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Local Media

Preseason Opener Had Special Meaning for Trey Millard and Brandon Thomas

By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

http://www.49ers.com/news/article-2/Preseason-Opener-Had-Special-Meaning-for-Trey-Millard-and-Brandon-Thomas/764c54fe-5cc9-444b-8e52-4ef3b32da7d8
More D-line Depth: Mike Purcell Impresses with Six-tackle Outing vs. Texans

By Tyler Emerick, 49ers.com

http://www.49ers.com/news/blog/article-2/More-D-line-Depth-Mike-Purcell-Impresses-with-Six-tackle-Outing-vs-Texans/252ee972-57ae-46e2-bdbe-a0da9f216b36 
After rough 2014, 49ers' Brooks trying to be solution, not a problem

By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News

http://www.mercurynews.com/49ers/ci_28655415/after-rough-2014-49ers-brooks-trying-be-solution
49ers coach Jim Tomsula is ‘trying not to cuss ...’

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

http://www.sacbee.com/sports/nfl/san-francisco-49ers/article31304384.html
Jarryd Hayne is stiff-arming his way into 49ers' picture

By David Steele, Sporting News

http://www.sportingnews.com/nfl/story/2015-08-17/49ers-will-jarryd-hayne-make-team-running-back-kick-returner-reggie-bush-undrafted-free-agent-australia-rugby 

National Media
Seahawks could add a quarterback with Tarvaris Jackson out
By Josh Alper, ProFootballTalk.com
http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/08/17/seahawks-could-add-a-quarterback-with-tarvaris-jackson-out/
Rams defensive line vs. Cowboys offensive line highlight of shared practices

By Nick Wagoner, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/st-louis-rams/post/_/id/20426/rams-defensive-line-vs-cowboys-offensive-line-highlight-of-shared-practices
Chris Johnson takes physical for Arizona Cardinals

By Kent Somers, AZCentral.com
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/nfl/cardinals/2015/08/17/chris-johnson-takes-physical-arizona-cardinals/31873839/
Morris Claiborne has never felt better in his time with Cowboys

By Todd Archer, ESPN.com
http://espn.go.com/blog/dallas-cowboys/post/_/id/4744244/morris-claiborne-has-never-felt-better-in-time-with-cowboys
Denver Broncos huddle up on offense just as in the good old days

By Troy E. Renck, Denver Post
http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_28647800/broncos-huddle-up-offense-just-good-old-days 

Vikings will look in house first to replace Loadholt

By Matt Vensel, Star Tribune
http://www.startribune.com/vikings-will-look-at-in-house-tackle-options/322007331/
Teddy Bridgewater's toughness, poise impress teammates, opponents alike

By Eric Edholm, Yahoo! Sports
http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/nfl-shutdown-corner/teddy-bridgewater-s-toughness--quiet-poise-impress-teammates--opponents-alike-163229958.html 

Local Clips – Full Version 

Preseason Opener Had Special Meaning for Trey Millard and Brandon Thomas

By Taylor Price, 49ers.com

Trey Millard's first play in the NFL was very much like his last snap in college.

Millard, a former Oklahoma standout and seventh-round draft pick of the San Francisco 49ers in 2014, suffered a season-ending ACL tear in October of 2013. 

But after a year of extensive rehabilitation work, the young fullback found himself in a familiar position Saturday night against the Houston Texans.

"I tore my ACL on kick-off cover and my very first play of this game was on kick-off cover," Millard said after the 49ers dropped the preseason opener, 23-10, on the road. "I had to get back on it, so it was kind of a full-circle deal. I just love being out there, and I love playing this game. I'm blessed to do it and special teams – I'm ready to play all of it."

Millard wasn't the only 2014 draft pick making a pro football debut. He was joined in the game by guard Brandon Thomas and cornerback Keith Reaser. All three players rehabbed ACL injuries together last season. That made the Houston game an even more memorable experience for the trio.
"We bonded over what we went through and where we need to be," said Thomas, a third-round selection out of Clemson, who saw action at right guard with the second-team offense. 

Millard said that going through the rehab experience was easier to handle because others were going through the same emotions of missing the game.

"Last year we spent a lot of time together," the fullback said. "While everybody was out there practicing, we weren't allowed to be out there. We were working out and doing a lot of the same type of excercises with our rehab and talking about how we had the same type of injury. So we definitely bonded over that. It's good to see guys get back to playing."

Reaser finished the game with four tackles (two solo) and a pass breakup. Millard added a special teams tackle. As for Thomas, the young guard was on the field on a Blaine Gabbert-led drive that resulted in a 37-yard field goal from Phil Dawson.

For Millard and Thomas, having NFL game tape to evaluate is a very special thing.

"I'm just blessed for this opportunity," Millard said. "I'm trying to take the most advantge of it as I can. I want to go in and learn from the film and try to do better next week."

As for Thomas, the best moment of his NFL debut was on his very first snap.

"The first hit I took, I was like, 'OK, I guess I'm back at it. It's still football; I can do this," he said.
--------------------------------------------------------------

More D-line Depth: Mike Purcell Impresses with Six-tackle Outing vs. Texans

By Tyler Emerick, 49ers.com

During the first half of Saturday’s road contest against the Houston Texans, you might have uttered something along the lines of, “Who is the guy with the long hair making all those plays?”

If you were unfamiliar with reserve nose tackle Mike Purcell before Week 1 of the preseason, you probably aren't anymore.

It’s no secret that the defensive line is probably San Francisco’s deepest position group. With players like Ian Williams, Glenn Dorsey, Quinton Dial, Darnell Dockett, Tony Jerod-Eddie, Tank Carradine, Arik Armstead and Lawrence Okoye all competing beside him, Purcell isn’t the flashiest of names.

But on Saturday night, the third-year undrafted lineman out of Wyoming showed that the 49ers have even more depth than most people realized. In his 21 snaps versus the Texans, Purcell amassed six tackles – all of which came near or behind the line of scrimmage.

“It feels great to get out there and play no matter what the circumstances,” said Purcell, who spent the vast majority of his first two NFL seasons on the practice squad. “The experience that I’ve had since I’ve been here has definitely helped a lot. Just learning from players like Justin Smith, Glenn Dorsey and Ian Williams. The amount of depth that we have, it’s easy to learn from each other and get better.”

The highlight of Purcell’s night occurred midway through the first quarter, when the 49ers were backed up to their own goal line for seven consecutive plays. Purcell played a huge role in keeping the Texans out of the end zone, recording a three-yard tackle for loss of Alfred Blue and a stuff of Kenny Hilliard – both on plays snapped at the 1-yard line.

Even when he wasn’t in on the tackle during the goal-line sequence, Purcell still made his presence felt by creating penetration in the backfield.

“They had gotten in the end zone once already, so whenever they get us backed up we have to grind,” Purcell said. “We had to make sure they didn’t get in, no matter how many times it took. It was a good defensive effort as a whole to make sure we kept them out of the end zone.”

Purcell is just the latest Jim Tomsula project to pay dividends for the 49ers. The longtime defensive line coach also helped Williams and Jerod-Eddie, both undrafted, earn jobs in the NFL. Purcell still has plenty of work remaining to earn a 53-man roster spot, but Tomsula beamed with pride when asked about his pupil’s standout 2015 debut.

“The way Michael played, you feel great for him," Tomsula said. "He's got a lot of ability. You're rooting for him, you're pulling for him, and it excites you."
--------------------------------------------------------------

After rough 2014, 49ers' Brooks trying to be solution, not a problem

By Cam Inman, San Jose Mercury News

Ahmad Brooks stoically surveyed the 49ers locker room and recognized his unique stature after Saturday night's exhibition opener at Houston. He was the only defensive starter in that 23-10 loss who also was in the 49ers' Super Bowl lineup three seasons ago.

"A lot of things have changed in the organization, and there's a lot to adjust to," Brooks said. "Not having Aldon is a big loss."

Aldon Smith's Aug. 7 release, in the wake of his fifth arrest since 2012, created a glaring need for a top-flight pass rusher.

Brooks adamantly wants that title, and what a change of course that would be from late last season, when insubordination and violation of team rules got him benched against the New York Giants and Raiders.

San Francisco 49ers linebackers Aldon Smith, left, and Ahmad Brooks, right, run a drill during the team&#8217;s  training camp Aug. 2 in Santa Clara. Smith

San Francisco 49ers linebackers Aldon Smith, left, and Ahmad Brooks, right, run a drill during the team's training camp Aug. 2 in Santa Clara. Smith was released by the team Aug. 7 after his fifth arrest in four years. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu) ( Jeff Chiu )

This training camp, the 31-year-old Brooks showed up in shape and brimming with renewed passion. Saturday night, he wasn't in his usual spot at left outside linebacker, but rather on the right side, in Smith's old spot.

"It's a little different for me," Brooks said. "But as an athlete, you want to be elite, and to be the best, you have to adapt."

Coach Jim Tomsula isn't locking Brooks into that right-side switch, saying it's part of the preseason evaluation process. It's also a familiar look to Tomsula, the defensive line coach when Brooks got claimed off waivers from the Cincinnati Bengals in 2008.

"When I had him early on, when we moved him from inside linebacker to defensive line, I had him on the right side," Tomsula recalled.

Brooks' emergence as a sack fiend on the right side certainly would help a defense trying to overcome the loss of so many past starters: Aldon Smith, Justin Smith, Patrick Willis, Ray McDonald, Chris Borland, Dan Skuta, Perrish Cox and Chris Culliver.

"With Ahmad, if they're chipping and sending backs in the formation, it does nothing but help us, to move him from one side to the other, so I did want him to work on it," Tomsula added.

Brooks hasn't had more than 8½ sacks in a season (2013), but he's had special moments, including against the New Orleans Saints' Drew Brees each of the past three seasons. In the 49ers' last playoff run, Brooks also totaled 4½ sacks in the two wins preceding their NFC Championship game loss at Seattle in January 2014.

The 49ers can explore other options to replace Aldon Smith's production. There's Aaron Lynch, who had six sacks as a rookie to share team-high honors with Brooks. There's previously unproductive Corey Lemonier, who started at left outside linebacker Saturday. And there's Eli Harold, an energetic rookie drafted in the third round out of Virginia.

"He can make a big impact in his first year; I believe he can do it," Brooks said of Harold. "We've got to push each other as a linebacking corps."

The 49ers produced no sacks against a trio of Texans quarterbacks not known for their escapability: Brian Hoyer, Ryan Mallett and Tom Savage. Tomsula affirmed that the pass rush was "not all the way in synch," but noted that the 49ers don't exactly gameplan for exhibitions.

Look for defensive coordinator Eric Mangini to reveal a more aggressive approach, replete with blitzes and disguises, once the season kicks off Sept. 14 against the Minnesota Vikings. It's all part of the 49ers' all-round new look.

"It's a different team and we have a different scheme," Brooks said. "And we have guys here who can get the job done and we have to keep pushing each other every day."

The 49ers had Monday off and will resume practicing Tuesday in advance of their exhibition game Sunday against the Dallas Cowboys at Levi's Stadium (5 p.m., Ch. 5).
--------------------------------------------------------------

49ers coach Jim Tomsula is ‘trying not to cuss ...’

By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee

Sure, Jim Tomsula isn’t exactly Cicero or Winston Churchill when it comes to public speaking. He probably wasn’t captain of his high school debate team. The guy famously grunted and stammered his way through his first tv interview as 49ers head coach, a session in which he also coined the term “ludicrust.”

But while he may be ineloquent, Tomsula has been exceedingly quotable since his rough start. He has a folksy and unpretentious manner, which probably is one of the reasons he is so well-liked by his players. His quotes – which often include food references – reflect that as well. To wit:

On right tackle Erik Pears: “He’s one of those tough-nut Colorado dudes that climbed out of some … either got off a horse or climbed out of a mine. That’s just what he is. Doesn’t say anything, got his wife and four kids and that’s about it. He’s got that and football. So he’s my type of guy.”

On the way the 49ers defense played in its exhibition opener: “We looked like popcorn. We were popping all over the place. Instead of one continuous pop, it was: pop, pop, pop, pop, pop.”

On social media: “Ok, this is where Bob’s (team spokesman Bob Lange) probably going to crack an eyeball. I don’t like it at all. I don’t know anything about it. I don’t do it. I don’t use it. I really don’t want everybody to know where I’m at all the time and what I’m eating. I don’t get it, personally.”

On the 49ers’ young cornerbacks: “There’s some talented guys there, you know? And you’re seeing different things flash daily. It’s started to, flashes, little beeps on the radar are starting to become, instead of, ‘Beep … beep’, it’s, ‘Beep! Beep! Beep! Beep! Beep!’ We’re looking for that. We want it (the beeps) close together.”

On defensive lineman Quinton Dial: “He is an absolute ... I don’t know, I’m trying not to cuss, he just busts his tail, I mean, every day, he busts his tail.”

On his response when running back Reggie Bush asked to return punts this season: “I’m not going to cuss, but I said, ‘Yes.’”

On quarterback Colin Kaepernick’s 2014 season: “When we go back to the criticisms on Colin – look, we were 8-8 last year. Everyone takes a big bite out of that sandwich,”

In February, when asked about defensive end Justin Smith’s possible retirement: “I usually get with Justin after the combine and when we get back. That’s usually when he and I usually shoot the bologna.”

On the condition of his players on the first day of training camp: “I was extremely happy with what we just saw. The only fat guy on the field today was me.”

On quarterback Blaine Gabbert: “Well, I’m a believer in Blaine Gabbert. I am. Just point blank, I’m a believer in Blaine Gabbert. Again, we are building a team, so in terms of the on-the-field play and the team, Blaine Gabbert, that’s a beautiful piece.”

On public speaking: “It’s been well documented. I’m not real good on these podiums looking down at people and talking at them. OK, you know what I mean? That’s just not me.”

So you’re more comfortable in an impromptu, solo session? “Completely talking about Jimbo.”

--------------------------------------------------------------

Jarryd Hayne is stiff-arming his way into 49ers' picture

By David Steele, Sporting News

After one game in his adopted sport in his adopted country, Jarryd Hayne is a must-watch player. The question now is, will NFL fans be watching him when the 49ers’ regular season begins in four weeks?

Don’t jump the gun, head coach Jim Tomsula said on a conference call Sunday, after Hayne’s debut the night before against the Texans. “We don’t need to put undue expectations on Jarryd,” Tomsula said, according to the team website. “I just want him to stay focused on getting better. He’s a world-class athlete.’’

MORE: Each team's best-ever undrafted free agent | Undrafted doesn't mean unwanted for free agents

But the Australian rugby star made such an instant impact running the ball (the now-viral 53-yard burst) and returning kicks (including a 33-yard kickoff return from deep in his end zone), a spot on the roster might already be his to lose.

Here is where Hayne stands so far at the positions where he’s likely to be used:

Running back

Competing with: Carlos Hyde, Reggie Bush, Mike Davis

Chances: Decent. Bush has been Hayne’s biggest champion since Hayne first started auditioning for NFL teams in the spring (“I think making the team is actually the least of his worries,’’ he told a Sydney newspaper in April). Bush also has a history of injuries that could open the door for Hayne to get on the field more. 

Even then, though, he'd have to beat out Davis, the fifth-round pick from South Carolina who can catch passes and block. Davis ran for 18 yards on his three carries against the Texans. The 49ers have high hopes for Hayne as a receiver out of the backfield — and know he has a big learning curve as a blocker. Davis has much less of a learning curve with both.

MORE: All of Australia behind Hayne

Kick returner

Competing with: Reggie Bush, Bruce Ellington, DeAndrew White

Chances: Very good. The 49ers needed help in this area after last season, and it's one of the reasons they signed Bush. Still, whether the 49ers want that load on him along with his offensive duties remains to be seen. Ellington is the incumbent, more or less; he’s been hurt in camp and didn’t play in the opener. 

White, the undrafted rookie from Alabama, and Hayne both returned punts and kickoffs against the Texans. Hayne was more electric, with his speed, elusiveness and that huge stiff-arm, but White has been explosive there since offseason workouts.

Tomsula said Hayne did “a nice job” in the opener, adding: “I’m not as shocked that Jarryd was able to field punts and run, or field kicks and run, or Jarryd was able to see creases and get into the open field and avoid. I’ve seen him do all those things. I’ve watched a lot of film of him playing rugby.”

If he continues to translate his skills in that sport to his new one, and progresses from Week 1, Hayne will be on the field and in a significant role when the games count.
