49ers Mid-Day Clips – October 7, 2013
Local Media

49ers Hope Michael Crabtree Returns in November
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/49ers-Hope-Michael-Crabtree-Returns-in-November/e26ae393-72c6-4014-9aaf-c1165d5be687
Mario Manningham, Reinforcements on the Way
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/Mario-Manningham-Reinforcements-on-the-Way/b6dd7ef9-67df-4753-b756-1686c5873914
Whitner, Reid Play as Formidable Tandem
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/Whitner-Reid-Play-as-Formidable-Tandem/c8faf408-9a76-4d22-8192-829456f725e7
Harbaugh Receives Texts from Aldon Smith
By Andrew Pentis, 49ers.com

http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/Harbaugh-Receives-Texts-from-Aldon-Smith/0aeed209-bfef-49c9-96dd-c163dc4dce98
Morning Tailgate: Tony Jerod-Eddie's First INT
By Andrew Pentis, 49ers.com

http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/Morning-Tailgate-Tony-Jerod-Eddies-First-INT/10e4b065-16aa-46db-a7d3-1304b9197a68
Harbaugh: WR Crabtree could return as soon as mid-November
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle

http://blog.sfgate.com/49ers/2013/10/07/harbaugh-wr-crabtree-could-return-as-soon-as-mid-november/
49ers hopeful Michael Crabtree can return next month
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News
http://www.mercurynews.com/49ers/ci_24258463/49ers-hopeful-michael-crabtree-can-return-next-month
Reinforcements coming: Carradine, Dial, Manningham -- even Crabtree -- close to joining 49ers

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2013/10/reinforcements-coming-carradine-dial-manningham-etc-close-to-joining-49ers.html
Film review: What's wrong with Kap? (Ans: nothing); Brooks, Wilhoite shine

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2013/10/film-review-whats-wrong-with-kap-ans-nothing-brooks-wilhoite-shine.html
Pick 'em game: Brock, 49ers defense dominate Texans

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee 

http://blogs.sacbee.com/49ers/archives/2013/10/pick-em-game-brock-49ers-defense-dominate-texans.html
Harbaugh: Brock to remain as 49ers third CB over Asomugha
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com
http://www.csnbayarea.com/49ers/harbaugh-brock-remain-49ers-third-cb-over-asomugha
Week 5 Rewind: 49ers defense plays offense
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/49ers/week-5-rewind-49ers-defense-plays-offense
Help coming soon off NFI, PUP lists
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

http://www.csnbayarea.com/49ers/help-coming-soon-nfi-pup-lists
Yes, an olive jar
By Bill Williamson, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/san-francisco-49ers/post/_/id/1310/yes-an-olive-jar
A Josh Gordon trade on horizon?
By Bill Williamson, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/san-francisco-49ers/post/_/id/1304/a-josh-gordon-trade-on-horizon
Crabtree back in time to play Saints?
By Bill Williamson, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/nfl/story/_/id/9788087/san-francisco-49ers-think-michael-crabtree-returns-mid-november
49ers expecting a bunch of players back at practice soon
By Josh Alper, ProFootballTalk.com
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2013/10/07/49ers-expecting-a-lot-of-players-back-at-practice-soon/
San Francisco 49ers feast on Matt Schaub's mistakes, pound Texans

By Austin Murphy, SI.com

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/nfl/news/20131007/schaub-texans-49ers-interceptions-record/

National Media
Daryl Washington carries the day in 1st game back with Arizona Cardinals
By Scott Bordow, AZCentral Sports
http://www.azcentral.com/sports/cardinals/articles/20131006daryl-washington-carries-the-day-in-st-game-back-with-arizona-cardinals.html
Raiders cut Matt Flynn
By Michael David Smith, ProFootballTalk.com
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2013/10/07/raiders-cut-matt-flynn/
Packers' Clay Matthews reportedly will miss a month
By Chris Wesseling, NFL.com
http://www.nfl.com/news/story/0ap2000000258627/article/packers-clay-matthews-reportedly-will-miss-a-month
Michael Vick expected to miss game
By Staff, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/nfl/story/_/id/9786120/michael-vick-philadelphia-eagles-likely-tampa-bay-buccaneers

Local Clips – Full Version 

49ers Hope Michael Crabtree Returns in November
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

Michael Crabtree has begun running on his surgically repaired Achilles tendon.

The 49ers fifth-year wideout suffered the injury at the team's Organized Team Activities in May, but has progressed quite well in his rehab work.

“It’s been very good,” Jim Harbaugh said of Crabtree.

San Francisco’s head coach even went as far as to say Crabtree could return as soon as mid-November. 

That would be six months removed from the surgery.

“I think it’s more November, middle to late November is what we’re hoping for,” Harbaugh said. “He seems to be on track for that.”

Harbaugh wouldn’t fully divulge Crabtree’s rehab work, but did say the 49ers wideout has been working hard while the team practices.

“He’s starting to run and… he’s running,” Harbaugh said carefully. 

The 49ers coach is hopeful Crabtree can return in November and will be ready to play to help the team.

 Harbaugh checks in Crabtree all the time and is able to watch the rehab work, too.

“I catch it now and then,” Harbaugh said. “Sometimes when we’re practicing he’s doing his rehab work, but pretty much talk to him every day and it seems to be going well.

“Everything is positive. Very upbeat and feels like things are progressing well.”

The 49ers play three games in the month of Novemer: Home against the Carolina Panthers on Nov. 10, away at the New Orleans Saints on Nov. 17 and away on "Monday Night Football" against the Washington Redskins on Nov. 25.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Mario Manningham, Reinforcements on the Way
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

San Francisco’s 53-man roster could look very different in a matter of weeks.

Reinforcements are on the way.

Most notably, veteran wide receiver Mario Manningham is one of many 49ers who could be activated off the team’s Physically Unable to Perform list.

 In addition, rookie defensive linemen Tank Carradine and Quinton Dial, plus free agent signee Eric Wright, could all join Manningham at practice next week.

“Excited about that,” Harbaugh said.

Once activated off the PUP list, the 49ers have a three-week window to activate the players on to the 53-man roster.

“We’re counting down the days,” Harbaugh said of the possibility of adding quality players to the team’s already deep roster. “We’re counting down the weeks and now down to one week.”

The key in determining the status of the four players will be practice capability and readiness to contribute on gameday.

“All those things will go into determining when exactly they head back to the 53,” Harbaugh said.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Whitner, Reid Play as Formidable Tandem
By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

Eric Reid had big shoes to fill entering his first season with the San Francisco 49ers.

 The rookie safety had to replace a Pro Bowler and a fan favorite, Dashon Goldson. So far, Reid looks to be handling the challenge quite well.

 In Sunday night’s 34-3 win over the Houston Texans, Reid recorded eight tackles and a pass breakup.

PHOTO GALLERY: 49ERS VS. TEXANS

 The breakup, however, was almost an interception. The rookie safety out of LSU recognized a Texans pass play and broke up the field to nearly intercept Matt Schaub, who happened to throw three interceptions in the game.

 Schaub’s pass hit Reid directly in the chest.

 Despite the rookie missing out on his third interception of the season, the 49ers have been pleased with their No. 18 overall pick.

“It was great to see him diagnose the play,” Jim Harbaugh said. “I’m sure he wishes he would have caught the ball, but it was great to see him break on the ball and be in that kind of position. Once you do it then you get the confidence that you can do that again.”

 “I’m glad he was in that situation now next time I know he’ll finish that play," Harbaugh added. "But, it was great to see him aggressive in making that play.”

Reid’s physical presence was more important in San Francisco’s win. With Houston featuring a play-action passing game and one of the NFL’s best rushing attacks, Reid’s presence in the run box was key in the victory. Reid had six tackles by the second quarter, a sign of his involvement in stuffing the run.

Harbaugh applauded Reid for making open-field tackles on respected Texans running back Arian Foster. Reid’s only miscue on tackling came from over-running an opportunity to tackle Foster in the open field. 

While Reid was unable to create one of the team’s four takeaways, strong safety Donte Whitner stripped Houston’s other quality running back, Ben Tate.

 It was a fitting play for the 49ers safety who made headlines with his decision to drop the “W” in his last name. 

Whitner supplied big hits against the Texans and was being labeled as “Stripner” by fans on social media. 

After the game, Whitner sounded like he’s still planning on changing the name, despite his paperwork being delayed by the current government shutdown.

“We’re still working on that,” he said.

 Whitner’s true focus was on being at his best against a quality opponent in a primetime setting.

“We came out, had a great team win, played 49er football, played sound, physical defense and got turnovers,” Whitner said. 

 Whitner’s turnover was also a team effort with his fellow safety, Reid.

 With the rookie holding up Tate, Whitner was able to rip the ball out with his right hand. Cornerback Tarell Brown recorded the fumble and returned it to set up another 49ers touchdown run.

“This game is all about turnovers,” Whitner said. “There’s a direct correlation between turnovers and wins. We understand that and that’s why the score looks like it did.”
--------------------------------------------------------------
Harbaugh Receives Texts from Aldon Smith
By Andrew Pentis, 49ers.com

Aldon Smith is progressing. 

So said Jim Harbaugh of the 49ers Pro Bowl outside linebacker, who has been absent from the team for about two weeks.

Smith was arrested early on the morning of Sept. 18, but he later returned to the team’s training facility to practice that afternoon and recorded five tackles, including a sack, in the team's Sept. 22 loss to the Indianapolis Colts.

Harbaugh said on Monday that Smith had sent him a few text messages.

"Heard things are going well, very positive," the coach said.

Smith also Tweeted from his personal account in advance of the 49ers 34-3 Week 5 win over the Houston Texans.

San Francisco has shored up its outside linebacking corps without Smith's services. Rookie Corey Lemonier and relative veteran Dan Skuta have filled in for their teammate.

"Guys get their opportunity and step up and play well," Harbaugh said. "That bodes really well for the ballclub."
--------------------------------------------------------------
Morning Tailgate: Tony Jerod-Eddie's First INT
By Andrew Pentis, 49ers.com

Interceptions don’t come along very often for defensive lineman. When they do, they’re typically the same.

Ask 49ers defensive tackle Tony Jerod-Eddie. The reserve lineman enjoyed his first pick on Sunday night since his senior year of high school at DeSoto High School in Texas.

“It was about the same actually – I got about five yards and got tackled by the running back,” Jerod-Eddie said after San Francisco’s 34-3 victory over maligned quarterback Matt Schaub and the Houston Texans.
There’s no doubt Jerod-Eddie was in the right place at the right time. Filling in for the injured Ray McDonald, who left with pain in his right bicep, Jerod-Eddie jumped in front of tight end Garrett Garaham, Schaub’s intended target, on a 3rd-and-13 play with less than a minute in the third quarter.

“I had a rush-drop read off of whatever block the offensive line gave,” Jerod-Eddie said of his first pick in five NFL games over the past two seasons. “It gave me a drop-read, I dropped, and the ball was right there.

“We had a similar play in practice and I dropped the interception, so it was good to get that one.”

The 49ers three interceptions overall – nickel cornerback Tramaine Brock recorded a pair – marked the team’s first three-pick effort since Dec. 19, 2011 against the Pittsburgh Steelers. And no defensive lineman had stolen a quarterback’s pass cince McDonald returned one 31 yards for a touchdown at Carolina on Nov. 24, 2010.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Harbaugh: WR Crabtree could return as soon as mid-November
By Eric Branch, San Francisco Chronicle

Good news for the 49ers’ underwhelming wide receiver corps and banged-up defensive line: Reinforcements are on the way.

Today, Jim Harbaugh said wide receiver Michael Crabtree has started running and could be ready to play by as soon as mid-November after he sustained a torn Achilles on May 21. In addition, wide receiver Mario Manningham could return to practice next week after he sustained two torn knee ligaments on Dec. 23.

After Sunday’s game against the visiting Cardinals, a host of players on various injury lists are eligible to return to practice. That group includes rookie defensive linemen Tank Carradine and Quinton Dial, and cornerback Eric Wright.

The players currently on injury lists can begin practicing at any time after Week 6 (Oct. 15) through the day after Week 11 (Nov. 19). Once a player begins practicing, the 49ers will have a three-week window to place him on the 53-man roster.

Carradine, a second-round pick, could help fill the void if defensive tackle Ray McDonald misses significant time with a bicep injury he sustained in Sunday’s 34-3 win over Houston. Harbaugh did not have an update on McDonald, who is scheduled to have an MRI today. Dial, a fifth-round pick, could provide depth at nose tackle where San Francisco’s starter, Ian Williams, is out for the season with a broken ankle.

Harbaugh said Carradine and Dial should be ready to begin practicing next week.

“I believe they are, next week,” Harbaugh said. “So we’re counting down the days. Been counting down the weeks — and now down to one week — with quite a few guys. Tank Carradine. Quinton Dial. Mario Manningham. Eric Wright. All guys that have the possibility of starting practicing next week. So excited about that.”

Harbaugh offered a mid-to-late-November timeline for Crabtree’s return, which suggests he could play when the 49ers visit New Orleans (5-0) on Nov. 17.

Besides Anquan Boldin, Crabtree and Manningham are the only 49ers wide receivers with more than 44 career receptions. Last year, Crabtree had 85 catches for 1,105 yards and nine touchdowns.

After five games, Boldin has 26 catches, 393 yards and two touchdowns. The rest of the 49ers’ wide receivers have combined for 13 catches, 112 yards and no touchdowns, and quarterback Colin Kaepernick hasn’t thrown for more than 167 yards in his past four games.
--------------------------------------------------------------
49ers hopeful Michael Crabtree can return next month
By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News

Wide receiver Michael Crabtree's recovery from a torn Achilles is progressing well enough that the 49ers are hoping he'll be ready to play next month, coach Jim Harbaugh said Monday.

Crabtree, the 49ers' leading receiver last season, tore his right Achilles on May 21.

"Mid to late November is what we're hoping for," Harbaugh said. "He seems to be on track for that. He's starting to run."

Crabtree has not commented publicly since the injury, but he has privately expressed optimism about his recovery and gratitude for the widespread encouragement he's received among his teammates and around the sports world.

"I talk to him every day and things seem to be going well," Harbaugh said. "He's been very positive and upbeat."

Crabtree started the season on the reserve/physically-unable-to-perform list, meaning the 49ers can take him off it between next week and through Nov. 19 to begin practicing. A 21-day practice period follows, so the 49ers could delay his debut until Dec. 15.

Harbaugh expects four other players on PUP or the non-football-injury list to start practicing next week, when they become eligible: wide receiver Mario Manningham (knee), cornerback Eric Wright (personal issue), rookie defensive tackle Tank Carradine (knee) and rookie nose tackle Quinton Dial (foot).

Carradine and Dial are much-needed additions for a defensive front that could be without Ray McDonald, who sustained a biceps injury and was undergoing an MRI Monday. Harbaugh was still awaiting those MRI results during Monday's noon press conference.

While Carradine was a second-round pick out of Florida State, Dial was a fifth-round choice who's gotten his weight up from a listed 318 pounds to 340 or 350 pounds, Harbaugh said.

The 49ers have struggled to replace Crabtree's productivity among a young wide-receiver corps, outside of veteran Anquan Boldin (26 receptions, 393 yards, two touchdowns). The only other wideouts with receptions: Kyle Williams (nine for 87 yards), Jon Baldwin (two for 19) and Marlon Moore (one for 6).

Baldwin made his starting debut Sunday but caught neither pass that came his way in a 34-3 win over the Houston Texans.

Tight end Vernon Davis has been Colin Kaeeprnick's other go-to target aside from Boldin. Davis has 14 catches for 214 yards and four touchdowns, including a 64-yard score Sunday.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Reinforcements coming: Carradine, Dial, Manningham -- even Crabtree -- close to joining 49ers

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
The reinforcements are coming!

Jim Harbaugh today said the 49ers' two rookie defensive linemen, Tank Carradine and Quinton Dial, are on track to begin practicing for the first time next week. After they start practicing, the team has a three-week window with which to add them to the 53-man roster or shut them down completely for the season.

Carradine, a second-round pick who is coming off an ACL injury suffered in November, will play defensive end and is ostensibly the long-term replacement for Justin Smith. Dial, who Harbaugh said was up to 340-350 pounds, would play nose tackle. "Moving real well," Harbaugh said of Dial, a fifth-round pick. "So high hopes for him." He said he expected both to contribute this season, although they likely will need plenty of practice before they are game-ready.

That news comes as the 49ers await word on defensive end Ray McDonald, who suffered a right biceps injury in the third quarter Sunday. McDonald is having an MRI on the arm today, which will determine how much time he'll miss. The results of that MRI were not available in time for Harbaugh's noon press conference.

Harbaugh also had good news about wide receivers Mario Manningham and Michael Crabtree. Like Dial and Carradine, Manningham is on track to resume practicing with the team next week as it prepares for a two week trip to Nashville and then London. He said Crabtree is on schedule to return to the field by mid to late November, which is in line with a six-month rehabilitation from his May 21 Achilles' tendon tear. Crabtree has been running and doing agility drills, and he has looked remarkably spry for someone who had a complete rupture less than five months ago.

Two more defensive players could join the ranks in coming weeks as well. Like the others listed above, cornerback Eric Wright currently is on the non-football injury list, and Harbaugh said he, too, could start practicing next week. All of the players on NFI are eligible to start practicing after Week 6 to Week 11. From that point, there is a three-week window for putting them on the 53-man roster.

He said he also believes that Aldon Smith, currently in a substance abuse treatment program, is making progress. "A few texts," Harbaugh said. "Heard things are going very well, very positive, (from the) reports back."

He said there is no timetable for Smith's return.

--------------------------------------------------------------
Film review: What's wrong with Kap? (Ans: nothing); Brooks, Wilhoite shine

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee
There was a lot of hand-wringing last night and this morning about Colin Kaepernick's modest outing, despite the 34-3 score. Kaepernick, after all, completed passes to only three different pass catchers, and only one of them, Anquan Boldin, was a wideout. More than half of his 113 yards came on a touchdown pass to Vernon Davis, and Davis gained most of those yards when he pulled away from safety Ed Reed down the sideline.

But it's not as if Kaepernick was inaccurate or if he was foolish with his decisions. On the team's first offensive drive, he hit Davis for 13 yards, Boldin for 12 yards, Davis for 11 yards and Boldin for nine yards. He converted three third downs on the drive. When the drive was over, the 49ers were up 14-0, and frankly did not need Kaepernick to be prolific for the rest of the night. Instead they needed him to be responsible and safe. And he was.

Here's why Tramaine Brock's interception was so important: As sturdy as the 49ers' defense was all evening, the Texans still were able to reliably run the ball. Arian Foster had 47 yards at the half - Frank Gore had 45, by comparison - and finished with 98. If the score had been closer, the Texans could have run the ball more, and as was the case in Weeks 2 and 3, worn down a 49ers defense that, by the end of the game, was missing three starters, Patrick Willis, Aldon Smith and Ray McDonald.

This was a vintage game from Vic Fangio and the 49ers defense. They didn't send very many blitzes at Schaub, choosing instead to drop different players into coverage in an effort to confuse the interception-prone quarterback. (Spoiler alert: it worked).

With Smith out of action, the team's best pass rusher is Ahmad Brooks. Brooks, however, spent a lot of time trailing running backs and tight ends into the flat or downfield. He's taken on a bigger role now that his bookend has taken a leave of absence, and Jim Harbaugh took time to acknowledge that in his post-game press conference.

"There's a guy that he does so many things for our defense," Harbaugh said of Brooks. "Pressure, run game, knocking it down, knocking down the edges which is so important in today's scheme going against a zone running game. He does it with very low fanfare. There's never any, there's no sack dance he has. He just doesn't call a lot of attention to himself. He plays every game, game-in game-out, tough. A lot of energy. Just another guy to highlight."

Speaking of Willis, his replacement, Michael Wilhote, had a very solid game, both as a tackler (11 stops) and in coverage. Wilhoite even added two tackles on special teams. If you saw what Wilhoite makes vs. what Willis makes, you'd be dizzy.

Both of the 49ers' short, rushing touchdowns were to the left side with Alex Boone, the team's most unheralded offensive lineman, pulling from his right guard spot. Boone sealed off the end of the Texans' defensive line on Anthony Dixon's touchdown, giving the tailback an easy jog into the end zone.

But before we heap too much praise on Boone, et alia, none of the 49ers offensive linemen could handle J.J. Watt individually. He was part man, part mythical beast on Sunday night. Anthony Davis had a particularly tough time with Watt, who broke free of the right tackle on several plays to tackle a 49ers runner behind the line of scrimmage.

In the run-up to the game, the 49ers players were careful to mention Justin Smith whenever they were asked about Watt. "We have our own great defensive lineman .... yadda, yadda, yadda). That's true, but Watt is playing so well right now that he's in a class by himself.

Gore's left cleat became pinned in the turf when he was tackled after a short gain, which caused his sprained ankle. He gained 36 yards after the injury, but it will bear watching this week. The 49ers have done a much better job in recent seasons of managing Gore's workload, and Kendall Hunter could see more action against the Cardinals.

Carlos Rogers usually is, to be polite, a modest tackler. Whenever he had a chance to hit Foster on Sunday, however, he turned into the second coming of Dick Butkus. The two exchanged unpleasantries after every encounter. I'd love to know the history there. It can't merely be that they both played in the SEC (Auburn vs. Tennessee), can it?

One of the key plays in the second half came courtesy of punter Andy Lee. After the Texans scored a field goal on their opening possession and started showing some semblance of life, the 49ers had their second straight three-and-out and had to punt. Lee's boot from his own 24-yard line went 60 yards and a holding penalty against Houston was added as well. The Texans took over at their own 10, and the field-position advantage had been flipped.

NFL officials should watch Mike Carey's crew in action. It was the rare game these days in which the fans actually watched the action on the field instead of officials dither over calls. There were no - praise the Lord! - annoying booth reviews. Carey and his crew called 10 penalties on the evening, and the game was over in 2:50. The 49ers, who entered the game committing an average of 10 penalties, had only three. And one of them was an intentional delay of game to give Phil Dawson more room for a field goal.

More of that, please.

--------------------------------------------------------------
Pick 'em game: Brock, 49ers defense dominate Texans

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee 

Tramaine Brock lost his job as the No. 3 cornerback to Nnamdi Asomugha during training camp. It'll be more difficult to pry it away from him this time.

Brock returned an interception for a touchdown 90 seconds into Sunday's game, then nearly did the same after grabbing another interception in the second quarter. The 49ers defense forced four turnovers in all, sent Texans quarterback Matt Schaub to the bench and came away with their second straight blowout win, this one by a score of 34-3.

That, coupled with a Seahawks loss to the Colts, means the 49ers trail Seattle by one game in the NFC West. "We got points off all the turnovers, or in Tramaine's case he scored a touchdown" Jim Harbaugh said afterward. "But that was huge, a great way to start the game."

On the third play from scrimmage, Schaub tried to throw to his favorite target, wideout Andre Johnson, who was coming out of the slot. However, Schaub didn't see Brock, who had been lined up outside, come off his man and break toward Johnson. Brock slid in front of the receiver, collected the ball and ran into the end zone for an 18-yard score. It was the fourth straight game Schaub had thrown an interception that was returned for a touchdown.

And he nearly threw another 20 minutes later when Brock again jumped in front of Johnson and took off toward the end zone. This time he was pulled down from behind by the receiver, but the 49ers offense needed just four plays - including a two-yard touchdown run by Anthony Dixon - to convert that turnover into points.

For the second straight week, Colin Kaepernick had a modest outing, completing six of 15 passes for 113 yards. Only three 49ers - Anquan Boldin, Vernon Davis and fullback Bruce Miller - had receptions. More than half of Kaepernick's total came on 64-yard catch-and-run touchdown by Davis when the tight end pulled away from safety Ed Reed early in the fourth quarter.

But Kaepernick and the passing game didn't have to be prolific.

The 49ers got another strong performance from the offensive line and Frank Gore, who finished with 81 yards and a touchdown. Houston defensive end J.J. Watt, the league's reigning defensive MVP, had a typically strong game with three tackles behind the line of scrimmage and three hits on Kaepernick.

The running game, however, took the sting out of the Houston's pass rush, and with San Francisco's own defense setting up easy scores, Watt became a non-factor. "As long as we were able to move the chains effectively on the ground, there was no need to air it out," Miller said.

Brock has had the role of No. 3 cornerback, which against passing teams like Houston involves plenty of playing time, before. He was in that spot at the beginning of the 2011 season and was leading the league in interceptions before a broken hand knocked him out of the lineup and allowed Chris Culliver to step in. With Culliver out with an ACL injury this summer, Brock again was 49ers' third cornerback.

Another injury, however, gave Asomugha a chance to step into the role, which he kept until suffering a knee injury of his own Sept. 22 against the Colts. The 49ers must make a decision on Brock and several other cornerbacks between now an March.

He, starter Tarell Brown, Asomugha and Eric Wright are scheduled to be unrestricted free agents. Perrish Cox will be a restricted free agent while Carlos Rogers will count more than any other 49ers player against the salary cap.

Brock said he hadn't scored a touchdown since he played at tiny Belhaven University in Mississippi. He also said he might have had some at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College. "But they don't compare to an NFL pick-six at all," he said.

--------------------------------------------------------------
Harbaugh: Brock to remain as 49ers third CB over Asomugha
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

Cornerback Tramaine Brock has the hot hand.

Veteran Nnamdi Asomugha, inactive for the past two weeks due to a right knee injury, will not get his old job back when he is healthy, 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh intimated on Monday.

Harbaugh said Brock has earned the right to remain as the team’s No. 3 cornerback, the role in which Asomugha opened the season.

“Really pleased with the way Tramaine is ascending,” Harbaugh said one day after the 49ers' 34-3 victory over the Houston Texans. “When you play like that, you’re going to continue to play. So I’m sure there will be more opportunity for him. So we’re excited about that.”

Brock, a fourth-year pro from Belhaven, has played well in his two games since taking over as the third cornerback.

Brock batted away a deep Sam Bradford pass on Sept. 26 intended for St. Louis Rams wide receiver Brian Quick that Donte Whitner intercepted. On Sunday, Brock had an 18-yard interception return against Texans quarterback Matt Schaub to give the 49ers a 7-0 lead just 90 seconds into the game.

He later added a second interception. Brock also made a nice play on a deep pass intended for rookie speedster DeAndre Hopkins, on which Hopkins was called for offensive pass interference.

In 2011, Brock opened the season as the No. 3 cornerback. He recorded interceptions in his first two games. He was sidelined with a hand injury, allowing Chris Culliver to take his role. Culliver remained as the third corner until he sustained a season-ending torn ACL this summer in training camp.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Week 5 Rewind: 49ers defense plays offense
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

What you need to know: The 49ers’ offense was not exactly prolific Sunday night against the Houston Texans. But by employing a bend-but-allow-Matt-Schaub-to-break defense, the 49ers’ best offense came from the guys whose job it is to tackle and create turnovers.

The best that could be said for quarterback Colin Kaepernick and his co-workers in their 34-3 victory over the Texans is that they gladly accepted every gift handed to them and did not provide any generosity in return.

The 49ers scored 31 points off four turnovers and a missed field goal. And other than three consecutive three-and-outs bridging the second and third quarters, the offense did everything asked of it.

“I thought it was a good game plan,” 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh said. “It was good. The precision was very good offensively.”

Said Kaepernick, “I think this team is getting its confidence back. Our defense has played amazing, our offensive line played well. We ran the ball well and we got a win.”

Kaepernick’s performance – and his stat sheet – certainly lacked pizzazz. He completed a career-low six passes in 15 attempts for 113 yards with one touchdown and no interceptions.

Four of his completions came on the 49ers’ first drive of the game, during which he completed three third-down passes and the 49ers eventually punched it into the end zone on Frank Gore’s 1-yard run for a 14-0 lead.

And more than half of his yards passing came when he and tight end Vernon Davis exploited a matchup against former Baltimore Ravens safety Ed Reed for a 64-yard scoring pass in the fourth quarter.

Gore finished with 81 yards rushing on 17 carries, as the 49ers gained 177 yards on the ground with a 4.9 average that included three Colt McCoy kneeldowns near the end of the game.

“It was efficient,” 49ers guard Alex Boone said. “G-Ro (offensive coordinator Greg Roman) did a good job of dialing it up.”

The 49ers’ stodgy offense was in stark contrast to what occurred on the other side of the ball. Texans quarterback Matt Schaub became the first player in NFL history to throw an interception returned for a touchdown in four consecutive games.

Third cornerback Tramaine Brock had another exceptional game in place of injured Nnamdi Asomugha. He jumped in front of wide receiver Andre Johnson on the third snap of the game to intercept Schaub. Brock returned it 18 yards for a touchdown to give the 49ers a touchdown advantage just 90 seconds into the game.

“He’s such a great worker,” Harbaugh said of Brock. “He’s such a great team guy. Was in perfect position. Played the coverage perfect, and then finished the play. Got another one for us. We got points off of all the turnovers, or in Tramaine’s case he scored a touchdown. That was huge, a great way to start the game.”

Brock recorded two interceptions on the night, both on passes intended for Johnson, one of the NFL's top wide receivers. In four career games as the 49ers’ third cornerback, Brock has four interceptions.

Schaub was intercepted three times. After 49ers defensive lineman Tony Jerod-Eddie dropped into coverage to intercept Schaub near the end of the fourth quarter, Texans coach Gary Kubiak benched Schaub for T.J. Yates.

Rallying point: The 49ers defense showcased its depth playing without All-Pro linebackers Patrick Willis and Aldon Smith for the second consecutive game.

Willis worked out before the game but the 49ers decided to give his iffy groin another week of rest. Smith remains on an indefinite voluntary leave of absence as he undergoes in-patient treatment for substance abuse.

Willis informed Michael Wilhoite less than an hour before kickoff that he would be starting. And Wilhoite responded with another strong game. He recorded 11 tackles, including three behind the line of scrimmage.

Once again, Dan Skuta and Corey Lemonier filled in for Smith and were solid.

Defensive end Ray McDonald exited the game late in the third quarter with a right biceps injury. And his replacement, Jerod-Eddie, recorded his first career interception. McDonald is scheduled for an MRI examination to reveal the extent of his injury.

Safeties Donte Whitner and rookie Eric Reid had another strong performance in tandem. Whitner lived up to his proposed soon-to-be-surname as “Hitner” with a couple clean shots on hard tackles. He even stripped Texans running back Ben Tate of the ball (Donte Stripner?), which Tarell Brown returned 16 yards to set up a fourth-quarter field goal. Reid collected eight tackles.

Run first: Gore hobbled off the field near the end of the first half with a left ankle sprain. He returned in the second half to finish the job. Gore rushed for 81 yards and a touchdown on 17 rushing attempts.

“As a team, we want to do whatever it takes to win,” Gore said. “If it’s that type of game, smash-mouth football, we’re willing to do it. My O-line, they’re willing to do whatever. If we’re throwing the ball, running with Kap, we know we’ll get the W.

“I have to give it to the Texans. Their D-line is good. That was probably the best front we’ve went through all year so far. My O-line stood up and they got the job done.”

Texans lineman J.J. Watt, the reigning NFL Defensive Player of the Year, showed how disruptive he can be with three tackles for loss and three hits on Kaepernick. The Texans own the No. 1-ranked defense in the NFL.

“In the run game we were on it, we felt good there,” Boone said. “The pass protection has some things we have to clean up, simple mistakes. But they’re a great defense. They’re very gap-sound, they do what they’re supposed to do, so they did a good job.”

Lasting impact: The 49ers (3-2) gained a game on the Seattle Seahawks in the NFC West standings for the first time since Week 12 of last season. The 49ers are now one game behind division-leading Seattle (4-1) after the Seahawks’ 34-28 loss to the Indianapolis Colts on Sunday.

“We can’t think about Seattle right now,” Gore said. “We have to think about ourselves and take it one day at a time, one week at a time, go out there and play hard, try to get a win. We can’t worry about Seattle.”

The last time during the regular season that saw a 49ers win coupled with a Seattle loss was Nov. 25, 2012 when the 49ers defeated the New Orleans Saints 31-21, and the Seahawks were 24-21 losers to the Miami Dolphins. The 49ers were leading Seattle by 2 1Ž2 games in the standings at that point and held them off by a half-game to win their second consecutive NFC West title.

Play time: Wide receiver Jon Baldwin made his first start since coming over from the Kansas City Chiefs in the A.J. Jenkins trade. Baldwin saw two passes thrown his way but did not catch a pass. In fact, only three 49ers offensive players caught passes. Vernon Davis had three receptions for 88 yards, while Anquan Boldin had two catches for 21 yards, and fullback Bruce Miller had one reception for 4 yards.

Boldin played 29 snaps or 55 percent of the team’s offensive plays. Baldwin played 23 snaps. Kyle Williams played 24 snaps, and Marlon Moore was on the field for 10 plays.

Offensive linemen Joe Staley, Alex Boone, Anthony Davis and Mike Iupati played all 53 snaps. Kaepernick and center Jonathan Goodwin played 44 snaps apiece. The rest of the play time for the 49ers’ offense: Vernon Davis 43, Gore 34, Miller 32, Vance McDonald 26, Daniel Kilgore 15, Garrett Celek 12, Kendall Hunter 10, Colt McCoy nine, Adam Snyder seven, Anthony Dixon five, and LaMichael James four.

Here is the snap count for the defense: Eric Reid, Tarell Brown, Carlos Rogers, Donte Whitner, NaVorro Bowman, 74 apiece; Ahmad Brooks 72, Wilhoite 66, Justin Smith 60, Ray McDonald 44, Skuta 42, Glenn Dorsey 40, Lemonier 35, Brock 35, Jerod-Eddie 29, Demarcus Dobbs 17, Perrish Cox 11, and C.J. Spillman, Nate Stupar, Craig Dahl and Darryl Moore one apiece.

Quote of the day: ”Well, I didn’t really know who it was. That fire was in me and I said, ‘I will not let this guy catch me. If I pull my hamstring again, fine. I’m going to do whatever it takes to get in this end zone to help this team win.' And that’s what I did." 

--Vernon Davis on outrunning veteran Ed Reed to the end zone on a 64-yard pass in the fourth quarter

Looking Ahead: The 49ers, tied for second in the NFC West, will have an opportunity to break that tie in Week 6 against the Arizona Cardinals (3-2) on Sunday at Candlestick. Then the 49ers hit the road for a game at Tennessee (3-2) on Oct. 20. Following that game, the 49ers will fly to London, where they will practice for the entire week leading up to their Oct. 27 meeting against the Jacksonville Jaguars at Wembley Stadium.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Help coming soon off NFI, PUP lists
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

Defensive lineman Ray McDonald’s status is uncertain, though he remains optimistic he sustained no significant injury on Sunday night.

McDonald injured his right biceps and underwent an MRI examination on Monday morning. His arm was not in a sling or wrapped.

Regardless of the outcome of McDonald’s examination, help for the defensive line is on its way.

Rookies Tank Carradine and Quinton Dial are expected to begin practicing next week, 49ers coach Jim Harbaughs said on Monday. Players on the non-football injury or physically unable to perform lists must sit out the first six weeks of the regular season.

Harbaugh said four players could begin practicing next week – the first time they become eligible. Once a player on NFI or PUP begins practicing, there is a 21-day window during which time a team must activate him to the 53-man roster, place him on injured reserve or release him.

Wide receiver Mario Manningham and cornerback Eric Wright also “have the possibility to start practicing next week, so I’m excited about that,” Harbaugh said.

After the 49ers have a chance to watch them practice, decisions will be made about the next step.

“Based on their health and practice capability, readiness to help on game day, all those things, will determine when exactly they’re added to the 53,” Harbaugh said.

Following the 49ers’ game Sunday against the Arizona Cardinals, those players are eligible to being practicing as the 49ers prepare to face the Tennessee Titans on Oct. 20. The 49ers will travel from Nashville, directly to London, where they will hold all practices leading up to the Oct. 27 game against the Jacksonville Jaguars at Wembley Stadium.

Each of the players will make the trip to London, Harbaugh said:

DL Tank Carradine: He sustained a torn ACL on Nov. 24, and the 49ers essentially restarted his rehabilitation after selecting him in the second round of the draft. He has the versatility to play defensive end positions on a three- or four-man line.

DL Quinton Dial: Harbaugh said the 49ers have “high hopes” for Dial, who is nearly 350 pounds and “moving real well.” He underwent surgery in January to repair cartilage and ligament damage in his toe. The 49ers selected him in the fifth round.

WR Mario Manningham: He sustained tears to the ACL and PCL in his left knee late last season. He is rehabbing daily at the 49ers’ facility. He is eyeing a return to the active roster after the bye week for the Nov. 10 game against Carolina, he told Bay Area News Group last week.

CB Eric Wright: He reported to the 49ers about three weeks after signing a one-year contract with the club on Aug. 8 as he dealt with a personal matter. The 49ers tried to sign him as a free agent in 2012.

Also, Harbaugh had positive reports on wide receiver Michael Crabtree and outside linebacker Aldon Smith.

Crabtree, who underwent surgery to repair a torn Achilles on May 22. continues to be on pace to return in mid-to-late November, Harbaugh said.

“He seems to be on track for that,” Harbaugh said.

Crabtree is starting to run as part of his rehabilitation. Harbaugh said he keeps close tabs on Crabtree’s rehabilitation.

“Yeah, I catch it now and then,” Harbaugh said. “Sometimes when we’re practicing, he’s doing his rehab work. But pretty much talk to him every day and things seem to be going well. He’s been very positive. And very upbeat and feels like things are progressing well.”

Smith took an indefinitely voluntary leave of absence, beginning Sept. 23, to enter in-patient treatment for substance abuse. He said he exchanges text messages with Smith.

“Heard things are going very well, very positive, (from the) reports back,” Harbaugh said.

There is no timetable for Smith’s potential return.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Yes, an olive jar
By Bill Williamson, ESPN.com
San Francisco 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh added to his news conference lore Monday with a story about an olive jar. 

He compared the team's ability to finally generate turnovers on Sunday night to opening a jar of olives. Before the three picks and one fumble against the Houston Texans, the 49ers defense had forced just five turnovers so far this season. Here's what he said: 

"Well, you open it up and a brand new can of olives and turn it over and no olives come out,. They’re packed in there so darn tight, but if you just get one to come out, just pluck one out of there and then they want to come out, they’re just flying out of the jar. So, hopefully that’s the case for us defensively. You just wonder, are you ever going to get a turnover, or interception or fumble and how can we get one. Then you get one and then you get, then they start flying your way. So, hopefully that’s where we’re at."

Carry on.
--------------------------------------------------------------
A Josh Gordon trade on horizon?
By Bill Williamson, ESPN.com
Some personnel chatter on the San Francisco 49ers' front: 

There had been speculation the 49ers could claim receiver Stephen Williams, after he was cut by Seattle on Saturday. But he was claimed by Jacksonville, which has a higher waiver priority than the 49ers. It is unknown if San Francisco put in a claim for Williams because the league no longer announces all waiver claims. 

San Francisco going after Williams would make sense, as it has a need for receivers and the Seahawks and 49ers keep taking each other’s leftovers. 

Speaking of receivers, ESPN’s Adam Schefter reported the 49ers have talked to the Cleveland Browns about receiver Josh Gordon. He’d likely cost, at least, a second-round pick. If the Chiefs win three more games, a third-round pick will turn into a second rounder as part of the Alex Smith trade. Thus, the 49ers may have two second rounders. 

However, Schefter reports the 49ers may be reluctant because they are on track to get Mario Manningham and Michael Crabtree back from injuries. 

Thus, while the need for Gordon is large now, it may not be in the coming weeks. 

Meanwhile, there is another quarterback available. The Raiders cut former starter Matt Flynn. 

Could the 49ers be interested? They have looked at a lot of veterans lately and appear to be looking for an upgrade over Colt McCoy. The team just signed John Skelton and reportedly looked at Josh Freeman before he signed with the Vikings. 

With all that being said, I just don’t see the 49ers being attracted to Flynn because he's too much like McCoy.
--------------------------------------------------------------
Crabtree back in time to play Saints?
By Bill Williamson, ESPN.com
The San Francisco 49ers are on track to get a much-needed boost to their receiving crew in mid-November, as coach Jim Harbaugh said Monday that he thinks Michael Crabtree will be "game ready" by then.
With that timeline in mind, Crabtree may be ready to play at New Orleans on Nov. 17. Crabtree, out since tearing his Achilles in May, has been making good process for some time.

The 49ers badly need Crabtree back and may be in the market for another receiver as well. San Francisco and Cleveland have discussed a trade for the Browns' Josh Gordon, a source told ESPN NFL Insider Adam Schefter.

The 49ers have little at receiver behind Anquan Boldin, but there is more help on the way.

Harbaugh also said Monday he is hopeful receiver Mario Manningham, cornerback Eric Wright and rookie defensive linemen Tank Carradine and Quinton Dial, who all are on the physically unable to perform list, can start practicing next week. Once they start practicing, the team can put them on the active roster within a three-week window. All four should have roles when they return.

Harbaugh said the team had no update on defensive tackle Ray McDonald, who suffered a right biceps injury in Sunday's win over Houston and underwent an MRI on Monday.

The coach also said he has exchanged a few texts with star pass rusher Aldon Smith, who has been in alcohol treatment for the past two weeks. Harbaugh said the reports the team are getting on Smith are positive but that there remains no timetable for his return.
--------------------------------------------------------------
49ers expecting a bunch of players back at practice soon
By Josh Alper, ProFootballTalk.com

The Seahawks aren’t the only NFC West team hoping for the return of an injured wide receiver from the physically unable to perform list.

The 49ers have two of them, actually. Both Mario Manningham and Michael Crabtree are eligible to start practicing next week, although coach Jim Harbaugh said Monday that it will be a while before Crabtree’s ready to go after his Achilles surgery. Harbaugh said Crabtree has resumed running and that a mid-November return is possible.

Manningham, however, could be back on the field next week. Harbaugh included him among a list of several players on either the PUP or non-football injury lists that could participate in practice as soon as they are eligible, offering some hope for a passing game that’s been knocked off stride of late.

“I believe they are, next week,” Harbaugh said, via Eric Branch of the San Francisco Chronicle. “So we’re counting down the days. Been counting down the weeks — and now down to one week — with quite a few guys. Tank Carradine. Quinton Dial. Mario Manningham. Eric Wright. All guys that have the possibility of starting practicing next week. So excited about that.”

Carradine and Dial would be welcome additions on a defensive line that lost Ian Williams for the season and is waiting for results on an MRI of Ray McDonald’s injured bicep. Wright would likely be in the mix for snaps in sub packages at cornerback for the Niners once he’s able to resume practicing.
--------------------------------------------------------------
San Francisco 49ers feast on Matt Schaub's mistakes, pound Texans

By Austin Murphy, SI.com

With six minutes to play in the 49ers 34-3 dismantling of visiting Houston, a lone figure stood forlornly on the Texans' sideline. As the home team bled the clock, no one came over to talk to Matt Schaub, who stood off to himself, like a leper. Or worse, a kicker. 

Which is not to say no one would speak to him. From the stands behind the visitors bench, five rows up, a fleshy, balding fellow -- a Texans fan, it turned out -- shouted in Schaub's direction, his jowls quivering with outrage: "You better enjoy that money, Schaub, 'cause it's all you're ever gonna make!" 

Jowls was referring, of course, to the eyebrow-raising contract extension Schaub signed after just a single game last season. Even though Schaub has been described as a glorified game manager, the Texans brain trust saw enough in him to offer him a four-year deal worth almost $30 million guaranteed, and a maximum value of $62 million. 

Marry in haste, repent at leisure. It struck many as a bit odd that the Texans seemed in such a rush to lock Schaub up for the long term. This was a necessary step to take, to bring stability and consistency to a key position for a team thought ready to win a championship now. These days, the question is not so much whether Houston can get to the Super Bowl as it is, it's can the Texans get back to .500? 

Those queries are trumped by the most tantalizing -- and admittedly ghoulish -- question hovering over the NFL as it enters Week 6: 

Will Schaub make it five in a row? Can he put the record out of reach? 

We speak, of course, of his Pick-Six Streak. On a Sunday that Tom Brady failed to throw a TD pass for the first time in 53 games, Schaub picked up the slack, breaking the NFL record for the number of consecutive games in which he's thrown an interception that was returned for a touchdown. 

Schaub ended the suspense early on Sunday. He answered the question early. On his first pass of the night, the game's third snap, receivers Andre Johnson and Keyshawn Martin lined up wide right. Niners cornerback Tramaine Brock -- starting in place of the injured Nnamdi Asomugha -- lined up across from Martin and immediately started throwing chum in the water, so to speak. Oh yes, his backpedal suggested he intended to stick with Martin, stride for stride. The millisecond the ball left Schaub's hand -- intended for Johnson in the right flat (No Matt! Not the right flat! Throw anywhere but there!) Brock abandoned Martin, jumping Johnson's route, gobbling up the pass. Twelve strides and 18 yards later, he'd staked the 49ers to a one-touchdown lead and etched Schaub's name in the record books. 

Afterward -- following two more Schaub interceptions, after which he was replaced by T.J. Yates -- a lugubrious coach Gary Kubiak had the look of a man who has run out swords on which to fall. After his quarterback's catastrophic pick-six a week earlier, which made it possible for Seattle to tie a game it had trailed by 17 points, Kubiak deflected blame toward himself. Schaub, he said, had been the victim of a poor play call. Schaub, he went on, could not have audibled out of the play. It was like a solid rocket booster. Once lit, there was no unlighting it. 

During this, his third consecutive funereal postgame press conference, Kubiak was once again supportive of his quarterback. But the calculus had shifted just a little. The head coach was ever so slightly more critical of him this time around. After recounting the pick-six and giving Brock his propers -- "The guy came off the stick route, and it's a good play," -- Kubiak added this, "You've just got to see those types of things." 

"Guys jump routes. They do things. You've got to be disciplined in what you're doing. It would sure help if we hit a couple of our go routes, too, to get them off of us. We didn't do that either." 

Likewise, Schaub's teammates had his back, as they've had it for three straight weeks. But there was a rote, forced quality, creeping into their testimonials. Schaub will almost surely get the start against St. Louis next Sunday. But it wouldn't be a huge surprise to see Yates, who had previously started in place of an injured Schaub, take a few snaps with the ones this week. 

After the game's final play, Schaub jogged toward midfield, where he leaned in as San Francisco quarterback Colin Kaepernick spoke words of -- presumably -- encouragement, consolation, or both: the third-year guy telling the 10-year vet to keep his chin up. The 49ers appear to have weathered the storm of their own two-game losing streak, having now whipped the Rams and Texans in succession. It's news that the Niners have rediscovered their running game. 

Frank Gore looked like the No. 21 of old, gashing Houston for 81 yards on 17 carries. For the fourth straight game, San Francisco's defense has kept the opponent under 200 net passing yards. The Niners offensive highlight was a 64-yard touchdown to tight end Vernon Davis, whose presence on the field creates so many mismatches that it doesn't matter that the Niners still don't have a reliable wideout to bookend Anquan Boldin. 

But the story of this game was the self-immolation of one of the NFL's established quarterbacks. After the calamity that resulted from his first pass, Schaub created an aura of impending disaster every time he dropped back to pass. He seemed especially unsure of his intermediate and short throws to the right side of the field. He may yet work himself out of this trough -- afterward, he and Kubiak both spoke of having "hopefully" hit "rock bottom." But the downward spiral in which Schaub now finds himself could do a number on his confidence. 

I asked one of his teammates if the problem, at least partially, is now in Schaub's head. 

"Probably," he replied. "Probably." 

Are the Texans having second thoughts about handing Schaub a fortune last season? Probably. 

Are the Rams defensive backs licking their chops this week? Definitely. 

