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Tenacity pays off for 49ers draft pick Patton

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

The marquee football programs at the big universities stumble over themselves to secure commitments from hotshot high school players across the country.

Quinton Patton wasn't on their list. In fact, he wasn't on anyone's list.

The first stop on the wide receiver's path to the NFL was Coffeyville Community College in Kansas, and even the Red Ravens needed plenty of convincing. 

After all, Patton played at a small high school in La Vergne, Tenn. He wasn't particularly big or fast, and his grades weren't that good. The one trait he had going for himself – persistence.

"He kept calling; he kept emailing," said Darian Dulin, who was then Coffeyville's coach. "His mother emailed. He practically recruited himself."

Finally, Dulin gave in. Patton was the last player he signed in 2008.

Patton's newest coach, Jim Harbaugh, got a taste of that tenacity last week.

Drafted in the fourth round on April 27, Patton couldn't wait to start practicing with his new squad. He bought a plane ticket from Nashville, Tenn., to San Francisco, and when he landed at the airport on Monday, he rented a car.

Patton was halfway down Highway 101 when he called the 49ers to tell them he was minutes away. It wasn't welcome news.

Draft picks have a 24-hour window to visit their new team, per the new collective bargaining agreement, but they are not allowed at the facility beyond that. If Patton had arrived in Santa Clara, he might have forfeited his chance to participate in the team's rookie minicamp that begins Friday.

Harbaugh talked about the phone conversation – and the mini panic it set off at team headquarters – on KNBR radio last week.

"We had to go, 'Where? Which airport did you fly into? You're in a rental car driving here?' " Harbaugh said. " 'Yeah, coach, I'm 20 minutes away.' "

Harbaugh had to tell Patton to turn around and fly back to Tennessee. But the 49ers' coach said he loved the rookie's eagerness.

"The fact that he would buy his own ticket and fly out here, to me, just speaks volumes about him. I mean, to be honest with you, he reminds me of me," he said. "That's something I would've done. I love it. I can't wait. It's probably the best money he's ever spent even though he had to fly out here and fly back home."

Patton's former coaches chuckled when that story was relayed to them.

Dulin, for example, said Patton was merely "mediocre" when he first arrived at Coffeyville and was redshirted in 2008. To stick around for the 2009 season, Dulin told Patton, he needed to offer more to the team.

So Patton said he'd also play defensive back. And he'd teach himself to punt, something he had never done.

Two years later, he was a second-team all-conference punter. In an October 2010 game against Independence Community College, he lined up at wide receiver, safety, punter and kick returner, and he ended up playing nearly every snap of the contest. The player no one wanted was voted Coffeyville's MVP at the end of the season.

Said Dulin: "He made himself into a guy we couldn't play without."

A year later, he landed at Louisiana Tech with coach Sonny Dykes, who in December was hired to run Cal's football program.

Dykes had recruited another 49ers wide receiver, Michael Crabtree, to Texas Tech while coaching the receivers for that school. The common element, Dykes said, is that both truly love football and sometimes had to be ordered off the practice field.

"We told him that many times," said Dykes of Patton, who constantly was trying to perfect his route running. " 'We got our work done today, Quinton. Let's recharge our batteries and go back to work tomorrow.' "

Dykes said he has come across plenty of players more talented than Patton. But no one has outworked him, and no one has had his pluck. It's why he caught 183 passes for 24 touchdowns in two seasons at Louisiana Tech and already has caught Harbaugh's eye in the NFL.

"Quinton just wanted to prove himself," Dykes said. "Football wasn't one of those things that had been laid out for him. He had to work at it."

---------------------------------------------------------

49ers still rooting for Alex Smith to succeed
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com
The 49ers have a rooting interest in Alex Smith and the Kansas City Chiefs in the upcoming season.

As part of the trade that sent the 49ers' top overall pick from the 2005 draft to Kansas City this offseason, the 49ers will receive a second-round pick in the 2014 draft if the Chiefs finish with an 8-8 record or better, Sports Illustrated's Peter King reported.

If the Chiefs finish below the .500 mark, the 49ers will receive a third-round draft pick. The Chiefs finished with a 2-14 record last season. The team hired former Philadelphia Eagles coach Andy Reid in the offseason and selected Central Michigan offensive tackle Eric Fisher with the No. 1 overall pick.

Already, the Smith trade has contributed to the 49ers landing two players and an additional pick in next year's draft. The Chiefs have already sent this year's second-round pick, No. 34 overall, to the 49ers as part of the deal, which was finalized on March 12.

The 49ers traded that pick to the Tennessee Titans, who moved up six spots to select wide receiver Justin Hunter.

The 49ers selected defensive lineman Tank Carradine at No. 40. The seventh-round pick the 49ers also acquired from the Titans was packaged to trade up five spots in the third round to choose Auburn outside linebacker/defensive end Corey Lemonier. In addition, the 49ers received a third-round pick from the Titans in the 2014 draft.

The 49ers own 10 picks in next year's draft, with another expected when compensatory selections are announced in March 2014.

49ERS 2014 DRAFT PICKS

1. First round: Own pick

2. Second round: Own pick

*3. Third round: Kansas City pick in 2013 Alex Smith trade

4. Third round: Tennessee pick in 2013 draft day trade

5. Third round: Own pick

**6. Third or fourth round: Compensatory

7. Fourth round: Own pick

8. Fifth round: Own pick

9. Sixth round: Own pick

10. Seventh round: Carolina pick in 2012 Colin Jones trade

11. Seventh round: Own pick

*-Conditional pick from Kansas City is a second-round selection if Chiefs finish 2013 with an 8-8 record or better.

**-The 49ers are in position to gain a compensatory pick due to a net loss of qualifying 2013 free agents. The pick, resulting from Dashon Goldson's departure, is expected to be a third- or fourth-round selection.

---------------------------------------------------------

Around the NFC West: Okoye and rookies
By Mike Sando, ESPN.com

Good morning, NFC West. This week will culminate with all four teams from the division holding rookie minicamps Friday through Sunday. The 2013 draft choices will get much of the attention. Undrafted rookies will outnumber them, and a few head into camps with some relative fanfare. 

Linebacker Jonathan Stewart of the St. Louis Rams and safety Tony Jefferson of the Arizona Cardinals caught Mel Kiper Jr.'s attention  among undrafted rookies. 

The San Francisco 49ers' Lawrence Okoye is getting more acclaim than either. The 6-foot-6, 304-pound Olympic discus thrower from Britain is easily the most intriguing prospect among undrafted players in NFC West camps. 

The balance, power, length and explosive movements common to the discus translate well to the defensive line in American football. Okoye lit up a regional scouting combine in Dallas by covering 40 yards in 4.78 seconds. Okoye also leapt 10-foot-5 in the broad jump and 35 inches in the vertical jump. 

Okoye has never played football, however, so we're left to project. The 49ers will get a better idea at their rookie camp beginning Friday. They won't be able to assess Okoye in full-contact drills until training camps begin in late July and early August.
---------------------------------------------------------

If Chiefs go 8-8, they owe 49ers a second
By Darin Gantt, ProFootballTalk.com

The 49ers used Kansas City’s second-round pick this year to add another pick in the third round next year.

And depending on how the Chiefs play, it could net the 49ers yet another second-rounder next year.

Peter King of SI.com has filled in the blanks on the conditional 2014 pick the Chiefs owe the 49ers to complete the Alex Smith trade, noting that it’s a second-rounder if the Chiefs go 8-8 or better, but will be a third if they’re 7-9 or worse.

Getting to .500 could be a reasonable goal for the Chiefs, who have checked off many boxes this offseason, beginning with finding a quarterback.

And the better Smith plays, the better able his old team will be to make more draft-day moves.

The 49ers could have as many as three extra third-rounders in addition to their own picks, which would mean six of the first 100 picks.

They own Tennessee’s third by trading this year’s 34th overall pick so the Titans could move up six spots to get wide receiver Justin Hunter.

They’ll get the pick to be determined from the Chiefs, and possibly a compensatory third-rounder for losing free agent safety Dashon Goldson and not signing a replacement in free agency.

That means the 49ers will either have a first, two seconds and three thirds if the Chiefs make a giant leap, or a first, a second and four thirds. The 49ers also have Carolina’s seventh-rounder from a 2012 trade for special teamer Colin Jones.

That means they can continue to make moves, and use picks on fliers such as injured running back Marcus Lattimore, chances other teams with limited picks can’t afford to take.

------------------------------------------------------------
The 49ers’ top 10 offseason position battles
By Grant Cohn, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

Here are the top-10 position battles on the 49ers I’m looking forward to this offseason. Which battles interest you the most?

1. No.2 and No.3 cornerback: Carlos Rogers vs. Nnamdi Asomugha vs. Chris Culliver. Tarell Brown probably is a lock to start, so Rogers, Asomugha and Culliver will compete for the other two cornerback spots in the 49ers’ Nickel defense. Rogers and Culliver will compete to cover the slot. The loser will compete with Asomugha to be an outside cornerback opposite Brown.

2. No.2 tight end: Vance McDonald vs. Garrett Celek vs. Cameron Morrah. The 49ers traded up to the 55th pick to draft McDonald, so he’s the favorite to win this battle. But he’s a project – he said so himself. Although he has long arms and big hands, he has a tendency to bobble and drop passes. Celek and Morrah might be more polished tight ends right now.

3. No.3 wide receiver: A.J. Jenkins vs. Quinton Patton vs. Kyle Williams. Michael Crabtree and Anquan Boldin most likely will start. The 49ers need a third receiver for third-down-and-medium-to-long. Mario Manningham could be that player when he returns from knee surgery, but he probably will start the season on the P.U.P. list. Williams was the 49ers’ No.3 receiver last season before he tore his ACL. He will miss the OTAs, but probably will participate in training camp. A.J. Jenkins was the 49ers’ No.1 draft pick last year, so he should be expected to win this job. But Patton, the fourth-round pick this year, might be the favorite. He’s a good route-runner, he attacks the ball in the air and he’s bigger than Jenkins and Williams and Manningham. The receivers who lose this competition probably will not play much because the 49ers rarely use four or five-wide-receiver personnel packages.

4. Free safety: Eric Reid vs. Craig Dahl. The 49ers’ traded up to the 18th pick to draft Reid, so he’s probably going to start, but there’s an outside chance Dahl, the five-year veteran, outplays Reid in training camp and wins the free safety job to start the season.

5. No.2 running back: Kendall Hunter vs. LaMichael James. Frank Gore probably will receive the bulk of the carries for at least one more season, so Hunter and James will compete to be his primary backup. Hunter averaged 5.2 yards per carry last season before he tore his left Achilles tendon on November 25. He says he’ll be ready for training camp, but he might not be 100 percent healthy until the regular season or postseason. If that’s the case, James probably will be the 49ers’ No.2 running back.

6. No.2 quarterback: Colt McCoy vs. Scott Tolzien vs. B.J. Daniels. McCoy probably is the early favorite because he’s the only backup QB on the 49ers’ roster who has played a down in the NFL. But the 49ers are not seriously invested in him – he has one year left on his contract. The 49ers might be more interested in developing Tolzien and/or Daniels.

7. Nose tackle: Glenn Dorsey vs. Ian Williams. Dorsey is the experienced veteran, so he’ll probably win this competition, but he hasn’t played nose tackle before. He’s making a position switch. Ian Williams has years of experience playing nose tackle.

8. Center: Jonathan Goodwin vs. Joe Looney vs. Daniel Kilgore. Goodwin will turn 35 years old in December and the 49ers owe him $3.7 million this season – more than they owe any other offensive lineman. If Looney or Kilgore show they can play center about as well as Goodwin, there’s a possibility the 49ers trade or cut Goodwin and go with a cheaper, younger player at center.

9. Justin Smith’s backup: Tank Carradine vs. Demarcus Dobbs. Dobbs has been a monster in offseason competitions his first two seasons in the NFL. Carradine is the more talented player, but he’s rehabbing a knee surgery and may not play as well as Dobbs in training camp.

10. Ray McDonald’s backup: Quinton Dial vs. Will Tukuafu. Tukuafu technically has been McDonald’s backup at RDE the past two seasons, but he played much more at fullback and special teams last season. If Dial proves he’s a more imposing RDE than Tukuafu, Tukuafu may get cut.

