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Would the 49ers draft Michael Sam?
By Kevin Lynch, SFGate.com

The 49ers probably would be one of the teams comfortable with drafting Missouri defensive end Michael Sam. A projected mid-round pick, Sam came out Sunday as the first draft-eligible player from a major football college to say he was gay. 

In a story for the Chronicle’s online magazine in 2012, I asked several 49ers players and coach Jim Harbaugh how they would react to an openly game player in their locker room.

“I have no discrimination in my heart,” said Harbaugh, who has never consciously encountered a gay player in his 19 years as an NFL player and coach. “I ask all players to play through their own personality and be who they are. What you ask of a player is to be a great team player and be a good player. My expectations (of a gay player) would be the same.” 

Cornerback Chris Culliver was goaded into making disparaging about gays during Super Bowl week early last year by shock jock comedian Artie Lange. Since then, Culliver has taken it upon himself to get educated.

A month after making the comments, Culliver went to the Trevor Project’s Los Angeles office to meet with an

educator. The Trevor Project provides crisis intervention for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth. 

Meanwhile other 49ers such as Alex Boone, Joe Staley, Vernon Davis and Donte Whitner said in 2012 interviews that they would be supportive of an openly gay teammate. Three 49ers at the time, said they did not want to make a public comment. However, all three players said they wouldn’t object to a gay teammate. 

A teammate-first mentality seemed to trump same-sex orientation for most 49ers. 

Not only would the locker room be mostly welcoming, the organization would be as well. Harbaugh was strident in rejecting Culliver’s anti-gay comments over a year ago. The 49ers welcomed Dave Kopay, the first former NFL player to declare his same-sex orientation, to their alumni weekends. Kopay played for five NFL teams from 1964 to 1972 and said the 49ers were the only team to reach out to him in retirement. 

A mostly supportive and diverse Bay Area community could also be a welcoming place for Sam. Not only that, the 49ers might be able to use Sam’s pass-rush skills.
--------------------------------------------------------------

Is Michael Sam good fit with 49ers? 
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

The 49ers next season will move to Santa Clara, but they’re still the San Francisco 49ers.

San Francisco is a city that embraces its diversity. It seems the 49ers would be a logical fit for the first openly gay player in NFL history.

On Sunday, Missouri defensive end Michael Sam announced he is gay in interviews with the New York Times and ESPN.

The NFL released a statement on Sunday in support of Sam’s announcement:

“We admire Michael Sam's honesty and courage. Michael is a football player. Any player with ability and determination can succeed in the NFL. We look forward to welcoming and supporting Michael Sam in 2014.”

Some draft experts rate Sam as a third-round draft pick – mostly likely at outside linebacker in the 49ers' 3-4 scheme due to his size (6-foot-2, 260 pounds). The 49ers own five of the top 94 picks in the draft. The 49ers own 11 draft picks, plus a third- or fourth-rounder expected as a compensatory selection.

The 49ers already have two Missouri products in their front seven: defensive tackle Justin Smith and outside linebacker Aldon Smith.

Sam was the SEC’s Defensive Player of the Year after recording 11.5 sacks. There is a premium on pass-rushers in the NFL, but outside linebacker is not necessarily an obvious position of need for the 49ers.

Aldon Smith is signed through 2014, while the 49ers’ other outside linebacker, Ahmad Brooks, is under contract through 2017. The 49ers last season selected outside linebacker Corey Lemonier in the third round of the draft. Veteran Dan Skuta is also under contract through the 2014 season.

A year ago at Super Bowl XLVII, the topic of how the 49ers would accept an openly gay player became a major topic leading up to the game. Cornerback Chris Culliver said in comments to comedian Artie Lange that he would not accept a gay teammate.

Culliver subsequently apologized for his remarks, saying, “"I treat everyone equal. That's not how I feel."

In response to Culliver’s initial remarks, 49ers coach Jim Harbaugh said, “I reject what he said. That's not something that reflects the way the organization feels, the way the rest of the players feel."
--------------------------------------------------------------

Ex-49ers linebacker Ulbrich named UCLA defensive coordinator
By Matt Maiocco, CSNBayArea.com

Jeff Ulbrich, who spent 10 seasons with the 49ers as an inside linebacker and special-teams contributor, was promoted to UCLA’s defensive coordinator on Saturday.

“Coach ‘Brick’ is a natural fit for this position, having run an NFL defense for years as a player while honing his abilities to get the most out of his players as a coach,” UCLA coach Jim Mora said in a statement. “We couldn’t be more excited about this move.”

Ulbrich, 36, a San Jose native, was a third-round draft pick of the 49ers in 2000. He started 75 games in his career, which ended in October 2009 when he was placed on injured reserve with a concussion. He retired at the end of the season and immediately sought to begin a career in coaching.

Ulbrich played under head coaches Steve Mariucci, Dennis Erickson, Mike Nolan and Mike Singletary during his NFL career, which he spent entirely with the 49ers.

Seattle Seahawks coach Pete Carroll hired Ulbrich to his first coaching job as a special-teams assistant in 2010 and 2011. Mora, who coached Ulbrich during his time as 49ers defensive coordinator, hired Ulbrich as UCLA's special-teams coordinator/linebackers coach in 2012.

In addition to being the Bruins’ defensive coordinator, Ulbrich is also assistant head coach. He replaces former defensive coordinator Lou Spanos, now the linebackers coach for the Tennessee Titans.

In his two seasons as linebackers coach, Ulbrich helped lead the conversion of Anthony Barr, an H-back before Ulbrich arrived, to his current position as outside linebacker. Barr recorded 23.5 sacks the past two seasons and is likely to be a first-round pick in the NFL draft.
--------------------------------------------------------------

49ers rankings: 31-35
By Bill Williamson, ESPN.com

We are taking a look at the top 60 players in the San Francisco 49ers' program and will rank them from 1-60. We are going to take a look in a 12-part series, moving upward. The ranking considerations are based on 2013 production, future projections, age, and contract status: 

31. Cornerback Carlos Rogers: Rogers was a valuable player. But he is going to be 33 and he has a high price. The 49ers did OK without him for two games in the playoffs. He is good, but I can see them moving on. 

32. Running back Kendall Hunter: Hunter is a solid backup and good special teams player. He is a good player to have around, because he always seems ready to contribute when called upon. 

33. Special teamer C.J. Spillman: One of the best special teamers in the NFL. Helps at the goal line too on defense. A big part of the team. 

34. Defensive tackle Ian Williams: He was coming along well when a leg injury at Seattle in Week 2 ended his season. He is expected to be healthy and he should be a big part of the rotation again. 

35. Center Jonathan Goodwin: Goodwin was important and he could be vital again. But he is 35 and a free agent. The 49ers might want to get younger at the position.
--------------------------------------------------------------

NFC West potential free agents
By Mike Florio, ProFootballTalk.com

Arizona Cardinals:  CB Javier Arenas, TE Jake Ballard (restricted), S Yeremiah Bell, LB Marcus Benard (restricted), CB Antoine Cason, LB Karlos Dansby, TE Jim Dray, K Jay Feely, C Mike Gibson, TE Jeff King, CB Bryan McCann, RB Rashard Mendenhall, WR Andre Roberts, DT Frostee Rucker, LB Matt Shaugnessy, RB Alfonso Smith (restricted), TE Kory Sperry, DT Alameda Ta’amu (exclusive rights), DE Ronald Talley (restricted), DT Everrette Thompson (exclusive rights), OT Eric Winston.

St. Louis Rams:  C Tim Barnes (exclusive rights), QB Kellen Clemens, LB Jo-Lonn Dunbar, S Matt Giordano, TE Mike McNeill (restricted), S Quinton Pointer (exclusive rights), QB Brady Quinn, OT Rodger Saffold, G Shelley Smith, S Darian Stewart, WR Justin Veltung (exclusive rights), G Chris Williams, LB Will Witherspoon.

San Francisco 49ers:  WR Anquan Boldin, CB Tarell Brown, CB Perrish Cox (restricted), K Phil Dawson, FB Anthony Dixon, TE Demarcus Dobbs (restricted), C Jonathan Goodwin, WR Mario Manningham, QB Colt McCoy, WR Kassim Osgood, S Donte Whitner, LB Michael Wilhoite (exclusive rights), CB Eric Wright.

Seattle Seahawks:  WR Doug Baldwin (restricted), DE Michael Bennett, TE Kellen Davis, OT Breno Giacomini, K Steven Hauschka, QB Tarvaris Jackson, C Lemuel Jeanpierre (restricted), S Jeron Johnson (restricted), S Chris Maragos, TE Anthony McCoy, DT Tony McDaniel, DT Clinton McDonald, OT Paul McQuistan, LB Mike Morgan (exclusive rights), FB Michael Robinson, LB O’Brien Schofield, WR Golden Tate, CB Walter Thurmond.
--------------------------------------------------------------

Seahawks fans unite in support of homeless 49ers fan at parade

By Manouk Akopyan, NFL.com

During the Seahawks' Super Bowl victory parade Wednesday, a blip of red and gold waltzed its way among a sea of bright green and blue.

The 12th Man booed. The 12th Man jeered. 

It was a San Francisco 49ers fan dressed in full team regalia attempting to put a damper on the moods of the estimated 700,000 Seattle denizens that had gathered to bask in triumph.

The brave demonstration did not go unnoticed by Catherine Tate, a member of Niners Nation, who discovered that the teen is a 15-year-old ward of Washington state who lives in homeless shelters.

Tate, who caught wind of the act through a viral photo, has since brought light to the story through Seattle's KING-TV and by an online fundraiser she launched following the parade. 

"He lives in shelters," Tate said of the boy. "So this evolved from, let's reward this kid for his bravery on one day, to let's reward him for his bravery every day."

At first, Tate wanted to offer the fellow fan tickets to a game in the to-be unveiled Levi's Stadium next season in San Francisco. After launching a GoFundMe campaign to cover the costs of the trip, Tate quickly learned of the teen's more dire circumstances and subsequently is now doing everything in her power to improve the teen's life. 

Niners safety Craig Dahl has even used his platform on social media to promote the benevolent cause on Twitter.

"This is another one of those things of, yes, he belongs to us, but he also belongs to you. This is a Seattle, or Kirkland, native child that is your brother," Tate said. "People from Seattle have donated, saying, 'I bleed blue and green, but this kid needs help and he needs these resources, so I want to partake.'" 

As of this writing, 518 people of all walks of life -- including many Seahawks fans -- already have pledged $15,683 via GoFundMe, surpassing the original goal of $5,500. Tate currently is working on legalities to arrange the promise.

Tate wrapped up her gratuitous act as best as one could: "We're humans; we're all people," she said. "And this is bigger than football."
