2) - Go on the road and hold the Packers to 22 points and rush for 186 yards. This is one difficult team to beat and Alex Smith is an efficient passer right now.

John Lynch (Fox Sports, 2) - Any ?'s the 49er's were the "real deal" were answered in Week 1 with a sound defeat of the Packers in Lambeau. These guys are for real!

Alex Marvez (Foxsports.com, 2) - I wrote last week that the 49ers can stake legitimate claim to being the NFC's top team if they won in Green Bay. Done deal.

Dan Pompei (Chicago Tribune, 1) - People don't want to believe this team can be this good with Alex Smith at quarterback. Believe it.

---------------------------------------------------------

49ers top McClain’s power rankings

By John McClain, Houston Chronicle

1. 49ers (1-0): After stunning the Packers in Green Bay, the 49ers have a 7-2 road record under coach Jim Harbaugh.    LW: 4
---------------------------------------------------------

NFL Power Rankings, Week 2: San Francisco 49ers new No. 1
By Katherine Terrell, New Orleans Times-Picayune

There's a new No. 1 sitting at the top of the Week 2 NFL power rankings after some upsets last week. The San Francisco 49ers shot to the top after knocking off the Green Bay Packers (13-1 last season) at Lambeau. Sitting right behind them are the New England Patriots, who easily dispatched the Tennessee Titans. The Baltimore Ravens, Houston Texans, and Packers round out the top five.

Rankings, (last week), team, record,

1. (5) San Francisco 49ers 1-0 The 49ers look poised for another playoff run.

---------------------------------------------------------

49ers QB Smith has his day in the sun

By Rob Reischel, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

They will be linked together for the rest of time.

Alex Smith, who's been labeled a bust from virtually the second San Francisco made him the No. 1 pick in the 2005 NFL draft.

And Aaron Rodgers, the sympathetic figure who fell to No. 24 in that same draft but then won a Super Bowl and most valuable player.

For years now, Rodgers has played the conquering hero in this story. He beat the odds, played above his draft position and proved the hometown 49ers wrong. Smith has had to live mostly with criticism and disapproval.

For 3½ hours on Sunday afternoon, the roles were reversed.

Smith looked like a No. 1 selection - a player capable of leading an organization to a Super Bowl title. He was dynamic with his arm, feet and brain.

And while Rodgers wasn't bad, his up-and-down summer continued.

The result was a 30-22 San Francisco win in which the 49ers made an early statement for supremacy in the NFC.

"I thought he was great," 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh said of Smith. "He was really efficient . . . and had a heck of a ball game."

In fairness, Rodgers was operating against the NFL's best defense. Smith had a softer task in facing a Green Bay defense that allowed more passing yards than any team in NFL history last season.

Still, Smith was laser sharp all day, didn't come close to a turnover, and did what he wanted, when he wanted to. Smith completed 20 of his 26 passes (76.9%) for 211 yards, threw two TDs, no interceptions and had a Rodgers-like passer rating of 125.6.

Smith led the 49ers to points on five straight possessions. And at one point, San Francisco went 43 minutes without a punt.

This marked just the second time Rodgers and Smith started against each other in their eight-year careers. The series is now deadlocked, 1-1.

"Give him a lot of credit," Packer defensive end Ryan Pickett said of Smith. "The guy played a really good game."

Of greater concern to Green Bay is getting its high-powered offense on track. The Packers scored 560 points last season - the second most in NFL history - and were downright unstoppable much of the season.

In late June, coach Mike McCarthy said: "To me, last year was the standard. We set the standard on offense, and that's what we'd like to hold ourselves to."

But Green Bay was far more inconsistent this summer. Rodgers had a passer rating of just 53.8 during the preseason, his lowest since his rookie year of 2005.

And Rodgers and the Packers continued to struggle against San Francisco.

Green Bay produced just one touchdown on its first eight possessions against the fast, physical and precise 49ers. The Packers punted on six of those series and Rodgers threw an interception right to 49ers linebacker Navarro Bowman.

"They've got a great defense," Rodgers said. "You've got to give them credit. They've got some of the top guys in the league at their position. They made some good plays, good adjustments, disguised some coverages.

"We didn't have the opportunity to take a lot of shots down the field, but we did, they made some plays on it and we missed a couple third downs there we probably should have had to keep drives going."

Rodgers heated up late and threw a 10-yard touchdown pass to James Jones that pulled the Packers within 30-22. But with the Packers driving for a potential game-tying score, Rodgers took a critical sack on second down and then threw incomplete for Jordy Nelson on fourth down.

Rodgers completed 30 of 44 passes for 303 yards, two touchdowns and the one interception. Rodgers' passer rating of 93.3 certainly wasn't bad. But in his last 22 regular season games, Rodgers has just three with a lower passer rating.

"I wouldn't say we were out of sync," Nelson said. "Their guys just made more plays than we did."

A big reason for the offensive inconsistency was an inability to run the ball. Newcomer Cedric Benson gained just 18 yards in nine carries. Second-year man Alex Green didn't touch the ball. And Rodgers led Green Bay with 27 rushing yards in five carries.

"We didn't run it very well," McCarthy said. "You want to credit their run defense. We wanted to get into a run-play mix there early with the no-huddle offense. I thought Aaron did a good job with that. But, yes, the production definitely wasn't there.

Per usual, McCarthy abandoned the run early. And with Benson no longer a threat, the 49ers focused on the passing game, making sure Rodgers didn't burn them.

San Francisco played with two deep safeties to prevent the big play. Pro Bowl cornerback Carlos Rogers shadowed Greg Jennings and took him out of the game.

Others like second-year wideout Randall Cobb (nine catches, 77 yards) and veteran James Jones (4 catches, 81 yards) stepped up. But not enough others did.

Now, Green Bay's offense - the one that made it look so easy in 2011 and during its Super Bowl run of 2010 - has to rebound.
---------------------------------------------------------

Leonard Davis providing a 'big' boost for San Francisco 49ers' offensive line

By Associated Press, The Oregonian 
Leonard Davis is one of the NFL's biggest men today because his parents, both of whom had lost spouses, found each other in small-town Texas and decided to add one more child to their already enormous blended family.

He became No. 22 in the brood, between them. 

No wonder Davis has been such a perfect fit in Jim Harbaugh's family-oriented San Francisco locker room since the 12th-year guard signed with the 49ers this summer.

When his mother remarried, Sammie Lee Davis never doubted she would have one more child to give her 11.

Little did she know, her last would wind up a 6-foot-6, 355-pound offensive lineman. After all, Davis was born at a healthy, yet rather average 7 1/2 pounds, less than a month after she turned 40.

He got big in a hurry. 

"I've been the biggest since Day 1," Davis said, "From kindergarten all the way through."

In fact, Davis began growing so fast he was out of his infant clothes in no time, and he fussed so regularly his mom finally realized he was just plain hungry. All the time.

"I started to put a teaspoon of baby rice in his bottle with formula, and it was just like you gave him a sleeping pill," she recalled.

Sammie Lee was twice a widow when she married Davis' dad. She lost her first husband in a car accident and her second to cancer. L.A. Davis, a minister who died in 2007, was already a father to 11 of his own before his first wife died of a hemorrhage.

One of his young sons was in school with one of her daughters. 

Davis is doing a much better job keeping track of the 49ers' complex playbook than he ever has remembering how many nieces and nephews he has, let alone their names.

"People don't have that many kids nowadays," said Davis, a father of two girls, 9-year-old Meeya and 7-year-old Mariya.

Davis emerged as a rock-solid run-blocker during his best seasons from 2007-2010 with the Dallas Cowboys, who released him before training camp in 2011. He started every game from 2006, his last season in Arizona, through 2010.

Yet the 34-year-old Davis didn't play a single snap last season after signing with Detroit in November.

Then, Davis had offseason foot surgery. Harbaugh gave him a shot after Davis visited the 49ers this spring. He signed four months later, ahead of training camp.

His former Lions (1-0) come to town for San Francisco's home opener Sunday night at Candlestick Park in a matchup of projected NFC contenders. Davis comes in as an extra blocker, lining up at tight end, in some sets for the 49ers (1-0).

"It feels like he's fit in, he's one of us. Another guy that's just a pure joy to be around," Harbaugh said Monday. "Pure, pure athlete and good guy."

Harbaugh was impressed by Davis' technique and fundamentals in a new system from Day 1 — and Davis taking it upon himself to spend extra time with offensive line coach Tim Drevno to learn.

"It speaks volumes for him, his ability to be able to come in and get up to speed this fast," Harbaugh said.

A three-time Pro Bowler, Davis said all the right things for a player coached by Harbaugh when he arrived. Namely: He wouldn't be here if he didn't like to compete.

"Leonard's been a great addition," linebacker Patrick Willis said. "He's a big guy and we know he still has some oomph to him."

When an IndyCar was displayed at a recent practice, Harbaugh joked that Davis probably weighed a third of the car.

"Big Leonard," as he is sometimes referred, didn't mind, knowing it was all in good fun. If Davis was sensitive to jokes about his size, he might have walked away years ago.

He earned the nickname "BIGG" after reaching 6-0, 205 pounds as a fifth-grader. By seventh grade, he was 6-4, 300.

"I've been big all my life," said Davis, drafted out of Texas by the Cardinals with the second overall pick in 2001 behind Michael Vick. "It's not like I graduated high school 200 pounds and three years later I'm 350 or whatever. It wasn't like that. That kind of stuff doesn't bother me. Plus, for Coach to say something like that, he's not saying it in a mean way. That's just all jokes."

Most of his siblings had already moved out of the house by the time he came along, though he grew up with three sisters and a niece and nephew in the house. And the sister closest to him in age was 10 years older.

"It was stressful at times. They did whatever they could do to keep the family moving along," said Davis. "Sometimes you have heartaches and sometimes you have joy. Most of it was joyful living."

His mom did all she could for Davis, who grew up in the close-knit, sports-crazy community of Wortham, Texas, with a population of just under 1,100. When the football team traveled, the town traveled.

Sammie Lee traveled, too. She once drove 50 miles to find three pairs of size 18 Nikes that were on clearance at $19.95 because the person who ordered them never showed up — and there wasn't exactly a high demand for the size.

"They were blue and white. They didn't match his college colors but Leonard was so happy," his mom recalled. "His first pair of dress shoes, my brother found them and my daughter and I drove 91 miles to get those after they were held for us. ...

"I tell people I could write a story on how we raised Leonard. I don't regret anything," she said. "I've been to more places. Leonard built us a home, bought us a new Tahoe car when he got picked in the NFL because my husband was tall and it was hard for him to get in and out of the car. Leonard, he took care of us. In Austin where he went to college, they called him the big teddy bear."

Davis graduated high school at nearly his current size. He is happy to say he was rarely teased for his unique size.

"Where I'm from, everybody was friends, everybody got along," he said. "We all knew each other, we all respected each other. It was pretty family oriented."

These days, Davis is happy with his brothers on the 49ers. San Francisco won 30-22 at Green Bay in its opener last week, and the defending NFC West champions are quickly showing they're serious about making another run at a Super Bowl after last season's near-miss.

"There's definitely a lot of talent on this team," Davis said. "The guys who are here want to be here."
---------------------------------------------------------

Lions want to avenge 2011 loss to 49ers on Sunday
By Carlos Monarrez, Detroit Free Press
Lions cornerback Chris Houston hasn't forgotten anything. He had a front-row seat, after all, when the San Francisco 49ers came into Ford Field and hung the first loss on the Lions last season.

Houston straddled the goal line, standing helplessly only a few feet away when the 49ers scored the winning touchdown with 1:51 left on Alex Smith's slant pass to Delanie Walker on fourth-and-6.

The Lions entered the game as 5-0 NFL darlings. The loss was capped by the coaches' petulant postgame shenanigans, and just like that the Lions went from being considered Super Bowl contenders to water-cooler punch line.

Now, the Lions want payback. And their best players aren't shying away from saying so.

"Definitely," Houston said, "because they gave us our first loss and just the fire that the coaches got. We've definitely got our coach's back. But we want to go in there and pay them back for last year."

Minutes after their season-opening victory over St. Louis, Calvin Johnson set his sights on the 49ers.

"We want to go back and pay them back in their own house," he said. "We're definitely hungry for that one."

All the Lions are, but especially the defense, which failed in the clutch with the game on the line. Coach Jim Schwartz insists there won't be a clarion call to atone for that fourth-down play.

"I mean, our rallying cry isn't going to be 'Let's make amends for our fourth-down play from last year,' " he said. "It's in the past."

Sure, but that doesn't mean it is forgotten.

"We're going to watch last year's film, of course, because we figure they're probably going to try to do some of the same stuff," defensive end Cliff Avril said. "But, at least in my book, there's no revenge type thing going on right now. It's just preparing like a normal week and wanting to win."

Linebacker Ashlee Palmer sided with Houston and Johnson. He wants payback.

"Oh, yeah, definitely," Palmer said. "We let a couple of plays (slip) out of our hands last year. It's just how we feel.

"It shouldn't have come down to the situation it came down to. It actually came down to us the last couple of minutes in the game. We just put the offense in a bad situation late having to try to come back. We figure if we change some things it shouldn't have to come down to that situation."

The win over the Rams -- in which the defense allowed only one touchdown and helped Matthew Stafford overcome his three interceptions -- might be a prime example of the defensive assist the Lions' offense might need this week against one of the NFL's best defenses.

"Even if it takes our offense a little bit of time to get going, we know they're going to score," defensive end Kyle Vanden Bosch said. "It'll be important for us, if teams get down there, to not let them score and hold them to field goals. We know eventually the offense is going to get us seven (points)."

This game has been a year in the making. Many players agree it's time for payback. And though the Lions aren't spoiling for a fight in Frisco, they aren't exactly shrinking from one, either.

"We're a very resilient team," safety Erik Coleman said. "We're not going to let some adversity get us down and knock us off track. We're always going to fight. We kind of take on the attitude of Detroit: No matter what happens, we're going to keep working, we're going to keep our head down and we're going to fight our way out of it.

"We don't want to have all those comebacks, but if we're in that position where we need to come back and keep fighting, we're going to do it."

More Details: Up next: 49ers

Matchup: Lions (1-0) at San Francisco (1-0).

When: 8:20 p.m. Sunday.

Where: Candlestick Park, San Francisco.

TV/radio: NBC (Ch. 4 in Detroit); WXYT-FM (97.1).

Line: 49ers by 6?1/2.

Series: San Francisco leads, 35-26-1. The 49ers won last season at Ford Field, 25-19.
---------------------------------------------------------

49ers declare war on NFC

By Tom Danyluk, Pro Football Weekly
The swords banged and rattled in Green Bay, sounds of an early battle for the soul of the NFC.

The Niners are a team with soul, while the Packers have bargained theirs away. The pass-catch game now possesses them. Five guys running patterns, that sums up the Green Bay offense. When it’s clicking, it can be murder. When you get everybody covered, like the 49ers did on Sunday at Lambeau Field, the whole thing can go to ashes.

“Knowing that [Green Bay] is the hotshot team, the best in the last couple of years,” said LB NaVorro Bowman, “to come in here and beat them sends a huge statement all across the league.”

For San Francisco, the statement opens with the biggest roughneck secondary we’ve seen in years. Carlos Rogers and Tarell Brown on the corners, Donte Whitner and Dashon Goldson handling duties at safety. All of them are tacklers, contact experts. They add punctuation to things. They rough you up as they’re slapping on the handcuffs.

And that type of surveillance gives Jim Harbaugh the flexibility to do a lot of interesting things with his up-front defense. Green Bay learned that early. In the first quarter, on a 3rd-and-11 situation, the 49ers launched seven men at the quarterback. Max-blitzing Aaron Rodgers can be a suicide gig … that nitro release, the quick look-in patterns he feeds. But San Fran’s downfield web held up fine and Rodgers was taken down by Rogers.

“Our secondary got it done all day long,” said Ahmad Brooks, a 259-pound linebacker who spent the day blowing in from the DLE spot. “When you can cover it gives time for the pass rush to get there. And it goes the other way … the strong pass rush takes heat off the defensive backs.”

“Lots of heroes along the defensive front,” Harbaugh said. “We played a gap short the whole game but were still able to do a job on their run game.”

Harbaugh’s “gap-short” means he and coordinator Vic Fangio went with two defensive linemen — Justin Smith and Ray McDonald — as his base front, then played all kinds off shell games and flim-flammeries with his linebackers and extra defensive backs. The goal was to limit the number of things Rodgers saw available downfield, but the key was his undersized defensive front being able to handle the push from the Packers' offensive line that averages about 6-4, 313 pounds. No sweat. The push never came.

“Our front did its job really well,” Goldson said. “Being able to keep the box light and stop the run — that was big time. Then there are lots of things you can do on the back end that defend the passing game.”

The current Packers RB corps reminds you of the old Woody Bennett, Tony Nathan days in Miami. I can close my eyes and see Marino, after his 30th or 40th throw, running a token trap or a dive play to Bennett or Nathan or Ron Davenport, who maybe would bang out a few feet. A donation. Then Marino would get back to winging.

For Green Bay, it’s heavy-legged veteran Cedric Benson as the keynote back. A plodder. He has no burst. He’d find a yard or two. A long journey was four. You wonder if at some point head coach Mike McCarthy grabbed his mike-piece and messaged up to his people in the booth, “OK, who else we got?”

“We got problems, Michael.”

Fox’s Troy Aikman said during the telecast that McCarthy wasn’t worried about the run stats, the yards-per-carry, that he planned to run the ball no matter what just to ensure some semblance of offensive balance. Eventually, McCarthy ditched that idea, too.

“They were like, ‘Forget it,” said Rogers, whose sack was one of three 49ers takedowns on the day. “They went to the four and five wides and just started chucking the ball.” 

Postgame, Harbaugh gushed about Bowman, a third-year man who kept popping up in strange places and spoiling the Packers' playbook. In the fourth quarter, Green Bay had moved to within 23-15 and had possession when Rodgers thought he was seeing another 49ers blitz. Instead, Bowman reversed back into coverage as the quarterback unloaded one over the middle. Bowman picked it off.

“He didn’t expect me to be there, so he didn’t throw it too hard," Bowman explained. “Sometimes it’s just mental football. On that play it was. A lot of times guys just get sucked up into the line and just stay there. I didn’t bite on the run.”

One play later, San Francisco was in the endzone again.

And when it was over we again learned there are no guests on that 49ers' defense, and that the Packers probably own their flimsiest ground force since 2005 — a year of Brett Favre dropping back on every play and a team-best 582 rushing yards from someone named Samkon Gado.

“[The 49ers] are tough up front,” said Rodgers, who led Green Bay on the ground (27 yards). All of it escape yardage, get-aways. Flights from pursuit.

“They’ve got a great front seven,” he said. “We had some good looks to run the ball on the first couple drives, but we didn’t get a whole lot done.”

The 49ers, in the first skirmish of the war, got plenty done.
---------------------------------------------------------

Key matchup: Niners interior offensive line vs. Lions DTs
By Dan Arkush, Pro Football Weekly
In today’s “Key Matchup,” PFW’s Dan Arkush focuses on the Niners' interior offensive line vs. the Lions DTs in this Sunday’s nationally televised primetime game in San Francisco.

Niners interior offensive line (OLG Mike Iupati, C Jonathan Goodwin and ORG Alex Boone) vs. Lions DTs Ndamukong Suh, Corey Williams and Nick Fairley 

The Lions’ banged-up secondary could be facing a huge challenge this Sunday evening going up against an improved Niners passing attack with new key weapons such as WRs Randy Moss and Mario Manningham. What could help the Lions DBs considerably is the same kind of collective pressure that the Detroit DT trio of Suh, Williams and Fairley provided in Detroit’s Week One come-from-behind win over the upstart Rams.

No doubt helped somewhat by the foot injury that forced Rams C Scott Wells out of the season opener, Suh, Williams and Fairey each had sacks in Week One, with Williams also adding a forced fumble. Their matchup against the Niners’ trio of Iupati, Goodwin and Boone could be a bit more taxing.

Consider the job the Niners’ interior O-line did last Sunday on Packers NT B.J. Raji, the second-ranked NFC DT in the PFW 2012 Preview Magazine player rankings behind Suh.

Raji put a fair amount of pressure on Goodwin but tailed off in the second half. He had far less success with Boone, who made a convincing case for the Niners’ decision to make him the new starter at right guard this season with a quietly efficient effort in Green Bay. Not only were the Niners very effective running to Boone’s side; Boone also moved Raji out of Niners QB Alex Smith’s throwing lane on Smith’s TD pass to Moss.

Entering the league as an undisciplined, out-of-shape undrafted rookie, Boone has transformed his body and cleaned up his act, doing a commendable job converting to an unfamiliar position.

Iupati was solid last season but came nowhere close to reaching his first-round potential. But he is emerging as an enforcer and has become a master at the trap block. A really mellow fellow off the field, Iupati is the polar opposite on the field, possessing a very mean streak. He has great size, long arms and hands and a very strong upper body with outstanding functional playing strength. He’s also a strong drive blocker who carries his weight well, and his combination of size, brute strength, mobility and arm length make him an up-and-coming left guard of the highest order.

Goodwin was referred to by head coach Jim Harbaugh as a “block of granite” last season. The 33-year-old ex-Saint is a quiet, low-key workhorse who offers great maturity. Goodwin started all 16 games last season and did a great job communicating calls and understanding defenses.

After a tremendous rookie campaign with 10 sacks and 66 tackles, Suh came crashing down to earth last season with only four sacks and 36 tackles in 14 games. He missed two games after being suspended for trying to carve a hole in the chest of Packers OL Evan Dietrich-Smith with his spikes in an embarrassing Thanksgiving Day performance last season. Suh also was not nearly at his best against the Niners in Week Six last season, when he had only two assists in San Francisco’s 25-19 victory — a game in which the Niners ran wild (203 rushing yards).

But most league observers still consider Suh a rare talent with outstanding natural tools, and he got his 2012 season off to a decent start against the Rams.

Williams is a steady starter with good quickness and power.

Fairley, a first-rounder like Suh, was bothered by a foot injury as a rookie but showed major promise at times.
---------------------------------------------------------

Rodgers says officials for 49ers-Packers “deserved the scrutiny”
By Mike Florio, ProFootballTalk.com
Given the absence of any game-deciding calls or protracted delays or Keystone cop clusterfudges during Week One, the perception is that the replacement officials did an acceptable job.

Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers doesn’t agree with that perception.

In his weekly visit with Jason Wilde of ESPN Wisconsin, Rodgers was candid regarding the officiating in the 30-22 loss.

“They’re under a lot of scrutiny,” Rodgers said in reference to the replacements, “and the one’s we had last week deserved the scrutiny.  You have to understand the rules.”

Rodgers wasn’t looking for an excuse for his team’s loss.  Indeed, the only call he specifically mentioned fueled a Green Bay touchdown via a block in the back that wasn’t called.

“You have to try to curtail some of your frustration I think,” Rodgers said.  “It’s just frustrating when you’re positive that there’s either a missed call, or that the rule was not interpreted the way that it’s supposed to be interpreted.  There were multiple instances of that, and when you watch the film back it’s frustrating.

“That being said, there were just some bizarre calls on both sides.  Anybody who watches the TV copy, I mean I saw it from the sidelines, but we scored a touchdown on a legit block in the back.  I don’t know what happened on that.  It has to hopefully get better.”

Despite those concerns, the NFL has benefited from the reality that, based on the images pumped into TVs throughout the country, the officials look the part, act the part, and sound the part.  Brushing off mistakes by pointing out that the regular officials make mistakes, too, the league has crafted a simple but highly effective P.R. strategy that will keep fans from reacting in the only way that matters — by not buying tickets and/or not watching games.

Even with high-profile players like Rodgers speaking out, only a major gaffe that directly influences the outcome of a game will even begin to move the needle.

We’re not saying it’s right, but it’s reality.  And so the locked-out officials can wait for a major blunder that prompts a fan outcry — or the locked-out officials can get back to work.
---------------------------------------------------------

Hopefully, Harbaugh-Schwartz II will be more Civil
By Darin Gantt, ProFootballTalk.com

Expect many references to handshakes leading up to Sunday’s game between the Lions and 49ers.

But give John Harbaugh credit for remembering his history.

Asked about his brother Jim and Jim Schwartz’s blowing up at each other last year, John Harbaugh invoked the Civil War.

“Fireworks in the handshake? I was thinking about that a little bit,” the Ravens coach said Tuesday, via the Baltimore Sun. “I don’t think there’s been so much attention paid to a handshake since Grant and Lee shook hands at Appomattox.”

Asked which one his brother was, the Ravens coach replied: “Obviously, he was Grant for the record.”

In case you’re not a history buff, or you haven’t had coffee yet, Appomattox was the final battle of the Civil War, where Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia surrendered to Union General Ulysses S. Grant.

And we challenge everyone else who wants to talk about last year’s dust-up to come up with something as original.
---------------------------------------------------------

Chris Houston says Randy Moss is a possession receiver
By Mike Florio, ProFootballTalk.com

Few players in NFL history respond more aggressively and decisively to external criticism than 49ers receiver Randy Moss.  What makes him great (i.e., the ability to muster a high degree of motivation when antagonized) also has been his greatest flaw (i.e., an inability to consistently muster that motivation absent external motivation).

Lions cornerback Chris Houston risked riling up Randy Moss on Monday, in advance of Detroit’s trip to San Francisco.  According to Josh Katzenstein of the Detroit News, Houston said Monday that Moss is a “possession receiver.”  Houston added that he doesn’t think Moss can “take the top off” the defense.

Given Detroit’s well-documented problems in the defensive secondary, it’s not the smartest thing Houston ever has said.  With Moss snaring a touchdown pass in the 49ers’ Week One win over the Packers, Houston shouldn’t give Moss any extra reason to try even harder to make an impact.

After all, Moss once racked up three touchdowns against the Lions after he was supplied external motivation.  And that motivation didn’t even come from the Lions; it came from ESPN’s Merril Hoge, who accused Moss of taking plays off.
---------------------------------------------------------

Despite 49ers impressive win, questions focus on Harbaugh handshake
By Media Services, Sacramento News 10

49ers coach Jim Harbaugh knew it was coming and he was well-prepared. Despite the 49ers most well-played game in the last 18 years, Harbaugh knew at his Monday news conference that he would be asked about his handshake debacle last year in Detroit with Lions coach Jim Schwartz. 

After the 49ers' 25-19 win last year at Ford Field, Harbaugh bounded to midfield, dropped a f-bomb in jubilation, untucked his sweatshirt from his trousers and vigorously shook the hand of Schwartz. Then he half-pushed, half slapped Schwartz on the back and ran off the field. Aghast and angered, Schwartz caught up to Harbaugh and the two jostled briefly before 49ers tight end Vernon Davis and others interceded. 

"Our approach with the mini-controversies are really to give them the attention they deserve, which isn't much," Harbaugh said on Monday. "Now people who choose that to promote this game or any other game, they are really missing the point. The game is just so much bigger. Just as a rule of thumb, I have too much respect for the men who play this game on both sides, and too much respect for the game, to give it anything less than what it deserves." 

When questioners persisted, Harbaugh said, "It's completely irrelevant. To put it next to the game itself is missing the point in my opinion. I don't know if I have anything more that I could possibly add to it." 

The incident prompted a call from the NFL office, but neither Harbaugh nor Schwartz were fined for the incident. 

And while Harbaugh would never admit it, he has learned. Since then he has been a model of post-game comportment. While Harbaugh is sometimes very brief with his postgame handshake, he nevertheless always seeks out the other coach after the game. 

When asked about his postgame sportsmanship, Harbaugh said, "Now is not the time to address it."
---------------------------------------------------------

Akers ties record on field goal on poor hit
By The Sports Xchange, CBSSports.com

--When things were going well last year, coach Jim Harbaugh told his players they needed to do something uncomfortable in order to maintain their edge. That might include waking up earlier or studying more. In light of the team's impressive win in Green Bay, Harbaugh was asked if he would encourage more commitment.

"We'll see what we can do about that," he said. He then said he had a story about Muhammad Ali that he was going to relate to the team, but wouldn't say what the story was.

--Harbaugh said that kicker David Akers told him that he didn't hit his 63-yard field goal all that well. Harbaugh said the key to the kick was how straight the ball was struck. "There was no variance left or right on that kick," he said. "The trueness and straightness of that kick is what makes the difference."
---------------------------------------------------------

Akers surprised self with 63-yard field goal
By Associated Press, CBSSports.com

David Akers' mouth fell open and his eyes popped as he threw his arms into the air in both celebration and disbelief. Somehow, a field goal from 63 yards out had gone in - after bouncing off the crossbar and through the uprights.

Moments later, San Francisco's spot-on kicker was mobbed by teammates as the 49ers headed into halftime of last week's season-opening victory at Green Bay with a 16-7 lead.

Akers' facial expressions became nearly as big a deal in the highlight reels as the kick itself, which just so happened to tie an NFL record for longest ever.

Even the All-Pro Akers didn't think he had struck it just right this time. And that's saying something coming from the guy who set a single-season record with 44 field goals last year.
---------------------------------------------------------

NFL power rankings: Niners' Jim Harbaugh fond of shooting down media's questions
By Michael Silver, Yahoo! Sports

Before we get to the scintillating, stratifying inquiries that you've been missing all these months, I'd like to begin with a question for 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh:

Would you like to be a "32Q" guest columnist one of these weeks? 

Jim Harbaugh argues a call during Sunday's win over the Pack. (AP)Harbaugh, you see, likes to question questions like few others in NFL circles. Lately, he has been offering heartfelt critiques of the queries he receives from people in my business, which makes me believe he fashions himself an expert on the subject.

Last Friday, before the Niners headed off to Wisconsin for their season-opening showdown with the Packers at Lambeau Field, Harbaugh took issue with CSN Bay Area reporter John Henry Smith's question about Kyle Williams, whose overtime fumble set up the Giants' game-winning field goal in last January's NFC championship game. "Why do you continue to bring that up?" Harbaugh demanded. " "What is the reason?"

Back in August, Harbaugh became agitated during a media session, chiding reporters for asking "a lot of master-of-the-obvious questions today." And, of course, there was the understated interview last June with espn.com's Mike Sando in which Harbaugh referred to those who question his hard-to-fathom claim that the 49ers didn't pursue Peyton Manning over the offseason as residents of "a diabolical world."

In the football world, no coach is hotter than Harbaugh: On Sunday the Niners went into Lambeau and knocked off the Packers 30-22, defeating an NFC rival that last year didn't lose its first (and only) regular-season game until the week before Christmas. In doing so, the Niners looked potent enough to ascend to the top spot of our season-opening, weekly referendum on the NFL's pecking order, edging out the defending AFC champion Patriots, the team I picked to win the AFC and the defending AFC North champions, who happen to be coached by Harbaugh's brother, John.

As fate would have it, the Niners will put their No. 1 ranking on the line Sunday night at Candlestick Park against the Lions, meaning many of my media colleagues and I will be revisiting the post-handshake fracas that broke out between Harbaugh and Lions coach Jim Schwartz after their game last October.

When the subject was broached at his media session Monday, Harbaugh – you guessed it – shut down the line of questioning, saying, "It's completely irrelevant to put it next to the game itself."

Harbaugh and I go way back, and at the risk of being a master of the obvious, I kind of get the feeling he could use a stress-relieving diversion. So, when I see him at the 'Stick Sunday night, maybe I'll throw out my offer to let him be the first guest columnist in 32 Questions.

Hopefully, he won't mind my asking. 

JUST ASKING

1. San Francisco 49ers: In retrospect, should Vernon Davis have gone with the Iceman-style finger roll?

---------------------------------------------------------

Lambeau Yield

By Clifton Brown, Sporting News
The Green Bay Packers have lost their last two meaningful games at Lambeau Field—their playoff loss to the New York Giants and the season opener against the San Francisco 49ers. The Packers are 2-3 in their last five games overall, including the postseason.

Green Bay is a trendy Super Bowl choice, having won the Lombardi Trophy after the 2010 season and featuring a great quarterback in Aaron Rodgers. But the Packers have issues. The lack of a consistent running game is putting more and more pressure on Rodgers. And I’m not sure Cedric Benson is the answer.

Benson is a volume back who gets better the more he touches it. But will the Packers commit to giving Benson a ton of carries and take the ball out of Rodgers’ hands? No way. The 49ers have the best front seven in football, in my opinion, and they held Benson to 18 yards on nine carries in Week 1.

Fortunately for Benson, the 49ers have left the building. However, Thursday night’s Bears-Packers matchup at Lambeau Field is huge for Benson and the Packers. Benson gets to face his former team. But more important, the Packers will be trying to avoid starting 0-2, with both losses coming at Lambeau.

Got to love this Thursday night football every week. 

Hit the mute button on the next person calling Alex Smith a game manager 

Watching Smith’s 20-for-26 performance in person at Lambeau—and hearing his teammates talk about him afterward—sold me. The 49ers can win a Super Bowl with Smith under center, and they just might do it in February.

“I have a lot of confidence in Alex,” said 49ers tight end Vernon Davis after Sunday’s win. “A lot of people didn’t believe in him. I always knew. I’m excited for him.”

In 19 starts (including two playoff games) under coach Jim Harbaugh, Smith has thrown 24 touchdown passes and five interceptions. That low interception total is key. One of Smith’s biggest strengths under Harbaugh is he avoids the big mistake.

Smith had a 101.0 passer rating in the playoffs last season. During the past 12 months, he has won games over Rodgers, Drew Brees, Eli Manning and Ben Roethlisberger. Smith is accurate. He is mobile. He is smart. He is tough. He was a No. 1 overall pick for a reason.

I can’t blame Harbaugh for kicking the tires on Peyton Manning during the offseason. But the 49ers are just fine at quarterback. Smith is no longer a bust. He’s an asset.

---------------------------------------------------------

Jets-Steelers, Lions-49ers, Broncos-Falcons headline Week 2
By Ian Rapoport, NFL.com
The first impressions came fast and furious.

The Dallas Cowboys, with their beatdown of the New York Giants taking place before the nation last Wednesday night, forced everyone to take notice. Caution is requested on the inevitable conclusion jump, but that defense already looks like one that will give the 'Boys a chance every week.
The New York Jets shut down their big top, fired their ringmaster and sent the elephants and clowns home. For one game, at least, the circus closed. That's how you answer a preseason of discontent.

Oh, and the San Francisco 49ers emerged as maybe the most complete team, roughhousing the Green Bay Packers on defense and doing whatever they wanted on offense.

Yet don't forget how the Saints, Bills and Chiefs hit the deck hard, a rude introduction to the 2012 campaign.

What about Act 2? The march to find out what's real and what isn't is upon us, and this top-heavy slate of games has what we need ...

» Rex Ryan's crew against a real defense? Check.

» A high-octane grudge match that will (hopefully) end in a conclusive handshake? Check.

» An up-tempo, wide-open pass-fest between Peyton Manning and the newest upstart vying for inclusion in the pantheon of great quarterbacks? Check. And more.

Here is your Week 2 primer, with games ranked in order of intrigue, from 1 to 16:
Detroit at San Francisco

8:20 p.m. ET, NBCGet Tickets

Why this game is No. 2:

 The drama over the NFL's best (or worst?) handshake of 2011 pulls us in. We're weak. Whatever happens after the game, whatever the score, the postgame greeting between 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh and Lions coach Jim Schwartz could be entertaining. Will they nearly come to blows again? Will it involve a back slap? Or, in the heat of the moment, will both of them offer levity? Before all that, though, it's merely a matchup of the NFL's nastiest defense vs. Detroit's pass-first offense.

What to watch:

 Quarterback Matthew Stafford's comeback took all the headlines, as he shook off a mistake-filled performance to thrive under fire and guide the Lions to a narrow win over the Rams. But under the radar, Detroit actually ran the ball. Kevin Smith averaged 4.8 yards per rush, and if that can continue, it should make their attack much more varied. But will anyone be able to run the ball against Patrick Willis, NaVorro Bowman and company? Doubtful. On offense, San Francisco showcased quite an array of weapons in Week 1, with Randy Moss grabbing a touchdown. Can the Lions make Alex Smith revert to his old ways or is there too much talent around him? #DETvsSF
---------------------------------------------------------

49ers' Brooks took the long way toward being a star linebacker
By Dennis Dillon, Sports Illustrated
Of all the people who have touched or influenced his football career, 49ers linebacker Ahmad Brooks ranks his family at the top of the list. His late father, Perry, who played 92 games in the NFL as a defensive lineman for the Redskins (1978-84), used to call him before every game. Now, he hears from his mother, Vergie; his older sister, Krsunthia; his older brother, Perry, Jr. -- or all three. They always preach the same motto.

Play hard. Play smart.

On his right wrist, Brooks wears a rubber bracelet with those four words and his father's name on it. Krsunthia gave him his first bracelet (black with red lettering) before a preseason game in New Orleans last year, and she has offered to get him more in a variety of hues. Gold with red letters, for example, would match the 49ers' colors.

"It's a reminder to me of what I've been through," Brooks said. "Pretty much what got me here."

Until last year, Brooks was virtually unknown, even inside the Bay Area. And much of the information about him that did drift out was of a negative nature.

His story is one of redemption. Big-time high school player who gets a scholarship from Virginia only to be dismissed from the team after three seasons because of a marijuana possession charge. Enters the 2006 NFL Supplemental Draft and is picked by the Bengals in the third round, but suffers a groin injury early in his second season, winds up on the injured reserve list and gets waived. Is claimed by the 49ers but doesn't play in '08 and goes through an up-and-down learning curve the next two seasons.

Brooks finally became a starter last season -- a perfect fit for the scheme new defensive coordinator Vic Fangio (hired by new coach Jim Harbaugh) was installing -- and had seven sacks, three pass breakups and 50 tackles (all career highs), plus one forced fumble.

If his performance in San Francisco's season opener in Green Bay on Sunday was a harbinger, Brooks will be a disruptive force again this season. He pressured Aaron Rodgers down the stretch and sacked the quarterback for a seven-yard loss on the Packers' final possession, helping the defending NFC West champions secure a 30-22 victory.

So, why did it take Brooks, who is 28 and in his seventh NFL season, this long to emerge?

Injuries set him back early. He was inactive for several games as a rookie with the Bengals because of neck and groin ailments. Injuries flared up again in 2007, his second season, when he tore both of his groins in the second game. When the 49ers claimed him on waivers in August 2008, he hadn't healed completely and was made inactive for the entire season. Then he missed the first two games in '09.

Brooks didn't play in an NFL game for over two years (Sept. 16, 2007 to Sept. 27, 2009). Some teams would have given up on a player like that. Some players would have given up on themselves. But Brooks' confidence never wavered.

"I was still on the 53-man roster," he said. "I was still traveling with the team. I was still practicing every day, as if I were preparing for a game. So it wasn't like I wasn't doing anything."

Finally, Brooks had a chance to showcase his skills in 2009. He played in 14 games and had six sacks and five forced fumbles. After missing the 2010 opener because of yet another injury (he lacerated his kidney during training camp), he sacked Saints quarterback Drew Brees in Week 2. He made his first start for San Francisco in a December game in Green Bay and sacked Rodgers twice.

Then came his emergence in Fangio's defense, a 3-4 scheme that might not have been much different from the 3-4 run by former coordinator Greg Manusky, but was friendlier to Brooks' skills.

"It was a system he could excel in if he did the right things, which he did," Fangio said. "We put him in there, told him this was his job and it was time for him to do it -- or not do it."

Brooks took Fangio's cue. He started every game, played about 90 percent of the snaps and contributed his share of plays among a linebacker corps that may be the best in the NFL. In addition to Brooks, there are Patrick Willis, who has gone to the Pro Bowl in each of his five seasons and has been a first-team All-Pro selection four times; Aldon Smith, who had 14 sacks as a rookie; and NaVorro Bowman, another up-and-comer who is in his third season. They helped the 49ers, who last year ranked first in the league in stopping the run, second in opponents' first downs and second in scoring defense, advance to the NFC championship game in Harbaugh's first season.

"We definitely had a good defense last year," Brooks said. "Coming off a good season and coming into this season, I feel more confident out there in knowing my assignments and knowing what to do."

Brooks, who in the past had sometimes been criticized for not being in shape or for his work ethic, recommitted himself during the offseason. He spent more time at the team's facility in Santa Clara, working out with some of the 49ers' gym rats. He observed some of his teammates' work habits and attention to detail that make them better players.

Harbaugh noticed. He said Brooks came into training camp in the best shape he's been in.

Another past charge against Brooks was that he didn't know the defense or the plays well enough. Perhaps coaches didn't always put him in the right position. The Bengals first tried him at middle linebacker, but he's much more effective on the outside.

"He's a very physical outside linebacker," Fangio said, "We kind of ask him to do a little bit of everything. He's got to be an excellent run defender, he's got to drop into pass coverage, and, most importantly, he has to be an effective outside rusher for us."

When the 49ers go to their nickel defense, Brooks will line up at end but he doesn't always stay there. Fangio will move him around. For example, when he sacked Rodgers on Sunday, Brooks came rushing up the middle.

Brooks gets more of a chance to be a pass rusher in Fangio's scheme. If there's one thing Fangio wants to see Brooks improve this season, it's his pass rush. Specifically, Fangio would like to see more consistency in that area. Sunday's game against Green Bay was a good first step in that direction.

"I wouldn't necessarily say I've been working on my moves a lot, but I've been working on my hand placement, my bull rush," Brooks said. "Just trying to find something that works for me."

Brooks could have gone on the free agent market after last season, but the 49ers kept him in the Bay Area by signing him to a six-year, $44.5 million contract, including a guaranteed $17.5 million. Although not necessarily given to reflection, Brooks realizes he's a fortunate man who has managed to put past troubles behind him (he was charged with assault while in Cincinnati) and emerge as a late bloomer.

"When I look back on my college career, I didn't give it my all," he said. "I did things I shouldn't have done and it bit me in the butt. And I kind of regret it. But that's what made me into the person I am today. It makes me not want to do those things again. I think about the consequences before I take any actions.

"Very few guys make it to this point, make it to the NFL. And even when they get into the NFL, it's all about staying in the NFL. I'm so thankful being in the position I'm in. I don't want to take this for granted. I want to seize all the opportunities I can. When my career is over, I want to say, 'I gave it my all.' "

Under a different set of circumstances, Brooks would have finished his career at Virginia on a high note, been drafted in the first round of the regular draft and become a star long before now. But he chose a different path, one he can't change now.

"I could have had this, I could have had that," he said. "But I didn't, and I just made things harder than what it should have been. But this is God's plan, and this is obviously what I needed to go through."

While his career appears to be on an upward swing, Brooks realizes it is still a work in progress and there are no guarantees that the rest of the journey will be free of detours. There will ber missed tackles, team losses, perhaps another injury to overcome. But should he need a little boost of inspiration, all he has to do is look at his wrist and read the inscription.

Play hard. Play smart.

---------------------------------------------------------

NFL Power Rankings

By Don Banks, Sports Illustrated

I kind of enjoy over-reaction week in the NFL, meaning the days following Week 1's results. Because it reminds us how much the league recreates itself each and every seven days. Just check out the NFC, where Washington, Dallas and Chicago are riding sky right now, while Green Bay, New Orleans and the Giants (three-fourths of last year's final four in the conference) are all feeling worthless and weak on the heels of upset losses at home.

But give it a week and the picture will change. It always does. Just like the top of our NFL power rankings heading into the second weekend. The Patriots, 49ers and Ravens have moved up into the top three slots, and the Texans hold steady at No. 4. After that, it's picking and choosing between Week 1 winners and losers, and trying to discern who has staying power and who was an opening-week mirage. Sixteen games down, 240 more to go.

Now on to this week's rankings...

NFL Power Rankings 

2, Last Week: 6 

San Francisco 49ers (1-0)

Huge opening statement by the 49ers, who went into Lambeau Field and became the first road team to win there in the regular season since Miami accomplished it in overtime in Week 6 of 2010, snapping a 13-game home winning streak for Green Bay. Road teams overall did pretty well for themselves in Week 1, going 7-9, with the 49ers and Redskins beating the Packers and Saints, respectively, teams that went a combined 17-1 (including the playoffs) at home in 2011. 

---------------------------------------------------------

Stafford on last year’s game against the 49ers: “There were some instances where we kind of beat ourselves.”
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

Matthew Stafford spoke on a conference call Wednesday afternoon. He talked about the 49ers defense, what the 49ers offense does well, and what he remembers from their game last season. Here’s a transcript.

Q: What jumps out to you about the 49ers’ defense?

STAFFORD: It’s obviously similar group to the one we played last year. Physical up front, good in the back end, two really good linebackers. Doing a good job playing their scheme, playing well.

Q: Do you imagine you’ll see more of the 49ers’ dime defense? 6 DBs and Patrick Willis on the sideline.

STAFFORD:  I imagine we could get some  that. You know, they were just matching personnel with Green Bay so depending on what personnel is in the game for us, but if we do some of our stuff where we go four and five wide kind of stuff, I can see Perrish Cox getting some playing time for sure.

Q: Describe the closing minutes against the Rams last week.

STAFFORD:  We just had to execute. Came out in the first three quarters and really played well, just turned the ball over and – 3 times – obviously, I can’t do that again and expect to win.

Q: How did you bounce back from those INTs?

STAFFORD:  We had about half the game left to play. Two choices: either keep playing or hang them up, obviously decided to keep playing and you got to keep throwing. You got to get yourself out of it. Threw the ball, besides the three picks, pretty well.

Q: The 49ers haven’t turned the ball over in 6 regular season games. How have they done that?

STAFFORD:  That’s what their system is built around: protecting the football, playing good defense, taking what the defense gives you and playing great special teams. That’s what they do. They have a very good running game. Alex is playing really well. Obviously upgraded their receiver position in the offseason.

Q: What happened at the end of your game with the 49ers last year?

STAFFORD:  Didn’t move the ball and didn’t get a chance to score. They did a good job after they scored their touchdown.

It’s kind of tough because there were some instances where we kind of beat ourselves. Had some penalties, had some plays that got down inside the five-yard line then got called for holding here or a chop there. Kind of had two big plays called back and then got inside the redzone and didn’t finish off drives a couple times and that’s what put us in that spot.
---------------------------------------------------------

Tarell Brown on covering Calvin Johnson: “If you jump off the ground quicker than he gets up, you’ll be OK.”
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat
Tarell Brown spoke in the media tent on Wednesday. He discussed how to cover Calvin Johnson and what “the look” from Aaron Rodgers means. Here’s a transcript.

Q: How do you prepare for Calvin Johnson?

BROWN: He’s a great player and he does a lot of great things for their team. I think the biggest thing for us is just to go out there and play our game. Our coaches definitely get us ready for that.

Q: Watching film, are they doing anything different with Johnson?

BROWN: Same thing – they’re getting him the ball. He’s their featured guy. The biggest thing for us is just to play our style of football: Go out there and be physical, go out there and get our hands on him, try to slow that guy down. He’s going to make catches, but we want to limit his yards after the catch, and go out there and compete for every jump ball, every time he’s thrown to.

Q: How do you think you fared against him last year?

BROWN: I feel I fared well. We played a lot of different coverages, tried to change things up.

Q: What’s the key to covering Johnson?

BROWN: You want to take the focus off the quarterback and put it more on (Johnson), and kind of see what his types of stems are, types of routes he likes and how he bends or breaks out of his cuts. That’s the biggest thing, and I think a lot of that comes from film study.

Q: Johnson is 6-5. You’re 5-10. Technique-wise, how does a shorter man cope with a big man like him?

BROWN: You want to get in to him, be aggressive with him at the line of scrimmage. When the ball’s in the air, we’re both going to compete for the ball. He may have the height advantage, but if I get off the ground quicker than him, I feel like I’m taller than him.

Q: So it’s a matter of timing?

BROWN: Timing, and getting in and out of your breaks quicker than him. With a guy like that, the hardest thing is the jump ball. But like I said, if you jump off the ground quicker than he gets up, you’ll be OK.

ME: Chris Culliver said that Aaron Rodgers was giving him “the look” throughout the game – making eye contact with him before the play and raising an eyebrow. Did he do that to you?

BROWN: Yeah, we got a couple of those looks. I think those were just him trying to read the defense. He wasn’t getting a good tell off the safeties so he was looking at the corners seeing who would give him a key or a tell as to what kind of coverage we were in.
---------------------------------------------------------

Bowman describes Takeaway Thursdays, and more
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

NaVorro Bowman spoke in the media tent Wednesday afternoon. He discussed his fourth quarter interception against the Packers, and he described what Takeaway Thursdays are. Here’s a transcript.

Q: What was the key to your interception?

BOWMAN: It was just me being a football player. I think all of those things

 came into effect and I was able to do what I did in the scheme of the defense.

Q: Have your hands improved?

BOWMAN: I don’t know. I’m a defensive player so not too many balls get thrown

 my way, but whenever they do I try to catch them and we work at that every single day.

Q: Have you ever played offense?

BOWMAN: I played running back growing up in high school and decided defense was better.

Q: How much have you improved since last year?

BOWMAN: One of the things of being successful in this game, you have to know what everyone else around you is doing and I just try to ask question to figure out what it is Just learn everything so I can play the best I can.

Q: Patrick Willis the Godfather to your twins?

BOWMAN:Patrick is a great guy, on and off the field. As far as on the field, there are things we have to do to do our job. Off the field, he’s a great guy and gives me advice with things other than football and he’s a great friend, so why wouldn’t I want a great example like Patrick to be the godfather of my children.

ME: Are you a better player than Patrick?

BOWMAN: Am I a better player? I’m going to leave that to you guys. Me and Patrick put in a lot of work to go out there and play together. Pretty much what it comes down to is me and Patrick doing the job our coaches need us to do.

Q: How do you guys stress turnovers?

BOWMAN: They stress it extremely. We work on it every single day. We have this thing called Takeaway Thursday where we try to get as many turnovers as we can and see where we end up and go into the game with that type of mindset.

Q: Tell me more.

BOWMAN: It’s just being ball hawking. Trying to get the balls out. Those are the things that go into the game and if we practice it, it’ll show up in the game.

Q: How many TOs have you forced on your best Takeaway Thursday?

BOWMAN: We’ve came up with probably or 9 in a three-hour practice. Just everyone running to the ball. The coaches do a great job setting up the drills that get our mindset focused on that.
---------------------------------------------------------

The view from the press box
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

When you watch football on television, you only see what’s happening at the line of scrimmage. That’s just half the story. When I watch a game from a press box, I get to watch the other half. I want to tell you about the other half.

I watch how the wide receivers run their patterns and how the defensive backs try to cover them. Seeing all that, I try to figure out where the quarterback will or should throw before he’s thrown it.

After the play I look at the television, which is always on a 10-second delay, and I watch the battle at the line of scrimmage, the quarterback in the pocket, the other of half of the story.

In the Lambeau press box, I could see how the Packers’ coverage of Randy Moss evolved during the game, and how that affected the other receivers.

They started by single-covering Moss, showing him very little respect. That ended when the Packers’ defensive backs completely lost track of Moss in the end zone, and he caught a touchdown.

After that, the Packers were extra aware of Moss, and the Niners used that against them. Moss ran deep on one play, and the Packers completely overreacted to him, double-teaming him 50 yards down the field.

Which opened up the middle for Vernon Davis, who was wide open. And Alex Smith hit him for a 29-yard gain.

I admit, I was staring at Moss run deep on that play. I didn’t notice Davis break open. Moss was such a good decoy, he deked me, too.

The reason I tell you this is because when I’m in the press box, I can provide you analysis you can’t see in real time, except when I get deked.

Glad to be of service to you.

