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Local Media
49 in 49: WR Terrance Williams
By Alex Espinoza, 49ers.com
http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/49-in-49-WR-Terrance-Williams/05f012e3-9210-4140-9833-23f79503defb
49ers Free Agency Tracker
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com
http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/49ers-Free-Agency-Tracker/4ce503c4-462f-42da-843e-bf119dd4e10b
Alex Smith gave his all – off the field, too
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2013/03/12/alex-smith-gave-his-all-off-the-field-too/
Ultimately, philanthropy is Alex Smith’s greatest legacy
By Katie Dowd, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2013/03/13/philanthropy-is-alex-smiths-greatest-legacy/
Charles Woodson will visit 49ers
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2013/03/12/report-charles-woodson-will-visit-49ers/
NT Sopoaga signs with Eagles; Dorsey to visit
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2013/03/12/nt-sopoaga-signs-with-eagles-ending-nine-season-run-with-niners/
TE Delanie Walker signs four-year deal with Titans
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2013/03/12/te-delanie-walker-signs-four-year-deal-with-titans/
Sopoaga signs with Eagles; Woodson coming for visit
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
http://blogs.mercurynews.com/49ers/2013/03/12/sopoaga-signs-with-eagles-woodson-coming-for-visit/
49ers lose Walker, Sopoaga in free agency

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

http://www.sacbee.com/2013/03/13/5258061/49ers-lose-walker-sopoaga-in-free.html
Report: Charles Woodson wants to become a 49er

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2013/03/report-charles-woodson-wants-to-become-a-49er.html
Tight end fade: Delanie Walker bolts for Tennessee

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2013/03/tight-end-fade-delanie-walker-bolts-for-tennessee.html
Report: Woodson to visit 49ers Wednesday
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/blog/matt-maiocco/report-woodson-visit-49ers-wednesday
Sopoaga, Eagles agree on three-year contract
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/blog/matt-maiocco/sopoaga-eagles-agree-three-year-contract
Dorsey set to visit 49ers
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/blog/matt-maiocco/dorsey-set-visit-49ers
2013 Kiper mock 3.0: 49ers thoughts
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/93937/2013-kiper-mock-3-0-49ers-thoughts
Around the NFC West: 49ers' surreal day
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/93900/around-the-nfc-west-49ers-surreal-day
TE Delanie Walker's departure signal shift?
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/93861/te-delanie-walkers-departure-signal-shift
49ers take big hits in roster via free agency

By Staff, San Francisco Examiner

http://www.sfexaminer.com/sports/nfl/2013/03/49ers-take-big-hits-roster-free-agency
Best In The West: Seahawks Or 49ers? You Make The Call
By Staff, FoxSports.com

http://msn.foxsports.com/lacesout/best-in-the-west-seahawks-or-49ers/
Santa Clara Stadium’s Super Bowl Bid Gaining Steam
By Robert Haugh, Santa Clara Weekly

http://www.santaclaraweekly.com/2013/Issue-11/santa_clara_stadiums_super_bowl_bid_gaining_steam.html
Santa Clara Set to Change Street Names Near 49ers New Stadium
By Kyle Bonagura, NBCBayArea.com
http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/sports/New-49ers--197687761.html
National Media
Packers want Steven Jackson at their price
By Tom Silverstein, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
http://www.jsonline.com/sports/packers/packers-want-stephen-jackson-at-their-price-m094ll8-197710241.html?utm_source=twitterfeed&utm_medium=twitter
Jared Cook’s deal: $35.1 million
By Jim Wyatt, The Tennessean
http://blogs.tennessean.com/titans/2013/03/13/jared-cooks-deal-with-35-1-million/
Bears cut Kellen Davis

By Mike Florio, ProFootballTalk.com

http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2013/03/13/bear-cut-kellen-davis/
Local Clips – Full Version 
49 in 49: WR Terrance Williams
By Alex Espinoza, 49ers.com
Our 49 in 49 pre-draft series continues with a look at one of the best football players in Baylor history.

Robert Griffin III didn’t do it on his own. The 2011 Heisman Trophy Winner tore up the NCAA during his time in Baylor before emerging as one of the NFL’s most electrifying rookies in 2012.

When looking at the recent Draft prospects, it’s easy to see that Griffin was able to work with a stable of NFL-caliber receivers. Among them is wideout Terrance Williams, who figures to be one of the first receivers selected in April’s NFL Draft.

After watching college teammates Kendall Wright and Josh Gordon make successful college transitions in 2012, Williams is proud to be part of the pedigree.

“It shows we know how to make plays and we can go to different teams and do it,” Williams said.

Williams is hoping to follow in the footsteps of Wright, who was drafted in the first round by Tennessee before racking up 64 catches for 626 yards and four touchdowns, and Gordon, who totaled 50 catches for 805 yards and five scores after earning a roster spot as Cleveland’s second-round supplemental draft pick.

There was no more productive receiver in the FBS than Williams in 2012. He led the nation with 1,832 receiving yards, hauling in 97 catches and 12 touchdowns en route to being named a unanimous All-American.

Williams could have left Baylor early after his junior year to try and join Wright and Gordon in the NFL, but he was happy to finish out his senior season. 

“It was very good,” Williams said. “My mom wanted me to finish school. I needed to be more consistent than last year. I got better week by week. I was more consistent catching the ball and being a playmaker. I continued to play to the best of my ability.”

Williams carried that momentum into the offseason, opening eyes during his stellar Senior Bowl week in front of NFL personnel. At the Scouting Combine, Williams checked in at 6-foot-2, 208 pounds, running a 4.52-second, 40-yard dash.

Most mock drafts peg Williams to be a second-round selection and one of the first few receivers taken off the board.

If there is a knock on Williams, it’s that he didn’t run complex routes and just relied on his straight-line speed to dominate defenders, something he might not be able to do in the NFL. Still, Williams doesn’t sound like he’s giving the doubters much credence.

“People say that I can’t do routes because just like I said before they’ve just seen me run straight,” Williams said. “If you talk to my coaches down there at Baylor, the stuff that they wanted me to run, they’ll tell you my running skills are good. It’s just a matter of time until people finally start seeing I can run routes. That’ll be the time that people will be surprised.”

Throughout the entire pre-draft process, Williams said he’s been leaning on Griffin and especially Wright for advice. If all goes well, Williams will join Wright as Baylor’s only receivers to be drafted in the first round in school history.

“We talk daily,” Williams said of Wright. “He told me to keep being me and to do what I’m capable of doing. He was my first friend when I got to Baylor. He’s helped me so much.” 

Williams knows his strengths. When asked for a scouting report of himself at the next level, Williams didn’t hesitate.

“I can stretch the field in a hurry,” Williams said. “I like to compete. I can make plays when my number’s called.”

---------------------------------------------------------

49ers Free Agency Tracker
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

The fast and frenzied NFL free agency period has started with a thunderous bang. With 524 restricted and unrestricted players able to negotiate contracts with 32 clubs, player movement has remained constant on Tuesday.

As for the San Francisco 49ers, the team has not made any new signings according to reports. The 49ers, however, were active in making trades.

First, the team agreed to make a deal with the Kansas City Chiefs. Soon after, the 49ers reached an agreement with another AFC club, the Baltimore Ravens.

Alex Smith, an eight-year veteran and former No. 1 overall pick, was traded to Kansas City for an undisclosed 2013 draft choice and a conditional pick in 2014. Smith needs to pass a physical to complete the exchange.

As for Baltimore, the 49ers have agreed to send an undisclosed draft pick in exchange for 32-year-old wide receiver Anquan Boldin. Boldin, a three-time Pro Bowler, must also pass a physical for the trade to be complete.

Stay tuned to 49ers.com for all the latest happenings in free agency.

TUESDAY, MARCH 12 

The spree of activity started early on Tuesday. It began with the heavily discussed Smith trade being agreed upon and announced by both clubs to start the free agency news cycle.

Smith started 75 of 80 regular season games with the 49ers and provided popular postseason moments with a 28-yard touchdown run and 14-yard touchdown pass against the New Orleans Saints in the 2011 NFL playoffs.

“We would like to thank Alex for his contributions to the 49ers organization over the past eight years,” General Manager Trent Baalke said in a statement released by the club. “He is a true professional who represented the 49ers with class on and off the field.”

Soon after, the 49ers announced the agreement with the Ravens to acquire Boldin, a physical wideout who caught six passes for 104 yards and a touchdown in Super Bowl XLVII.

According to The Baltimore Sun, the deal won’t be official until Boldin returns from a trip to Senegal, Africa to take, and pass, his physical. 

“Managing and assembling your roster is difficult and among the most important things we do,” Ravens General Manager Ozzie Newsome said in comments shared by the paper. “It is not always pleasant, and in the case of Anquan, it is unpleasant. We know he can still play at a high level. What he has done in his three seasons with us goes well beyond the numbers and his numbers are very good.”

Boldin has played in 140 games (137 starts), totaling 772 receptions for 10,165 receiving yards and 58 touchdowns. He’s also started all 11 of his career postseason games, catching 52 passes for 806 yards and seven touchdowns.

Other 49ers-related free agency reports from Tuesday include:

-According to reports, free agent tight end Delanie Walker has reached a four-year agreement with the Tennessee Titans. The Titans have not confirmed the signing of the six-year veteran. Walker caught 21 passes for 344 yards with three touchdowns last season.

-Multiple outlets in Tampa Bay are reporting two-time 49ers Pro Bowl safety Dashon Goldson is set to make a free agent visit to the Buccaneers.

-The Sacramento Bee has reported two 49ers defensive linemen, Ricky Jean Francois and Isaac Sopoaga, will make free agent visits with the Philadelphia Eagles.

-Jean Francois’ college teammate at LSU, Chiefs defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey, will visit the 49ers on Wednesday according to CSN Bay Area.

-ESPN.com is reporting veteran safety Charles Woodson, most recently released by the Green Bay Packers, will visit with the 49ers on Wednesday. 

-Adam Caplan of Sirius XM radio reports that Sopoaga has reached a three-year agreement with the Eagles. At 5:25 p.m. PT, the Eagles have now confirmed the signing.

---------------------------------------------------------

Alex Smith gave his all – off the field, too
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
There is Marquis Blount, who grew up fatherless with a drug-addled mother.

And Sade Burrell, who went to elementary school dotted with bruises from beatings her mother delivered with a broomstick.

And Cece Hollis, who, at 16, called social services to escape from a mother who neglected and abused her and a younger sister.

And there are 20 other young men and women whose childhoods were ravaged by pain and abandonment. Former foster teens, they’re now college graduates thanks to Alex Smith and his foundation.

On Tuesday, Smith’s eight-year career with the 49ers officially ended when his trade to the Kansas City Chiefs was approved on the opening day of free agency in the NFL.

For most of his tenure, he was the Bay Area’s most polarizing athlete, a No. 1 overall draft pick who inspired endless debate about his ability. At the end, though, the conversation turned from his quarterbacking to his character.

In 2012, his mentoring of Colin Kaepernick, the phenom who stole his job in the midst of Smith’s long-awaited turnaround, inspired universal admiration. Before last month’s Super Bowl, Jim Harbaugh said his backup “coaches Colin now more than I do, and that speaks of the type of person and teammate Alex Smith is.”

Alex Smith Foundation

It was a final example of Smith’s decency, a quality on display through the years as he endured injuries, criticism and subpar performances without a classless word in response.

In the final analysis, Smith’s character will be a huge part of his legacy with the 49ers. Particularly when considering the work he’s quietly done through the Alex Smith Foundation.

In 2007, two years after its inception, the foundation established the Alex Smith Guardian Scholars Program at San Diego State University. In the past six years, 23 of the 30 foster teens who received scholarships have graduated thanks, in part, to the staggering support they’ve received: up to five years’ tuition, year-round housing, books, mentors, career guidance, health services and living expenses.

The foundation has been funded in large part with Smith’s money. He’s also devoted his time – to support teens, who, until recently, were emancipated from the foster system at age 18.

No money. No support system. Good luck.

Smith became aware of their plight just days after he was drafted in 2005. His mother, Pam, who works in social services, took him to visit San Pasqual Academy, a residential school for foster teens outside San Diego. The trip had an unspoken purpose: She wanted her son to have an impact beyond football.

The visit was life-altering for Smith, then 20, who was months away from signing a six-year, $49 million contract. Many of the students, who were close to his age, were months away from aging out of the foster system.

The contrast stirred something in Smith, who grew up comfortably in suburban San Diego with doting parents and three loving siblings. His father, Doug, now retired, was the principal at his high school. His mother runs a program for the elderly for San Diego County’s Health and Human Services agency. His parents have attended every regular-season game he’s started in the NFL.

On that trip to San Pasqual, the seeds were sown: Smith would commit to provide similar love and support for those spit out of the foster system at 18.

Substance over style

His pledge has informed some of the choices he’s made since entering the NFL. In a players’ lot filled with luxury cars, Smith parked his Chevy Tahoe this past season.

Pam Smith declined to disclose just how much money her son has contributed to the foundation, but said, “If you want to compare the amount of money he’s put into anything flashy versus what he’s put into getting these foster kids through school, I couldn’t even tell you.

“I guess, first of all, I’m not sure that’s ever bought anything flashy.”

Smith began the SDSU scholarship program with $500,000. He has since poured in more money and time. To lobby for changes to the child-welfare system, he has traveled to Washington, D.C., testified before a state Senate panel in Sacramento and co-written editorials. He’s spoken at national conferences in Tampa, Fla., and Kansas City to share the blueprint of his foundation, which has counted his sister, Abbey, and his mother as its unpaid executive directors.

In 2010, he returned to Kansas City and spent a weekend with foster youth and community leaders. Smith’s involvement is a reason Kansas City’s Cornerstones of Care, an organization that works with foster children, has partnered with a church to create a similar scholarship program. The partnership has allowed 12 disadvantaged teens to attend college.

Denise Cross, the president and CEO of Cornerstones of Care, is a lifelong Chiefs fan who is eager to welcome Smith back to a city where he’s already made an impact.

“To see his personal interaction with youths, you could feel his commitment to helping really vulnerable young people be successful,” Cross said. “He struck me as a very genuine and committed young man. He’s committed to his sport, but also in having a broader impact on society.”

Smith has worked closely with the students supported by his foundation, hosting events ranging from bowling to barbecues. He’s also met with the students at the end of each semester, in person or via video conference, to assess their progress.

Like an older brother

“That blew me away,” said former foster child Blount, who graduated from SDSU with a computer engineering degree. “It was amazing to see when he had time off that he was a part of the program. He was like an older brother, making sure we were doing OK.”

Burrell, who ran track, was shocked when she met Smith shortly after receiving a scholarship. The NFL quarterback had clearly pored over her application: He knew more about her athletic exploits than she knew about his.

“I first met him and I was thinking ‘This man is a millionaire?’ ” Burrell said. “He’s completely down to earth. What means the most, to me, is that he’s willing to learn about what other people have been through.”

Last month, the Boston Globe held up Smith’s foundation as a model in a story that detailed how many athletes’ foundations fail to fund their missions adequately.

Nonprofit specialists say a charitable foundation should funnel a minimum of 65 to 75 percent of proceeds to its cause. Of the 50 foundations the Globe examined, nearly half fell short of that standard. Meanwhile, Smith’s foundation spent 91 percent of its funds on its mission from 2008 to 2010, the time period from which the Globe examined IRS filings. A primary reason is because Smith has provided much of the funding.

The numbers come as no surprise to Frank Mecca, executive director of the County Welfare Directors Association of California. Mecca, who has lobbied for child-welfare agencies for more than 20 years, has hosted Smith on two trips to Sacramento. He met Smith in 2005, in the middle of his rookie season, at a conference in Monterey.

Lobbying in Sacramento

Mecca notes that Smith’s passionate lobbying brought unprecedented publicity to the plight of foster teens in the state. In 2010, Assembly Bill 12 was passed, extending assistance for children in foster care from age 18 to 21.

“You could tell it instantly resonated with him at an emotional level how completely unfair the system was to foster youth and how critically important it was for policymakers and others, like foundations, to do more to support the transition,” Mecca said. “And he felt it at his gut. There are a lot of jocks that have a foundation and a golf tournament. And that’s not Alex.”

On the field, Smith’s story – unlike that of his foundation – hasn’t always been a success.

For Pam Smith, the nadir was the 2010 game against the Philadelphia Eagles when the crowd at Candlestick Park viciously booed her son and head coach Mike Singletary ripped into him on the sideline.

Still, she said those harrowing valleys made his turnaround, highlighted by last year’s last-second playoff win over New Orleans, even sweeter.

Pain – and gain

In some ways, Smith’s career trajectory has mirrored the lives of the foster teens he’s helped: Many are now young adults whose painful pasts have given way to bright futures.

Blount, who was taken from his mother as a sophomore in high school, is a software engineer. Burrell, who bounced between foster care and juvenile hall throughout childhood, is a case manager with plans to earn a master’s degree in social work. Hollis, whose family was torn apart after her parents’ separation, works in recruiting for a health care company.

This, ultimately, was Pam Smith’s dream for her instant-millionaire, 20-year-old son in the days after he was drafted. In his eight years with the 49ers, he made a difference. He became a good quarterback. And a better man.

“We’re all very proud of him because, in the end, that’s the most important thing, isn’t it?” Pam Smith said. “He can walk away feeling good about who he is and what he did.”
---------------------------------------------------------

Ultimately, philanthropy is Alex Smith’s greatest legacy
By Katie Dowd, San Francisco Chronicle
When Pam Smith took her son Alex to visit a residential high school for foster teens in 2005, she meant to teach him a lesson. Alex Smith took that lesson and turned it into his legacy.

Inspired by the trip, the former 49ers quarterback — traded yesterday to the Kansas City Chiefs — has spent every year of his professional career pouring time and money into bettering the lives of dozens of foster kids.

In 2007, Smith helped found the Alex Smith Guardian Scholars Program at San Diego State University, a program that has graduated 23 of the 30 foster teens it has supported so far. The program provides up to five years of tuition, housing, books, mentoring, career counseling, health services and living expenses.

Smith himself meets with the students at the end of every semester, either in person or via video conferencing, to check on their progress.

“That blew me away,” said former foster teen Marquis Blount, who graduated from SDSU with a computer engineering degree. “It was amazing to see when he had time off that he was a part of the program. He was like an older brother, making sure we were doing OK.”

Smith has even spent time in Washington lobbying on behalf of foster kids, particularly teenagers who, until recently, were emancipated from the foster system at 18 and often left with no support system to turn to.
---------------------------------------------------------

Charles Woodson will visit 49ers
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
On Monday, the 49ers were rumored to be interested in the Ravens’ Ed Reed.

As it turns out, they’re exploring the possibility of signing a different future Hall-of-Fame defensive back.

Packers safety Charles Woodson, 36, will visit the 49ers on Wednesday, his agent, Carl Poston, confirmed. San Francisco is in the market for secondary help with All-Pro safety Dashon Goldson apparently poised to sign with the Buccaneers.

Goldon capped the first day of free agency by flying to Tampa, Fla., via a private plane sent by the Buccaneers. The team is hoping to secure a long-term deal with Goldson on Wednesday, the Tampa Bay Times reported.

Woodson, an eight-time Pro Bowl cornerback, switched to safety last year and the 49ers got a good look at the former Heisman Trophy winner at his new position. Woodson had 1.5 sacks in Green Bay’s season-opening loss to San Francisco. After the 49ers’ 45-31 divisional-playoff win over the Packers, Woodson was critical of Green Bay defensive coordinator Dom Capers for what he deemed a failure to adjust to San Francisco’s read option.

In 2012, Woodson missed nine games with a broken collarbone and missed the Pro Bowl for the first time since 2007.

The NFL’s Defensive Player of the Year in 2009, Woodson has returned 11 interceptions for touchdowns, which ranks second in league history.

Woodson and Jim Harbaugh both attended Michigan and have a relationship due to their college connection. In past years, they’ve hosted an annual charity golf tournament in Ann Arbor, Mich., which was once billed the Jim Harbaugh/Charles Woodson Celebrity Golf Outing.
---------------------------------------------------------

NT Sopoaga signs with Eagles; Dorsey to visit
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
Nose tackle Isaac Sopoaga has signed a three-year contract with the Eagles for about $12 million with just under $5 million guaranteed, according to his agent, Kenny Zuckerman.

Sopoaga, 31, had spent his entire nine-season career with the 49ers, who could also lose nose tackle Ricky Jean Francois in free agency. Jean Francois, who played nose guard and defensive tackle last year, was also scheduled to visit Philadelphia, according to multiple reports. He will visit the Colts if he doesn’t land a deal with the Eagles.

Last month, 49ers director of player personnel Tom Gamble left to take a similar position in Philadelphia, which could explain the team’s pursuit of both players.

With both Sopoaga and Jean Francois potentially landing elsewhere, the 49ers will bring in Chiefs defensive lineman Glenn Dorsey for a visit Wednesday, ESPN reported.

Dorsey, 6-foot-1 and 297 pounds, has played primarily defensive end during his five-year career. The 49ers, however, could be eyeing him as a nose tackle. The No. 5 pick in the 2008 draft, Dorsey has just four career sacks and missed 12 games in 2012 with two separate calf injuries.
---------------------------------------------------------

TE Delanie Walker signs four-year deal with Titans
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
In what turned out to be his final game with the 49ers, tight end Delanie Walker had three catches for 48 yards, threw a crushing block on Ravens safety Ed Reed on a touchdown run by Frank Gore and delivered a de-cleating hit on Jacoby Jones on a kickoff return in the Super Bowl.

Walker cashed in on his versatility today on the opening day of free agency when he signed a four-year deal with the Titans. In Tennessee, he will finally escape Vernon Davis’ considerable shadow and serve as the Titans’ No. 1 tight end. Tennessee is expected to lose tight end Jared Cook in free agency.

The deal was first reported by The Tennessean. ESPN reported the four-your deal was worth $17.5 million with $8.6 million guaranteed. In his first six seasons, Walker earned an average base salary of $502,500.

A sixth-round pick of the 49ers in 2006, Walker had a career-high 344 receiving yards in 2012 and matched a career-best with three touchdowns. Termed the team’s “Swiss Army Knife” by Jim Harbaugh, Walker had lined up at wide receiver, fullback, running back and right tackle over the past two seasons.

Walker had established a nice rapport with quarterback Colin Kaepernick. In Alex Smith’s nine starts, Walker had seven catches for 89 yards. In Kaepernick’s 10 starts (including playoffs), he had 19 catches for 335 yards, and Kaepernick had a 112.6 rating when targeting him.

With Walker in Tennessee, Davis and Garrett Celek are the only tight ends on San Francisco’s roster. Celek, an undrafted free agent from Michigan State, had four catches as a rookie in 2012.

The 49ers could find a replacement for Walker in the draft. A logical target is Stanford’s Zach Ertz, who played for Harbaugh in college. Stanford’s pro day is March 21.
---------------------------------------------------------

Sopoaga signs with Eagles; Woodson coming for visit
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
Defensive lineman Isaac Sopoaga left the 49ers to sign a three-year, $12 million deal Tuesday with the Philadelphia Eagles, a league source confirmed.

Sopoaga was the third 49ers to exit Tuesday, following quarterback Alex Smith’s official trade to the Kansas City Chiefs and tight end Delanie Walker’s four-year deal with the Tennessee Titans.

The 49ers, meanwhile, were preparing to host high-profile free agents in defensive back Charles Woodson and defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey, according to ESPN.

Sopoaga’s nine-year tenure with the 49ers equaled punter Andy Lee’s as the second-longest behind long snapper Brian Jennings, who just finished his 13th season.

Sopoaga is guaranteed approximately $5 million in his new pact with the Eagles, who earlier this year hired away Tom Gamble from the 49ers to serve as their vice president of player personnel. Sopoaga flew Tuesday to the Eagles and quickly agreed on a contract, according to his agent, Kenny Zuckerman.

Ricky Jean Francois, Sopoaga’s top understudy, is also expected to visit the Eagles and then possibly the Indianapolis Colts.

Safety Dashon Goldson reportedly was being whisked by private jet to meet with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to begin his free agency.
---------------------------------------------------------

49ers lose Walker, Sopoaga in free agency

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

The Tennessee Titans wrapped up tight end Delanie Walker with a four-year deal mere hours after free agency began Tuesday. The Philadelphia Eagles pounced on nose tackle Isaac Sopoaga.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers flew a private plane to California to pick up safety Dashon Goldson. And the 2-week-old trade sending quarterback Alex Smith to the Kansas City Chiefs finally was announced as official.

When the new NFL year started at 1 p.m., all roads seemed to be leading out of San Francisco.

 That's typical.

Players who appear in a Super Bowl tend to be popular the following offseason, a rule that even applied to some 49ers backups.

Defensive lineman Ricky Jean Francois, for example, will visit the Eagles even though they agreed to a three-year, $12 million deal with Sopoaga, who will play nose tackle in their 3-4 defense. Last month, Philadelphia hired former 49ers player personnel director Tom Gamble, who is very familiar with both players.

Goldson also is likely headed elsewhere.

After feeling snubbed by a 49ers team reluctant to give him the long-term deal he wanted, Goldson is expected to receive a big offer from the Buccaneers. If he doesn't, he has more suitors, including the Detroit Lions and Eagles.

That has the 49ers looking at alternatives, including former Raider and Green Bay Packer Charles Woodson and New York Jets free agent LaRon Landry. Woodson will visit the 49ers today, his agent said.

The 2009 Defensive Player of the Year, Woodson has a couple of significant connections on the 49ers. A University of Michigan product, he's hosted an annual golf tournament in Ann Arbor, Mich., with another former Wolverine, Jim Harbaugh. He's also close to 49ers cornerback Carlos Rogers.

The 15-year veteran will turn 37 in October, and he missed half the 2012 season because of a broken collarbone. Still, he played well at safety in the games in which he appeared. He had five tackles, 1 1/2 sacks and a forced fumble in a Week 1 loss to the 49ers. 

For his career – he has played mostly cornerback – Woodson has 55 interceptions, 11 of which he's returned for touchdowns.

Landry, 28, is similar to Goldson in that he is aggressive and has a reputation as one of the hardest hitters in the league. In 2012, the former first-round pick had 100 tackles, four forced fumbles and two interceptions, one of which he returned for a touchdown. He also was voted to his first Pro Bowl.

In response to losing Sopoaga and perhaps Jean Francois, the 49ers will host Glenn Dorsey today, his agent said.

Dorsey, 27, was the fifth overall pick in the 2008 draft by Kansas City. He sat out most of last season because of a calf injury but missed only two games in his previous four years with the Chiefs.

The 49ers are eyeing the 6-foot-1, 297-pound Dorsey as a nose tackle, but only if the price is right. They don't put as much value on that position as other teams because the nose tackle comes off the field in passing situations to make room for the nickel cornerback.

San Francisco signed one of its own young players, Ian Williams, to a two-year extension Monday, ostensibly to be the backup at the position.

The 49ers also could use a kicker, a backup quarterback and a versatile No. 2 tight end after losing Walker, who saw an uptick in productivity after Colin Kaepernick took over at quarterback for Smith. Walker signed a four-year, $17.5 million deal with Tennessee.

Appearing on 95.7 The Game in the Bay Area, Walker said the Arizona Cardinals, Buffalo Bills and Eagles also showed interest and added the 49ers hoped to re-sign him. But he said he knew he never could be the top tight end on a team that had Vernon Davis.

"I felt like it was my time to be a starter," he said.

The Buccaneers, where Goldson could land, and the Titans are on the 49ers' 2013 schedule.

"That was the first game I saw," Walker said with a laugh. "Every other game was blurred." 

---------------------------------------------------------

Report: Charles Woodson wants to become a 49er

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

Likely to lose starting safety Dashon Goldson, the 49ers are bringing in possible replacements, including longtime Raiders and Packers defensive back Charles Woodson, who will visit Wednesday, his agent said. The 15-year veteran will turn 37 in October, and he missed half the 2012 season with a broken collarbone.

However, he played well in the games in which he appeared. He had five tackles, 1 ½ sacks and a forced fumble in a Week 1 loss to the 49ers. Overall in his career -- he mostly played cornerback -- Woodson has 55 interceptions, 11 of which he returned for touchdowns. He was named the NFL's Defensive Player of the Year in 2009.

The 49ers also have shown interest in Jets free agent LaRon Landry, who is similar in size and aggressiveness to Goldson. The Buccaneers reportedly sent a private plane to California to pick up Goldson. It would be a surprise at this point if he returns to the 49ers, who have been reluctant to give him a long-term deal for the past three offseasons.

Woodson has a couple of significant connections on the 49ers. A University of Michigan product, he's hosted an annual golf tournament in Ann Arbor, Mich. with Jim Harbaugh. he's also close to 49ers cornerback Carlos Rogers. A source close to Woodson on Tuesday said the defensive back is eyeing several would-be playoff teams and hopes the 49ers "step up" as far as a contract offer. He said Woodson wants to play with a contender in 2013.

Woodson played the first eight years of his career with the Raiders, who hold their training camp in Napa. He has a winery, 24 Wines, that's 2 1/2 miles south of Calistoga.

---------------------------------------------------------

Tight end fade: Delanie Walker bolts for Tennessee

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

Add tight end to the 49ers' offseason to-do list.

Their No. 2 player at the position, Delanie Walker, has agreed to a four-year deal with the Tennessee Titans, his agent, Vincent Taylor, said today. Appearing on 95.7 The Game Tuesday, Walker said the Cardinals, Eagles and Bills also showed interest and that the 49ers also wanted to re-sign him. But he said he knew he'd never be anything more than a No. 2 tight end as long as his buddy, Vernon Davis, is on the roster

"I felt like it was my time to be a starter," he said. Walker has been one of the best blocking tight ends -- especially down field -- in the NFL in recent years, and he gained an increasing role in the 49ers' passing attack once Colin Kaepernick took over at quarterback from Alex Smith.

How the 49ers compensate for Walker's loss remains to be seen. He lined up in an array of positions, sometimes in the backfield, sometimes as a wide receiver in the slot. New acquisition Anquan Boldin can perform some of those functions. He is an excellent blocker and is unafraid to catch passes over the middle of a defense.

The 49ers currently have one other tight end, Garrett Celek, on the roster. They also have the No. 31 and No. 34 picks in the draft, which is usually when the first tight ends are taken. The top two this year are Stanford's Zach Ertz, who was recruited by Jim Harbaugh, and Notre Dame's Tyler Eifert.

The 49ers will visit Tennessee in 2013, something Walker definitely has noted. "That was the first game I saw," he said with a laugh. "Every other game was blurred."

---------------------------------------------------------

Report: Woodson to visit 49ers Wednesday
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

The 49ers have scheduled a visit Wednesday with free-agent safety Charles Woodson, his agent told ESPN on Tuesday.

The Green Bay Packers released Woodson, the 2009 NFL Defensive Player of the Year, on Feb. 15 to avoid paying him a $9 million salary.

Woodson, a 15-year veteran, potentially could replace starting free safety Dashon Goldson, who was visiting the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on the first day of free agency. The Buccaneers are expected to make a big push to sign Goldson on Wednesday.

Woodson and 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh, both Michigan alums, have co-hosted a celebrity golf tournament in Ann Arbor to support local charities.

Woodson played his first eight seasons with the Oakland Raiders and the past seven years with the Packers. He ranks tied for 19th in NFL history with 55 career interceptions.
---------------------------------------------------------

Sopoaga, Eagles agree on three-year contract
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

Nose tackle Isaac Sopoaga has agreed to terms with the Philadelphia Eagles on a three-year contract worth close to $12 million with approximately $5 million guaranteed, a source said.

Sopoaga, who played his first nine NFL seasons with the 49ers, visited the Eagles on the first day of free agency. His previous contract with the 49ers was a five-year, $20 million deal. Sopoaga becomes the second 49ers free agent to leave on the first day of free agency. Earlier, tight end Delanie Walker agreed to terms on a reported four-year, $17.5 million contract with the Tennessee Titans.

Sopoaga played about one-third of the team's offensive snaps as a starter. When the 49ers went with extra defensive backs, Sopoaga was the first player to come off the field.

The 49ers are also in danger of losing backup nose tackle Ricky Jean Francois, who is also visiting the Eagles. On Monday, the 49ers signed third-string nose tackle Ian Williams to a two-year extension through the 2015 season.

The 49ers have a visit scheduled with Kansas City Chiefs free-agent defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey on Wednesday.
---------------------------------------------------------

Dorsey set to visit 49ers
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

Defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey is scheduled to travel Tuesday and will spend Wednesday visiting with 49ers officials, a league source told CSNBayArea.com.

Dorsey, a five-year veteran, was the No. 5 overall selection of the Kansas City Chiefs in 2008.

Dorsey (6-foot-1, 297 pounds) played played just four games for the Chiefs in 2012 before sustaining a season-ending calf injury. He played in 62 games and recorded four sacks in his first four seasons.

The 49ers need depth on the defensive line with Ricky Jean Francois en route to visit with the Eagles and Isaac Sopoago reportedly agreeing to terms with Philadelphia. On Monday, the 49ers signed seldom-used third-string nose tackle Ian Williams to a two-year, $3.2 million extension, through 2015, with a $1 million signing bonus.

The 49ers want to gain more depth on the defensive line to incorporate more of a rotation to gives breaks to interior defensive linemen Justin Smith and Ray McDonald.
---------------------------------------------------------

2013 Kiper mock 3.0: 49ers thoughts
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

Mel Kiper Jr. is back  with his third 2013 NFL mock draft for the first round. 

We'll run through the projected picks for NFC West teams, beginning in reverse order and working our way forward. As usual, I'll sample from Kiper's analysis before thoughts. 

31. Datone Jones, DE, UCLA 

Kiper's give: Justin Smith will be 34 in September, and the 49ers need to think about who could take over for him long term, and spell him in the interim. Jones can provide an interior pass-rushing presence. 

Sando's take: Kiper's previous mocks also had the 49ers taking defensive linemen. Sharrif Floyd of Florida was the projection in the first mock. Kiper has Floyd going third overall in this latest mock. Kiper had the 49ers taking John Jenkins of Georgia in his second mock. Jenkins wasn't a first-round selection this time. The need for defensive linemen appears heightened by the 49ers' decision to let Isaac Sopoaga and Ricky Jean-Francois hit the market in free agency. Sopoaga reached agreement with Philadelphia already. The 49ers did extend Ian Williams' contract, an indication Williams' playing time should rise. One key question is whether the 49ers plan to expand their rotation along the line. Smith and Ray McDonald could be at risk for wearing down after playing so many snaps recently. McDonald has held up so far despite a history of chronic knee trouble. Smith, one of the NFL's iron men over the past decade, underwent arm surgery recently.
---------------------------------------------------------

Around the NFC West: 49ers' surreal day
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

Isaac Sopoaga had been with the San Francisco 49ers continuously since 2004, when Dennis Erickson was head coach. 

Alex Smith (2005) and Delanie Walker (2006) came to the team during Mike Nolan's tenure. 

All three left the 49ers shortly after the 2013 free-agent signing period opened Tuesday. 

Another San Francisco mainstay, Dashon Goldson, was visiting with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and all but certain to join Sopoaga, Smith and Walker as former longtime 49ers. 

It's a little surreal when a team we've come to know so well remakes itself to such a degree all at once. Sopoaga, Smith and Walker combined to play in 304 regular-season games as 49ers. Goldson played in another 81. That's a lot of institutional knowledge heading out the door. 

The 49ers are going to be Colin Kaepernick's team for the foreseeable future, fresh and new. The transformation felt expedited Tuesday. 

Additional changes are on the way as San Francisco approaches the draft with more choices than any other team possesses. A year from now, we could realistically be discussing Justin Smith's future beyond his contract, which runs through 2013. Frank Gore, who turns 30 in May, isn't going to stay forever, either. 

It's a lot to consider just five weeks after the 49ers appeared in the Super Bowl.
---------------------------------------------------------

TE Delanie Walker's departure signal shift?
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

The San Francisco 49ers, having already committed more than $7 million per year to Vernon Davis, weren't willing to pay starting money for No. 2 tight end Delanie Walker. 

2012 Targeting Walker (Regular Season)

QB

Smith
Kaepernick

Comp.

7
14

Att.

16
21

Pct.

43.8
66.7

Yards

89
255

Yards/att.
9.1
14.4

TD

1
2

INT

1
1

First downs
4
10

30+ rec.
0
2

Pass dist.
9.1
14.4

NFL rating
56.5
140.0

Source: ESPN Stats & Information

That is why the 49ers lost Walker to the Tennessee Titans in free agency, reportedly on a four-year deal worth $17.5 million. 

San Francisco ideally would have held onto Walker. Walker played 57 percent of the offensive snaps last season. Walker's production spiked when Colin Kaepernick took over for Alex Smith at quarterback, as the chart shows. Walker was an excellent blocker, key special-teams player and fast enough to present matchup problems. 

The 49ers could draft or sign another tight end, but I wonder if they're about to become more of a three-receiver team. What are the odds they'll find another tight end good enough to command 57 percent of the snaps when Davis is already established as an every-down player? Do the 49ers need anyone beyond Davis, Michael Crabtree and Anquan Boldin to factor as a receiving target? 

Mario Manningham and Kyle Williams are coming off knee surgeries. Second-year receiver A.J. Jenkins did not catch a pass as a rookie. 

The 49ers used two-plus tight ends 63 percent of the time on first and second downs last season, according to ESPN Stats & Information. The rest of the NFL used two-plus tight ends 38 percent of the time on those downs. The 49ers could be headed toward the league average without Walker. They could also lose the versatility Walker brought though his ability to line up just about anywhere in the formation. 

The offense was going to evolve and grow around Kaepernick anyway. Crabtree clearly benefited from Kaepernick's presence. Walker did, too. Davis' reemergence as a receiving threat during the playoffs had to be particularly encouraging for San Francisco. 

Davis caught 12 passes for 254 yards and a touchdown in the postseason.
---------------------------------------------------------

49ers take big hits in roster via free agency

By Staff, San Francisco Examiner

In only took a few hours, but the 49ers have a few more holes to fill this offseason.

Backup tight end Delanie Walker bolted San Francisco for a chance at a starting gig with the Tennessee Titans and defensive tackle Isaac Sopoaga inked a new deal with the Philadelphia as a fast and furious free agency period kicked off Tuesday.

Walker agreed to a 4-year deal worth $17.5 million, with $8.6 million of that guaranteed. Walker spent his first seven NFL seasons with San Francisco, accumulating 123 career catches for 1,465 yards and eight touchdowns. 

He will help replace Jared Cook, who signed with the St. Louis Rams on Tuesday.

Sopoaga received a 3-year deal for $12 million, with $5 million guaranteed.

The 31-year-old leaves the 49ers after spending all eight years of his career in San Francisco.

Woodson, Dorsey to visit 49ers: Veteran free-agent defensive back Charles Woodson will visit with the 49ers today, according to NFL.com. At age 36 and after 14 years with the Raiders and Green Bay, Woodson is on the downside of his career. But he’s looking to sign with a contender after the Packers released him during the offseason.

The 49ers could be a fit for Woodson with safety Dashon Goldson appearing likely to wind up with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

The Niners will also receive a visit from free agent defensive tackle Glenn Dorsey, who played in just four games with the Kansas City Chiefs last year due to a calf injury.

Boldin shocked by trade: Wide receiver Anquan Boldin told ESPN he was stunned to be traded to the 49ers. While traveling in Africa on a charity mission with fellow NFL receivers Larry Fitzgerald and Roddy White, Boldin spoke to ESPN producer Ashly Robinson. “You know, for me, it was an initial shock because I had no clue that I was going to be traded,” Boldin told Robinson, who is chronicling the trip. Boldin still needs to pass a physical with the 49ers when he returns to the country.

Smith trade finalized: The Chiefs officially traded for Alex Smith, the first day of the new league year — and nearly two weeks after the 49ers agreed to the deal. The 49ers will receive the Chiefs’ second-round pick, 34th overall, in this year’s draft and a conditional pick in next year’s draft.

---------------------------------------------------------

Best In The West: Seahawks Or 49ers? You Make The Call
By Staff, FoxSports.com

With their respective acquisitions of Percy Harvin and Anquan Boldin, the Seahawks and 49ers have let it be known they are the teams to beat in the NFC. But who is the best in the West? Our Jen Floyd Engel gave you her thoughts. Now it’s time for you to decide. Cast your vote below our fancy infographic.
---------------------------------------------------------

Santa Clara Stadium’s Super Bowl Bid Gaining Steam
By Robert Haugh, Santa Clara Weekly

With painters meticulously painting, flames buzzing as welders arc pieces of steel together, trucks delivering loads of materials, and a gaggle of workers methodically piecing together the 68,500 seat, $1.2 billion stadium, 49ers CEO Jed York and several local dignitaries gathered on March 6 to address the pending Super Bowl bid.
Bringing together leaders, including Santa Clara Mayor Jamie Matthews, San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed and San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee, the bid to bring the golden anniversary of the Super Bowl, Super Bowl L in 2016, to Santa Clara is gaining momentum as bay area leaders worked together at a meeting last week at the stadium site.
“We are going to bring the biggest sports spectacle back to the Bay,” said York. “How great it will be to celebrate the Golden Anniversary of the Super Bowl in the Golden State where it all began?” added York, referring to the inaugural Super Bowl, held in Los Angeles in 1967. “We have one of the best regions in the World - from Napa to Monterey.” The last Northern California Super Bowl was in 1985, when the 49ers defeated the Dolphins 38-16 at Stanford Stadium.
“We’ll have the very best stadium and the best fan experience,” said Matthews. “We have the very best weather and we have the best people and companies to support the event. Between the Golden Gate and Silicon Valley, we can’t be beat when we all work together.”

Bay Area Super Bowl Bid Committee Chairman Daniel Lurie said unlike other areas, the San Francisco region bid is utilizing a unified approach, with mayors and leaders from up and down the Bay Area involved in, and supporting, the bid. “We face tough competition from South Florida, but our collaboration and willingness at working together will bring the Super Bowl here.”
Lurie is heading the committee, responsible for the Bay Area’s bid for Super Bowl L. A vote of NFL owners on the host sites will occur on May 21 in Boston. Even if the Santa Clara stadium isn’t chosen for the Golden Jubilee event, the city will then compete with Houston to host Super Bowl LI in 2017.
“The Super Bowl bid is incredibly important to the whole Bay Area region,” Lee said. “We can smell Super Bowl 50.”
Currently, 1,000 workers are on-site, working nearly 24 hours a day, working toward kickoff in 2014. Project Executive Jack Hill said that “construction can never go fast enough,” and that progress has been aided by wonderful weather. “We don’t stop for anything, as you can see by our enthusiastic workers and the working going on right now as I speak,” said Hill.

Pre-cast concrete has already been fitted for the top and middle bowls, while the lower bowl will soon be transformed with pre-cast concrete in four to six weeks. The overall project is approximately 35 percent complete with 95 percent of the steel already installed.
---------------------------------------------------------

Santa Clara Set to Change Street Names Near 49ers New Stadium
By Kyle Bonagura, NBCBayArea.com
When the San Francisco 49ers open their new stadium in Santa Clara in 2014, they'll do so at Marie P DeBartolo Way.

A spokesman for the city of Santa Clara confirmed there will be two minor street-name changes in preparation for the stadium's opening.

Centennial Boulevard, which has long been home to the 49ers facility, will change to honor DeBartolo, the late grandmother of current Chief Executive Officer Jed York. The stadium's official Santa Clara address will be 4900 Marie P DeBartolo Way.

Bill Walsh, who coached the 49ers to three Super Bowl championships in the 1980's, will also have a street name after him -- just south of the stadium.
