49ers Mid-Day Clips - April 11, 2013
Local Media
MT: Seifert, Young Join SB Committee
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com
http://blog.49ers.com/2013/04/11/mt-seifert-young-join-sb-committee/
Report: British discus star Okoye visited 49ers
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle
http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2013/04/11/report-british-discus-star-okoye-visited-49ers/
Could 49ers find defensive-line gold in British Olympian? 
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
http://blogs.mercurynews.com/49ers/2013/04/11/could-49ers-find-defensive-line-gold-in-british-olympian/
From discus to d-line? 49ers host British Olympian

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2013/04/from-discus-to-d-line-49ers-host-british-olympian.html
49ers pre-draft depth chart: Defense
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/blog/matt-maiocco/49ers-pre-draft-depth-chart-defense
49ers do homework on British Olympian-turned-defensive end
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/blog/matt-maiocco/49ers-do-homework-british-olympian-turned-defensive-end
49ers pre-draft depth chart: Offense

By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/blog/matt-maiocco/49ers-pre-draft-depth-chart-offense
National Media
Brady Quinn's smarts attracted Seahawks
By Clare Farnsworth, Seahawks.com
http://www.seahawks.com/news/articles/article-1/Brady-Quinns-smarts-attracted-Seahawks/5e1c08cd-8f56-49f6-afc8-f3336270ee41
Around the NFC West: So, the Jets quit?
By Nick Eaton, Seattle Post-Intelligencer
http://blog.seattlepi.com/football/2013/04/10/mike-holmgren-is-returning-to-seattle-football-on-the-airwaves/
Video: How Winfield fits with Seahawks
By Staff, ESPN.com

http://espn.go.com/blog/nfcwest/post/_/id/96441/video-how-winfield-fits-with-seahawks
Addressing rumors circling the Dolphins

By Armando Salguero, Miami Dolphins

http://miamiherald.typepad.com/dolphins_in_depth/2013/04/addressing-rumors-circling-dolphins.html
Local Clips – Full Version 
MT: Seifert, Young Join SB Committee
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com
The Bay Area’s quest to host Super Bowl L or LI received a boost this week with the two key former 49ers joining the region’s Super Bowl bid committee.
According to the SF Gate, Hall of Fame quarterback Steve Young and two-time Super Bowl winning coach George Seifert, have joined the committee that features many other well-known Bay Area personalities (Condoleeza Rice, Charles Schwab, Thomas Keller and others).
NFL owners will decide the host cities for both Super Bowls at the annual owner meetings on May 21. If the Bay Area wins, the game will be played at the new Santa Clara Stadium which is set to open in 2014.

The Bay Area is up against the Miami region to host Super Bowl L in 2016. It would be the 50th anniversary of the biggest game in professional sports. The runner-up from that vote will compete with Houston to host Super Bowl LI in 2017. Bay Area mayors, Jamie Matthews of Santa Clara and Ed Lee of San Francisco, recently held a press conference on March 7 to discuss the Super Bowl bid.
Learn more about the future home of the San Francisco 49ers at NewSantaClaraStadium.com and book your personal tour of the facility today.
You can also learn more about the San Francisco Super Bowl bid on their official site and Twitter account.
More 49ers headlines can be found in today’s Morning Tailgate.
Matt Maiocco of CSNBayArea.com shared his opinion of 49ers draft needs: defensive line, safety and tight end.
Matt Barrows of the Sacramento Bee wrote about Colin Kaepernick looking to increase his speed in 2013.

Barrows also discussed the 49ers targeting offensive linemen later in the NFL Draft.
Daniel Jeremiah of NFL.com shared his fifth mock draft of the offseason.
49ers.com recapped Joe Staley’s appearance on NFL Network’s NFL AM show.
Our “49 in 49” series continued with a profile of FIU safety Jonathan Cyprien.

---------------------------------------------------------

Report: British discus star Okoye visited 49ers
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle

With a loaded roster and 13 draft picks, the 49ers can afford to roll the dice on a few prospects who figure to be developmental, practice-squad projects.

And Lawrence Okoye certainly fits that description.

A 2012 Olympian who is the British record holder in the discus, Okoye, 21, visited the 49ers on Wednesday, Dave Birkett of the Detroit Free Press reported on Twitter.

At 6-foot-6 and 304 pounds, Okoye projects to be a defensive end in the NFL. If he makes the league, that is. A former junior rugby star, Okoye never played American football in England.

He did, however, open some eyes at the NFL Super Regional Combine in Dallas this week. Okoye posted impressive numbers in the 40-yard dash (4.78), vertical jump (35 inches) and broad jump (10-5). NFL Network analyst Bucky Brooks, a former NFL player and scout, noted that Okoye “looked a little tight in his turns and transitions, and he didn’t show explosive change-of-direction quickness in drills.” Still, Brooks pegs Okoye as a potential late-round pick or priority free agent based on his size and athleticism.

Okoye, who finished 12th in the discus at the 2012 Summer Olympics in London, is schedule to visit the Saints on Friday. He will then return to England to pick up his visa.

Last year, the 49ers hosted a similar prospect in former Cal State Fullerton basketball player Andre Hardy, who hadn’t played football since high school. Hardy, a tight end, was signed by the Raiders before the 2012 draft, but was waived a month later.

---------------------------------------------------------

Could 49ers find defensive-line gold in British Olympian? 
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
Nearly 30 years after Bill Walsh selected Olympic shot putter Michael Carter as one of his finest draft picks, the 49ers again are considering an Olympian in Lawrence Okoye, Britain’s record holder in the discus.

Okoye, a potential defensive lineman, made a pre-draft visit to the 49ers on Wednesday, according to the Detroit Free Press.

After finishing last in the discuss at the 2012 London Games, Okoye began embarking on a potential NFL career. A former rugby player, he participated in an NFL regional tryout in Atlanta before advancing to Sunday’s super regional combine in Dallas.

Okoye, 21, checked in at 6-foot-5 and 304 pounds. He reportedly ran the 40-yard dash in 4.88 seconds and 4.78 seconds. He is scheduled to visit the New Orleans Saints on Friday before returning to London to obtain his visa.

Okoye could be the latest in a line of Olympians and track-and-field stars to suit up for the 49ers, who have 13 draft picks.

Carter, a 1984 silver medalist, was drafted him in the fifth round (121st overall) in 1984. He won three Super Bowls in his nine seasons as a staunch nose tackle, and Walsh considered him one of his four best all-time draft picks, along with Joe Montana, Jerry Rice and Dwight Clark.

Other past Olympians who played for the 49ers were Bob Hayes and Ray Norton, sprinters in the 1960s. Renaldo Nehemiah and Jeff Stover also were accomplished track-and-field stars who couldn’t compete in the 1980 Olympics because of theU.S.boycott.

The 49ers have five picks in the draft’s first 93 selections, followed by two picks in the fourth round, one in the fifth, two in the sixth and three in the seventh.

---------------------------------------------------------

From discus to d-line? 49ers host British Olympian

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

A 6-6, 304-pound mountain of muscle who ran his 40-yard dash in 4.78 seconds and who can broad-jump nearly 10 ½ feet? Yes, it's safe to say the 49ers are intrigued by Lawrence Okoye, who visited Santa Clara Wednesday, according to the Detroit Free Press.

Okoye's rather prominent blemish - he's never played American football before. Instead he is a British Olympic discus thrower who has a rugby background and who says he's a long-time NFL fan. Okoye's combination of size and speed caught the NFL's attention at the super regional Combine in Dallas this week, and teams - presumably including the 49ers - are looking at him as a defensive end.

"I came over to the States for warm-weather training for my discus," Okoye told the London Daily Mail last month. "But when I saw that there was an American football regional combine taking place in Atlanta, I applied online. And when I passed, I went along.

"At the combine, I really stood out because of my size, strength and speed. I don't want to sound arrogant, but I was good on the day -- to the point that a lot of NFL clubs began talking to me immediately on the back of it. They all see me as a defensive end, which suits me just fine."

Adding someone who's never donned a helmet to an NFL squad seems like a stretch. But it's not out of the realm of possibility. BYU defensive end Ziggy Ansah, a native of Ghana, only has been playing football for three years. And yet Ansah is likely to be a Top 10 draft pick on April 25.

If Okoye gets drafted, it likely will be in the sixth or seventh round by a team that has the luxury of developing someone as raw as him. The 49ers, of course, have 13 picks in the upcoming draft, including five in the final two rounds.

They also have a defensive line coach, Jim Tomsula, who spent nine seasons coaching in NFL Europe, including players with minimal background in American football. In the offseasons, Tomsula conducts coaching clinics on American football in Italy. That is, Tomsula and the 49ers are particularly well suited to teach someone with Okoye's experience.

49ers draft picks

1. First round, No. 31 (No. 31 overall): Own pick

2. Second round, No. 2 (No. 34 overall): From Kansas City for Alex Smith

3. Second round, No. 31 (No. 61 overall): Own pick 

4. Third round, No. 12 (No. 74 overall): From Carolina in trade during 2012 draft 

5. Third round, No 31 (No. 93 overall): Own pick 

6. Fourth round, No. 31 (No. 128 overall): Own pick 

7. Fourth round, No. 34 (No. 131 overall): Compensatory

8. Fifth round, No. 24 (No. 157 overall): From Indianapolis in trade during 2012 draft 

9. Sixth round, No. 5 (No. 173 overall): From Cleveland in Colt McCoy trade

10. Sixth round, No. 12 (No. 180 overall): From Miami in trade-back during 2012 draft 

11. Seventh round, No. 31 (No. 237 overall): Own pick

12. Seventh round, No. 40, (No. 246 overall): Compensatory

13. Seventh round, No. 46, (No. 252 overall): Compensatory

---------------------------------------------------------

49ers pre-draft depth chart: Defense
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

The 49ers' top five cornerbacks from a year ago will return for the opening of the offseason program on Monday.

Three-year veteran Tramaine Brock, who the 49ers like enough to tender a one-year, $1.323 million contract as a restricted free agent, will sign the deal on Monday, a source said.

Brock was the 49ers' No. 4 cornerback last season behind Carlos Rogers, Tarell Brown and Chris Culliver. Cornerback Perrish Cox was the dime back as the No. 2 slot cover man.

The competition at cornerback is expected to be fierce this offseason, as the club added veteran Nnamdi Asomugha with a one-year contract that contains no guaranteed money. Asomugha will likely have to win a starting job to make the team because backup cornerbacks are expected to make large contributions on special teams.

The 49ers return nine starters on defense. Glenn Dorsey was signed to take over at nose tackle on base downs following the offseason losses of Isaac Sopoaga and Ricky Jean Francois.

Craig Dahl, who started 16 games for the St. Louis Rams last season, is currently atop the depth chart at free safety. But the 49ers are expected to draft a player to compete for the right to replace Dashon Goldson, who signed a lucrative deal with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers at the start of free agency.

DEFENSE DEPTH CHART

LDT -- Ray McDonald, Will Tukuafu 

NT -- Glenn Dorsey, Ian Williams, Lamar Divens 

RDT -- Justin Smith, Demarcus Dobbs, Tony Jerod-Eddie 

LOLB -- Ahmad Brooks, Parys Haralson, Cam Johnson 

ILB -- NaVorro Bowman, Dan Skuta 

ILB -- Patrick Willis, Michael Wilhoite, Nate Stupar 

ROLB -- Aldon Smith, Parys Haralson, Darius Fleming 

LCB -- Carlos Rogers, Nnamdi Asomugha, Perrish Cox 

RCB -- Tarell Brown, Chris Culliver, Tramaine Brock 

FS -- Craig Dahl, C.J. Spillman, Michael Thomas 

SS -- Donte Whitner, Trenton Robinson, Darcel McBath

SPECIAL TEAMS DEPTH CHART 

Punt return -- Kyle Williams, Perrish Cox, LaMichael James 

Kickoff return -- LaMichael James, Kendall Hunter, Kyle Williams, Ricardo Lockette 

Punter -- Andy Lee 

Kicker -- Phil Dawson 

Holder -- Andy Lee 

Long snapper -- Brian Jennings
---------------------------------------------------------

49ers do homework on British Olympian-turned-defensive end
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

The 49ers had success in the 1980s converting accomplished track-and-field throwers into defensive linemen. And the organization is investigating that possibility once again.

British discus record-holder Lawrence Okoye, who finished a disappointing 12th at the London Olympics, visited with the 49ers on Wednesday, he told the Detroit Free Press.

Okoye, who is an accomplished rugby player but has never played football, attended two regional combines and attracted the attention of NFL scouts with his size and athleticism. Okoye is 6-foot-6, 305 pounds. He reportedly ran the 40-yard dash in 4.88 and 4.78 seconds while posting a 10-foot-5 broad jump and a 35-inch vertical jump this week at a combine at Cowboys Stadium.

"I came over to the States for warm-weather training for my discus," Okoye told the London Daily Mail last month. "But when I saw that there was an American football regional combine taking place in Atlanta, I applied online. And when I passed, I went along.

"At the combine, I really stood out because of my size, strength and speed. I don't want to sound arrogant, but I was good on the day -- to the point that a lot of NFL clubs began talking to me immediately on the back of it. They all see me as a defensive end, which suits me just fine."

Okoye, 21, said he has followed the NFL and many people have told him he should give it a try.

"From my mid-teenage years everyone kept telling me to give American football a go, and I thought about applying for an American college scholarship when I was 16," he said. "I've always been a huge NFL fan for as long as I can remember and whenever I've arrived in the States the customs officers always ask me who I play for. I want to give this my best shot. It's a rare life opportunity."

The 49ers have experience with Olympians. Michael Carter, who attended Southern Methodist on a football scholarship, won the silver medal in the 1984 Olympics. The following season, Carter played nose tackle on the 49ers' Super Bowl-winning team. Carter, a fifth-round draft pick in 1984, played for the 49ers through 1992.

Defensive end Jeff Stover was also a member of that 49ers championship team. Stover, who grew up in the small Northern California town of Corning, did not play football at Oregon. He was one of the best shot-putters in the country, but did not get a chance to participate in the 1980 Olympics because of the United States' boycott. Stover impressed the 49ers in a tryout and ended up playing for the club from 1982 to '88.
---------------------------------------------------------

49ers pre-draft depth chart: Offense

By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

Coach Jim Harbaugh loves to create competition, but most of the starting jobs on the 49ers' offense are not open for debate.

The only change atop the depth chart from a year ago is at wide receiver, where Anquan Boldin can be expected to start alongside Michael Crabtree, the 49ers' No. 1 receiver.

Mario Manningham, Kyle Williams and Randy Moss started games at wide receiver a year ago. Moss will not return. Manningham and Williams will not take part in on-field work during the offseason program after sustaining season-ending knee injuries.

Manningham is not expected to be ready for the opening of training camp after undergoing surgery in mid-January to repair tears to his left anterior cruciate and posterior cruciate ligaments. Williams, who began running two weeks ago, is on pace to return at the start of camp.

Veteran center Jonathan Goodwin could be in the toughest battle to retain his starting job. Daniel Kilgore and Joe Looney, the next-best linemen on the team, will have their opportunities in the offseason and training camp to contend for the starting job.

The biggest offensive void was created when Delanie Walker signed with the Tennessee Titans as a free agent. Walker played 56.8 percent of the 49ers' offensive snaps as the No. 2 tight end. Garrett Celek returns behind Vernon Davis, and the 49ers are expected to draft a tight end.

Alex Boone, the starter at right guard, was also the backup at both tackle positions. The 49ers can be expected to add a tackle who is capable of playing both sides.

OFFENSE DEPTH CHART

QB -- Colin Kaepernick, Colt McCoy, Scott Tolzien 

RB -- Frank Gore, Kendall Hunter, LaMichael James, Anthony Dixon, Jewel Hampton 

FB -- Bruce Miller, Anthony Dixon, Will Tukuafu 

WR -- Michael Crabtree, Kyle Williams, A.J. Jenkins, Chad Hall 

WR -- Anquan Boldin, Mario Manningham, Ricardo Lockette, Marlon Moore, Joe Hastings 

TE -- Vernon Davis, Garrett Celek, Demarcus Dobbs 

LT -- Joe Staley, Alex Boone, Al Netter 

LG -- Mike Iupati, Joe Looney, Al Netter 

C -- Jonathan Goodwin, Daniel Kilgore, Joe Looney 

RG -- Alex Boone, Joe Looney, Wayne Tribue 

RT -- Anthony Davis, Alex Boone, Kenny Wiggins
