49ers Mid-Day Clips – September 27, 2012

Local Media
Morning Tailgate: Sept. 27 
By Alex Espinoza, 49ers.com
http://blog.49ers.com/2012/09/27/morning-tailgate-sept-27/ 
More Gore? 49ers RB could be focus against struggling Jets defense
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2012/09/27/see-frank-run-gore-could-be-focus-against-struggling-jets-defense/ 
Word of the day: ‘Dogness,’ as used by Frank Gore to describe RT Anthony Davis
By Cam Inman, Mercury News
http://blogs.mercurynews.com/49ers/2012/09/27/word-of-the-day-dogness-as-used-by-frank-gore-to-describe-rt-anthony-davis/ 
Castaways: 49ers say Ohio isolation well-timed for Jets week

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2012/09/castaways-49ers-say-ohio-isolation-well-timed-for-jets-week.html 

Around the NFC West: Welcoming real refs
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/76195/around-the-nfc-west-welcoming-real-refs 
NFC West: Injury situations that matter
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/76157/nfc-west-injury-situations-that-matter-72 
Three-point stance: San Francisco 49ers
By Dan Riccio, ESPN Stats & Information
http://espn.go.com/blog/new-york/jets/post/_/id/16099/three-point-stance-san-francisco-49ers 
After Further Review: 49ers' passing game just doesn't scare, despite efforts to improve
By CBSSports.com
http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/story/20384486/after-further-review-49ers-passing-game-just-doesnt-scare-despite-efforts-to-improve 
Prisco Picks: Week 4
By Pete Prisco, CSBSports.com
http://www.cbssports.com/nfl/features/writers/prisco/picks/week4 
Rex Ryan insists Vernon Davis is NFL's best tight end
By Marc Sessler, NFL.com

http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap1000000066914/article/rex-ryan-insists-vernon-davis-is-nfls-best-tight-end 
National Media
Saviors in return, regular refs will be scrutinized more than ever

By Don Banks, Sports Illustrated
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2012/writers/don_banks/09/27/regular-refs-return/index.html?sct=nfl_t11_a0 
Dustin Keller likely back for Jets
By Rich Cimini, ESPNNewYork.com
http://espn.go.com/new-york/nfl/story/_/id/8431717/new-york-jets-dustin-keller-likely-return-stephen-hill-likely-out 
Jets hope emotional win propels them forward
By Joey Lamar, Examiner.com
http://www.examiner.com/article/jets-hope-emotional-win-propels-them-forward 
Jets' Joe McKnight has mixed emotions over move to cornerback
By Dan Loumena, Los Angeles Times
http://www.latimes.com/sports/sportsnow/la-sp-sn-jets-joe-mcknight-cornerback-20120926,0,5085346.story 
Local Clips – Full Version 
Morning Tailgate: Sept. 27 
By Alex Espinoza, 49ers.com
The 49ers were back on the field Wednesday afternoon as they took over Stambaugh Stadium at Youngstown State University. Perhaps the biggest news of the day was the regular season practice debut of running back Brandon Jacobs, who has returned to the field on a limited basis for the first time since being injured in Week 3 of the preseason.

Matt Barrows of the Sacramento Bee observed the beginning of Wednesday’s practice session and said Jacobs looked like he was moving well.

“If Jacobs is fully healthy Sunday, he likely would be worked into games as a short-yardage runner,” Barrows wrote. “Through three games, only two running backs – Gore and Kendall Hunter – have carried the ball for the 49ers. Gore has 45 carries for 264 yards, and Hunter has 18 carries for 64 yards.”

Today’s Morning Tailgate also features headlines about the rain-soaked practice, referees, Rex Ryan, Darrelle Revis and more.

Matt Maiocco of CSNBayArea.com relays the comments of Jets Coach Rex Ryan about Vernon and Anthony Davis. Maiocco: “The 49ers traded up two spots in the 2010 NFL draft to select Anthony Davis at No. 11 overall. In his third season, Davis has gotten off to a good start. But Ryan is the first person to single him out for such lavish praise.”

Cam Inman of the Bay Area News Group shares the humorous story of Ryan confusing Alex Smith for Aaron Rodgers at an awards banquet earlier this year. Inman: “But confusing people is something Ryan has learned to live with. His brother, Rob, is the Dallas Cowboys’ defensive coordinator. Ryan’s advice to Smith: be prepared for further identity mixups.”

Michelle Smith of ESPNW.com spoke to rookie tight end Garrett Celek about the support of his older brother, Eagles tight end Brent Celek. Smith: “But Celek thought the 49ers — with Harbaugh’s penchant for using tight ends in his power offense — would be the best fit. All along, big brother Brent, in his sixth season with the Eagles, has been giving Garrett advice.”

Eric Branch of the San Francisco Chronicle describes the security measures the 49ers have used during their unique stay in Ohio. Branch: “On Wednesday, the team held its morning walkthrough practice in a parking lot behind the hotel, the same locale that they held walkthroughs last year. On Wednesday, however, four team buses were fanned out across the perimeter of the parking lot to discourage interested onlookers (including members of the Jets’ espionage team?)”

The Associated Press wrapped up the 49ers’ first day practicing in rainy Youngstown. AP: “Now in his second season and after a trip to the NFC championship game, Harbaugh doesn’t want distractions derailing the same atmosphere from developing. It was business as usual, with an extra helping of hard work.”

Mike Sando of ESPN.com examines the impact of injured Jets All-Pro cornerback Darrelle Revis. Sando: “The injury means Michael Crabtree, Randy Moss, Mario Manningham and the 49ers’ other receivers won’t have to worry about getting stranded on “Revis Island” this week.”

Branch also examined the 49ers passing game and noted Smith has thrown most of his passes to short or intermediate receivers. Branch: “Of Smith’s 92 pass attempts, four have traveled 20 yards or more downfield and tight end Vernon Davis was targeted with the other three deep balls.”

Inman shared the thoughts of the 49ers players, who are eager to welcome back the veteran NFL referees this weekend. Inman: “(Donte) Whitner agreed that the ‘tipping point’ in the NFL’s lockout of officials surely came Monday night, when the Seattle Seahawks were awarded a controversial winning touchdown on the final play against the Green Bay Packers.”

Barrows notes the current 49ers who are represented at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. Barrows: “Every time a player sets a record, the Hall asks for the ball. The one that Jerry Rice caught to set the NFL receptions record, for instance, is in one of the hundreds of boxes being housed in Canton.”

49ers.com also provided a complete roundup of the day’s action (story/photos) and video of Jim Harbaugh’s press conference. Mario Manningham’s return to his hometown area was also featured along with the comments of Ryan and Jets QB Mark Sanchez.

---------------------------------------------------------

More Gore? 49ers RB could be focus against struggling Jets defense
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
With Jets All-Pro cornerback Darrelle Revis sidelined for the season with a torn ACL, the 49ers offense might be wise to test … New York’s run defense on Sunday?

It might seem counterintuitive – until examining the stat sheet.

Through three games, New York’s typically stout run defense ranks 28th in the NFL (148.7 yards per game). Last week, they surrendered 185 rushing yards in a win against the Dolphins. In Week 1, they surrendered 195 rushing yards – including 169 to C.J. Spiller – in a win against the Bills.

For perspective, consider: New York had allowed more than 160 rushing yards in a game once from 2009-11, a span during which their run defense ranked an average of eighth in the NFL.

Niners running back Frank Gore was asked if he saw some opportunities against the Jets’ front seven, which could be arriving with a hobbling inside linebacker: Bart Scott sat out practice Wednesday after finishing last week’s game with a hyperextended toe.

“When you watch the film you see that when they do give up big plays it will be from mistakes,” Gore said. “They play good sound defense, but hopefully they do make mistakes. And we can do something good with it.”

Not surprisingly, offensive coordinator Greg Roman downplayed New York’s early struggles against the run: “A lot of those runs were just – they were corralled pretty good and the back just made something happen.”

An interesting storyline in Sunday’s game will be to see how many opportunities Gore gets to make something happen. Last week, he had 12 carries (six in the first half) for 63 yards against the Vikings. The 12 carries marked Gore’s second-lowest total in a game he’s finished since 2010.

After the game, Jim Harbaugh said he couldn’t offer an answer when asked about Gore’s limited workload. Today, Roman indicated Gore’s 12 carries were a reflection of the 49ers’ pass-heavy game plan. San Francisco called 21 passes on their first 29 plays.

“We’re always going to do what we think is best to win the game,” Roman said. “And every game is going to play out differently. In that particular game (Gore) got the amount of touches he got and this game could be completely different. Or not. We’ll have to wait and see. It’s game by game.”

For his part, Jets coach Rex Ryan is braced for plenty of Gore on Sunday. Despite last week’s emphasis on the pass, the 49ers rank seventh in the NFL in rushing (141.0) and third in yards per attempt (5.4). Gore is averaging 88.0 yards a game and 5.9 yards a rush.

“The No. 1 priority when you play San Francisco is you better be able to stop the run,” Ryan said. “I think that’s something where they do an absolutely tremendous job.”
---------------------------------------------------------

Word of the day: ‘Dogness,’ as used by Frank Gore to describe RT Anthony Davis
By Cam Inman, Mercury News
Right tackle Anthony Davis heard the praise Jets coach Rex Ryan has lavished on him, and Davis dismissed it as perhaps a ploy to get Davis complacent for Sunday’s game.

When Davis heard running back Frank Gore’s praise of him, well, now that elicited a huge laugh and smile from the 49ers’ third-year tackle. The adjective Gore used  to aptly describe Davis: “Dogness.”

“He’s just  comfortable with the offense. Now he’s just playing football,” Gore said. “He always had a dogness in him. I knew he was going to be alright when, in his rookie year,  he was mean and nasty.

“Watching from his rookie year, he’s a totally different player now. These first three games, he’s been balling,” Gore added. “He came a long way.”

On Wednesday, Ryan said Davis is destined to become a Pro Bowl tackle.

“In my opinion he’s one of the premier right tackles in the game,” Ryan said on a conference call with Bay Area media. “You’ve got a guy who’s got all the athleticism you look for: a power player, he finishes, he’s good in pass protection and a tremendous athlete. He’s got all the tools.”

Davis’ reaction was mixed, having been schooled under Jim Harbaugh over the past year to not let flowery words of praise chip away at him.

“I’ve got a long way to go. I’m 22 now,” Davis said. “I don’t take praise well because I feel they’re trying to make you complacent. Because I’m not near where I want to be.

When it comes from anybody, I don’t care a lot about it. There’s a lot of work to be done.”

Davis agreed that he sees a noticeable difference in his play, now that he’s been able to participate in a whole offseason. His strive to improve, however, trumps any current compliments.

“One day I want him to say I was the best he’s ever seen, not like ‘Oh he’s good.’ ”

Davis will have a lot of friends and family on hand Sunday in New Jersey. Not only is he a native of Piscataway, he stayed home to play college ball at Rutgers before the 49ers traded up to draft him 11th overall.

Of course, Ryan will be there, too.

“I don’t know what he’s trying to do,” Ryan said of the compliments. “That’s nice of him to say, but it doesn’t mean much. It’s cool to hear because you work so hard, and ‘yeah, I’m getting better, nice.’ But then it’s kind of backhanded. I think everything is backhanded because I have expectations for myself that are higher than anybody else can have of me.”

Linebacker Patrick Willis said his ankle responded well to Wednesday’s practice. “My body feels good, my ankle feels good. Each day we’ll be smart and do what the trainers ask me to do,” Willis said. “Thank God it was no worse that it was.” Willis got hurt trying to retrieve a fumble in the closing minutes of Sunday’s loss at Minnesota.
Gore’s mind isn’t on getting more carries as much as it’s preparing for more blitzing defenders he’ll have to block.

“It’s crazy. They send a lot of ‘backers, safeties, corners and do a pretty good job,” Gore said.

Asked if the Jets might blitz more because cornerback Darrelle Revis is sidelined, Gore replied: “I hope. … We’ll be fine and do what it takes to get the job done.”

Running back Brandon Jacobs could make his 49ers debut Sunday. “He’s definitely practicing and we’ll wait and see,” Roman said. Jacobs, who played the previous seven seasons in the Meadowlands for the Giants. He’s been sidelined since an Aug. 18 knee injury.

Count on Ricky Jean Francois to start at nose tackle in place of Isaac Sopoaga, who didn’t practice Wednesday because of a left-knee injury he sustained Sunday. It’s believed Sopoaga’s injury is not serious enough to sideline him more than a game.

“I’d expect Ricky to get in and play good for us,” Fangio said. “We have total confidence when he’s in there and we alter nothing when he’s in there.”

Taking advantage of their hotel time, offensive coordinator Greg Roman said he and the coaching staff stayed up until 3 a.m. preparing the game plan and practice schedule.

“It’s a chance to hole up in a hotel room, and rather than play cards, we’re studying film.”

---------------------------------------------------------

Castaways: 49ers say Ohio isolation well-timed for Jets week

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

To hear Greg Roman tell it, it wasn't a pretty sight at the Holiday Inn in Boardman, Ohio at 3 a.m. this morning. There were a bunch of grown men, unshaven, sitting around in white t-shirts trying to crack one of their toughest challenges yet, the Jets defense.

"I think it's positive because there are no distractions," Roman, the 49ers offensive coordinator, said about being stuck in a Holiday Inn all week with fellow assistants, including running backs coach Tom Rathman and offensive line coaches Mike Solari and Tim Drevno.

"It gives you the chance to hole up in a hotel room and, rather than play cards, we're studying film," he said. "It gives you chance to be real isolated and to put our collective minds together to come up with the best plan."

Frank Gore admitted that he, too, was getting more study time this week. Instead of going home in the evening, which he'd do if the 49ers were practicing in Santa Clara, he stayed up with backup center Daniel Kilgore last night to look at film of the Jets and to work on protection schemes. 

"Back home, we'd get to go home and do our own thing," Gore said. "Now it's basically all football."

In that sense, both Roman and Gore said that the week-long stay in Ohio was particularly well-timed because the Jets defense requires a lot of work. Rex Ryan's unit is the defensive equivalent of the 49ers offense in that they send in a lot of different personnel groups and play a lot of different formations.

Roman called it "multiplicity." Said Gore: "They play a little of everything. They bring pressure. They're big, they're athletic. They play good defense."

Through three games, however, the statistics have not been good for New York's defense, which ranks 21st overall. They rank 28th in rushing defense (giving up 148.7 yards a game) and last in the league on third downs. Opponents have converted 55.8 percent of their third-down attempts.

Furthermore, it remains to be seen whether Ryan can give quite as many multiple looks and be quite as aggressive without his best player, cornerback Darrelle Revis, who is out for the season with an ACL tear. The Jets often left Revis isolated on a receiver, freeing his teammates to do other things, such as blitz.

Third-year player Kyle Wilson, a high-school teammate of 49ers tackle Anthony Davis, will take Revis' place.

---------------------------------------------------------

Around the NFC West: Welcoming real refs
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com
Matt Maiocco of CSNBayArea.com says Jets coach Rex Ryan was in a generous mood when it came to lavishing praise upon various 49ers players. Ryan called tight end Vernon Davis the NFL's best: "If you're not looking at Vernon Davis, what, are you kidding me? The guy runs a 4.3, the best tight end, the No. 1 tight end in football, in my opinion. You got that [Rob] Gronkowski kid, but this guy is a 4.3 speed guy." 

Matt Barrows of the Sacramento Bee suspects Brandon Jacobs could get short-yardage work if healthy enough to play Sunday. 

Also from Barrows: Ryan apologized to 49ers quarterback Alex Smith this offseason after mistaking him for Aaron Rodgers. Ryan: "I felt so bad. And the next day I saw Alex at a different function, and I apologized to him, and we laughed about that." 

Eric Branch of the San Francisco Chronicle says Smith has attempted very few downfield throws this season. Branch: "Of Smith’s 92 pass attempts, four have traveled 20 yards or more downfield (tight end Vernon Davis was targeted with the other three deep balls). Of the NFL’s 32 quarterbacks who have thrown at least 30 passes, only Buffalo’s Ryan Fitzpatrick has attempted fewer of at least 20 yards than Smith." 

---------------------------------------------------------

NFC West: Injury situations that matter
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com
San Francisco: Linebacker Patrick Willis practiced despite the ankle injury he suffered against Minnesota. That's a welcome indication for Willis and the 49ers. Nose tackle Isaac Sopoaga (knee) missed practice. His status affects the 49ers' base defense heading into a Week 4 game against the New York Jets. The Jets have faced base or short-yardage defenses more than 60 percent of the time this season, according to ESPN Stats & Information. The 49ers continue to ease running back Brandon Jacobs (knee) and returner Ted Ginn Jr. (ankle) without any pressure to rush them. Both were limited participants. That marked progress for Jacobs, who was injured Aug. 18. 

---------------------------------------------------------

Three-point stance: San Francisco 49ers

By Dan Riccio, ESPN Stats & Information

The New York Jets enter Week 4 as the only team in the NFL with two divisional wins as they gear up to host the San Francisco 49ers. With CB Darrelle Revis injured for the remainder of the season, Gang Green will have to improvise on defense to replace the NFL leader in passes defended since 2007. 

Most Passes Defensed in NFL
Since 2007 <<

	Darrelle Revis
	98

	Asante Samuel
	83

	Leon Hall
	82

	DeAngelo Hall
	80



>>Revis’ rookie season 

The 49ers suffered a surprising defeat in Minnesota last week. On defense, San Francisco allowed a Total QBR of 89.9 to Vikings quarterback Christian Ponder, their second-worst performance in the Total QBR era since 2007.
The 49ers suffered a surprising defeat in Minnesota last week. On defense, San Francisco allowed a Total QBR of 89.9 to Vikings quarterback Christian Ponder, their second-worst performance in the Total QBR era since 2007. 

Of the 15 games scheduled in the NFL, this will be one of the two (Cowboys/Bears, MNF, ESPN) featuring opponents with winning records. Let's break down three statistical keys for this marquee matchup: 

1. The Jets will have to defend a dynamic pass catcher in Vernon Davis, who is tied with Heath Miller for the NFL lead in touchdown receptions (four). Despite his position, Davis presents a deep threat as he leads qualified tight ends with an average target depth of 11.4 yards downfield. Meanwhile, the Jets have been physical with tight ends, holding them to 2.1 yards after catch, best among NFL defenses in 2012. 

2. The 49ers have used a standard four-man pass rush on 79.7 percent of defensive plays since the start of last season, second in the NFL behind only the Eagles. Maximizing pressure with minimal personnel has allowed San Francisco to drop seven in coverage and disrupt passing lanes. From the start of 2011, the 49ers rank third in passes defended and lead the NFL with 21 interceptions when using four pass rushers or fewer. 

Alex Smith Against 5+ Pass Rushers
2012 Season

	 
	Smith
	NFL Rank

	Comp pct
	81.3
	2nd

	TD-Int dif.
	+2
	T-2nd

	QB PAA
	9.1
	1st <<

	Total QBR
	94.6
	2nd



>>Expected Points above NFL Average, qualified passers 

Mark Sanchez could test that secondary. He leads the NFL with an average throw distance of 11.3 yards downfield against four or fewer pass rushers. 

3. Alex Smith will face an aggressive Jets defense that ranks second in the NFL with added pressure on 42.4 percent of opponent dropbacks. Smith has been tops in the league against added pass pressure and trails only Robert Griffin III in Total QBR against five or more pass rushers. The Jets might need to change the game plan against Smith, especially without Revis to clamp down in the secondary.
---------------------------------------------------------

After Further Review: 49ers' passing game just doesn't scare, despite efforts to improve
By CBSSports.com

The New York Jets will play the San Francisco 49ers this week without star corner Darrelle Revis, who will miss his first game after tearing an ACL last week. 

If there is any opponent in the league where not having Revis can be handled best, it might be the 49ers. 

They just don't scare down the field. 

What's worse, they rarely try to do so. 

After studying their tape from their loss to the Minnesota Vikings last week, it was obvious that all the talk about improving the passing game, getting deep balls down the field, challenging vertically, from this offseason was just a bunch of talk. 

49ers quarterback Alex Smith threw 34 passes against the Vikings and his longest completion was 22 yards -- and that came on the final drive when the Niners were scrambling to get back into the game. 

Starting receivers Michael Crabtree and Randy Moss combined to catch nine passes for 67 yards, which is 7.4 per catch. That won't challenge any team down the field. 

The 49ers offense is designed with a lot of action off the running game. At times, it can be so creative, getting receivers running across the formation to free Smith up for easy throws -- even short ones. 

But against Minnesota, there seemed to be little imagination, and little action in terms of trying to make the Vikings respect any sort of deep ball. 

There were three pass plays all day where I could count a deep receiver being able to challenge the Minnesota secondary. 

Too often, the 49ers ran short routes that seemed to play right into the coverage for the Vikings. Minnesota used a lot of man-under, two-deep concepts, although at times the Vikings showed that and rotated to a three-deep look. 

It's not like the Vikings have this top-level secondary or anything. It's just that the 49ers made it so easy to defend. 

Here's a look at one of the 49ers pass plays. As you can see, the Vikings are playing two-deep and there is no real challenge down the field. All the receivers are covered and tight end Vernon Davis, who is in the red circle, becomes the target. Too often, that seems to be the case with Smith. But in fairness to him, his receivers don't win or get deep. 

(See link for image)    

Here's another example of the 49ers not challenging down the field. Yes, the Vikings are in two-deep coverage. But at some point, you have to run deeper routes. As you can see in this picture, the four yellow-circled 49ers are not getting depth on their routes, making for an easy cover. 

(See link for image)    

For the season, Smith is averaging 6.97 yards per attempt. That is the lowest of any of the top 11 rated passers -- he is seventh. The top player in that category from the top 20 passes is Cincinnati's Andy Dalton at 9.13. Some other top ones are Eli Manning at 8.57 and Joe Flacco at 8.30. 

Crabtree is tied for ninth in the league in receptions with 19, but he's the only player in the top-10 under 10 yards per catch at 9.6. Manningham is at 9.7 and Moss is at 11, but he has just eight catches. Those three combined have three catches of 20 yards or more -- and Manningham's came on that last drive against the Vikings. 

At some point, the 49ers have to challenge down the field. If not, there is no way they can win a Super Bowl. 

---------------------------------------------------------

Prisco Picks: Week 4
By Pete Prisco, CSBSports.com

This is a second consecutive road trip for the 49ers. That's tough to do. But Jim Harbaugh's team is tough-minded. They will be ready for a fight. The Jets lost Darrelle Revis, but that won't show up much here. The 49ers don't throw down the field much. The key will be their running game. And it's tough to run on the Jets. The home team takes it. 

---------------------------------------------------------

Rex Ryan insists Vernon Davis is NFL's best tight end
By Marc Sessler, NFL.com

Rex Ryan has been subtly and not-so-subtly prodding his northern rival, the New England Patriots, for years.

We don't place the following in that category, but when asked to name the game's finest tight end, the New York Jets coach didn't pick a certain hyper-productive, Zubaz-pants-wearing pass-catcher from Foxborough.

"If you're not looking at Vernon Davis, what -- are you kidding me?" Ryan told the New York Post. "The guy runs a 4.3, the best tight end, the No. 1 tight end in football, in my opinion. You got that (Rob) Gronkowski kid, but this guy is a 4.3 speed guy."

Davis deserves his due. He carried the San Francisco 49ers' passing game last season and remains a matchup terror for defenses. Besides, the Jets host the 49ers this weekend, and Ryan was wise enough to avoid motivating the opponent. At least this one.

New York's secondary will be tested by Davis without their best defensive player, Darrelle Revis, but Gronkowski might not be a Patriot if it weren't for Ryan.

Chris Smith's book, "Smart Football," notes how Ryan's defensive wizardry helped prompt Belichick to rethink his offense. New England's shift to a no-huddle, spread scheme has everything to do with overwhelming Gang Green's secondary -- and its linebackers -- with a pair of dominating tight ends in Gronkowski and Aaron Hernandez. The duo helped Belichick take down the Jets twice last season.

There was really no right answer to this tight end question. Rex and the Jets have to face them all.
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